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Abstract

The animal remains from British later prehistory have frequently been treated as
generally only able to inform us about economy, and occasionally about symbolic
behaviour. On the other hand, the use and division of landscape has been largely
discussed in terms of social organisation. There has been a failure to appreciate that
there is a reflexive relationship between pastoral farming and the utilisation and
inhabiting of landscapes.

The nature and needs of livestock and detailed consideration of husbandry methods
have informed identification of the types of archaeological data we can use to discuss
husbandry practices. This thesis integrates faunal, field and environmental data to
achieve a holistic understanding. Husbandry practices and animal consumption and
deposition identified from analysis of over 130,000 fragments of animal bone from
Cadbury Castle, Somerset, and sites in its environs, have been considered in the light of
successive arrangements of fields in the area. The relationship between changes in
landscape organisation and in animal exploitation has been established and can also be
detected across the south west. The fields of the earlier Bronze Age apparently relate
to continuation of extensive husbandry regimes, whilst fixing the activity within the
landscape. Small scale arable farming was integrated during the Middle Bronze Age.
Subsequently there was a return to extensive grazing and mobility. An approach
dominated by sheep farming began in the Early Iron Age. This gained ascendency in
the Middle Iron Age, with new, small, fields that are indicative of a highly integrated
arable and pastoral system and which were both intensive, localised, and reflect the
technical, social and ideological complexity surrounding animals.

This thesis has found that the form of landscape division and organisation was
intimately bound up with the practicalities of livestock management. It has identified a
variety of features and arrangements that can assist in understanding livestock
management elsewhere in Britain and beyond. At different times and places this
involved different social and technological choice, but was founded in the needs of
managed animals. This study has shown the benefits of integrating archaeological,
faunal and landscape data, together with a strong understanding of the practicalities of
animal husbandry. This approach not only enables better understanding of arable and
pastoral systems, it allows us to better recognise and understand the social and
ideological choices expressed in the farming landscape.
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Fusion of pig elements, ‘Rubbish Layers’.

Pathology noted in pig elements, Rubbish Layer.

Fusion in sheep/goat, ‘Rubbish Layers’.

Pathological elements for sheep/goat, ‘Rubbish Layers’.
Pathological elements, dog, ‘Rubbish Layers’.

ABGs associated with the ‘Rubbish Layers’.

Species representation, Late Iron Age.

Overall incidence of taphonomic markers, Late Iron Age.
Fusion information for cattle, Late Iron Age.
Pathological elements for cattle, Late Iron Age.

Fusion of pig elements, Late Iron Age.

Pathological elements for pigs, Late Iron Age.

Fusion in sheep/goat, Late Iron Age.
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Table 3.6: Species representation Early Bronze Age, Sigwells Trench 8,9,19.
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Table 3.10 : Metrical data, sheep/goat, Middle Bronze Age, Sigwells Trench 8,9,19.
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Table 3. 44: Metrical data, horse, Middle Iron Age, Sheep Slait.
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: Pathological elements, horse, Middle Iron Age, Sheep Slait.
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Table 3.45

Table 3.91

: Species representation, Early Bronze Age, West Sigwells.
Table 3.46:
Table 3.47:
Table 3.48:
Table 3.49:
Table 3.50:
Table 3.51:
Table 3.52:
Table 3.53:
Table 3.54:
Table 3.55:
Table 3.56:
Table 3.57:
Table 3.58:
Table 3.59:
Table 3.60:
Table 3.61:
Table 3.62:
Table 3.63:
Table 3.64:
Table 3.65:
Table 3.66:
Table 3.67:
Table 3.68:
Table 3.69 :
Table 3.70:
Table 3.71:
Table 3.72:
Table 3.73:
Table 3.74:
Table 3.75:
Table 3.76:
Table 3.77:
Table 3.78 :
Table 3.79:
Table 3.80:
Table 3.81:
Table 3.82:
Table 3.83:
Table 3.84:
Table 3.85:
Table 3.86:
Table 3.87:
Table 3.88:
Table 3.89:
Table 3.90:

Species representation, Early Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Species representation, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
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Fusion data, cattle, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.

Butchery information, cattle, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Metrical information, cattle, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Fusion information, pig, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Butchery information, pig, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Metrical data, pig, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.

Fusion information, horse, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Metrical information, horse, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Wild species, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.

Associated Bone Groups, Middle Iron Age, West Sigwells.
Species representation, Late Iron Age, West Sigwells.

Fusion data, sheep/goat, Late Iron Age, West Sigwells.
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Metrical information, pig, Late Iron Age, West Sigwells.
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Fusion information, pig, Romano-British, West Sigwells.
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Table 3.92: Butchery, cattle, Middle Iron Age, The Moor.
Table 3.93: pathological elements, all species, Middle Iron Age, The Moor.
Table 3.94: Metrical information, all species, Middle Iron Age, The Moor.
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Species, Late Iron Age by NISP and MNI, The Moor.

Table 3.96: Fusion information, sheep/goat, Late Iron Age, The Moor.
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Butchery, cattle, Late Iron Age, The Moor.
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: Fusion information for sheep/goat, Romano-British, The Moor.
Metrical data, sheep/goat, Romano-British period, The Moor.
Butchery, sheep/goat, Romano-British period, The Moor.
Pathological elements, sheep/goat, Romano-British, The Moor.
Metrical data, cattle, Romano-British, The Moor.

Butchery, cattle, Romano-British, The Moor.

Pathological data, cattle, Romano-British, The Moor.

Metrical data, pig, Romano-British, The Moor.

Species representation, Late Iron Age. Homeground.

Fusion information, sheep/goat, Homeground.

Metrical data, sheep/goat, Homeground.

Fusion data, cattle, Homeground.

Butchery information, cattle, Homeground.

Metrical data, cattle, Homeground.

Metrical information, horse, Homeground.

Pathological information, horse, Homeground.
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Table 4.4: Exmoor.

Table 4.5: Bodmin Moor.

Table 4.6: Dartmoor.

Table 4.7: Lowland Cornwall.

Table 4.8: Cornish coasts and the Isles of Scilly.
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Table 5.1: Ham Hill investigations.
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Table 5.2: Material from apparently Iron Age contexts in Cutting X.

Table 5.3: Metrical data from Cutting XII.

Table 5.4: Material from Iron Age contexts in Cutting XIII.
Table 5.5: Metrics, Cutting XIII.

Table 5.6: Material retained from Cutting XVII pits.

Table 5.7: Metrics for Cutting XVII pits.
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Table 5.9: Species representation 1983-2002.
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