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Chapter 7: Archaeological manual/guideline analysis and 

interview results 
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7.1 Archaeological manual/guideline analysis results 
 
Please note that during the analytical assessment of the archaeological 

manuals/guidelines gathered during the course of this Project, not all of the 

archaeological manuals/guidelines could be assessed against all of the analytical criteria 

used. This is because some of the archaeological manuals/guidelines failed to discuss 

some of the analytical criteria that were being assessed. As a result, some of the 

analytical graphs presented in this results section will not total 100%, as not all of the 

archaeological manuals/guidelines could be used for that particular analysis.   
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Graph 7.1.1 Archaeological sector from which the manuals/guidelines originate  

 

 

Organisation works in the
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United Kingdom (n = 26) 85% 15% 0%

Ireland (n = 9) 56% 22% 22%

Australasia (n = 12) 67% 17% 17%

North America (n = 106) 44.3% 34.9% 20.8%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
P

er
ce

n
ta

g
e 

%
 United Kingdom (n = 26)

Ireland (n = 9)

Australasia (n = 12)

North America (n = 106)



 4 

Graph 7.1.2 Overall sector distribution from which the manuals/guidelines originate 
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Graph 7.1.3 Overall manual/guideline usage 
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Graph 7.1.4 Time frames in which manuals/guidelines were created 
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Graph 7.1.5 Overall time frame distribution of the manuals/guidelines  
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Graph 7.1.6 Manuals/guidelines general content   
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Graph 7.1.7 Overall objectives of the manuals/guidelines  
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Graph 7.1.8 Manuals/guidelines applicability on different site types  
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Graph 7.1.9 Justifications for the excavation and recording methods advocated in the manuals/guidelines 
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Graph 7.1.10 Members of the archaeological team responsible for identifying and recording stratigraphy 
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Graph 7.1.11 Manuals/guidelines’ definition of a “positive stratigraphic unit” 
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Graph 7.1.12 Manuals/guidelines’ definition of a “negative stratigraphic unit” 
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Graph 7.1.13 Manuals/guidelines’ approaches to recording stratigraphic units 

 

 
 

Stratigraphic units identified in the field will be allocated a primary

class (cut/deposit) and

Stratigraphic units will be allocated a secondary class (which give

an indication of the context's function)

A positive stratigraphic unit or a negative stratigraphic unit

represents a single action in the past
Interpretive comments are encouraged when recording stratigraphy

If a unit is sealed by another unit a suffix is added to the unit's

identification code

If a  unit is under another stratigraphic unit a suffix is added to the

unit's identification code

If the unit is composed of mixed deposits a suffix will be added to

the unit's identification code

If artefacts/samples are recovered from a disturbed  unit a suffix is

added to the unit's identification code

A suffix is added to stratigraphic units contained within a whole

(CV) or reconstructable vessel (RV)

United Kingdom (n = 26) 96% 38% 92% 96% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Ireland (n = 9) 100% 44% 100% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Australasia (n = 12) 17% 0% 17% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

North America (n = 106) 3.8% 0.0% 3.8% 74.5% 3.8% 0.9% 4.7% 4.7% 4.7%

Overall (n = 153) 26.1% 9.2% 25.5% 81.7% 2.6% 0.7% 3.3% 3.3% 3.3%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
P

er
ce

n
ta

g
e 

%
 

United Kingdom (n = 26)

Ireland (n = 9)

Australasia (n = 12)

North America (n = 106)

Overall (n = 153)



 16 

Graph 7.1.14 Manuals/guidelines’ approaches to recording stratigraphic relationships 
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Graph 7.1.15 Manuals/guidelines’ approaches to representing and verifying stratigraphic sequences  
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Graph 7.1.16 Purpose of recording stratigraphy 

 

Primary route to

understanding

the activity

represented in

the

archaeological

site

Primary route to

understanding

the relative

chronology of

the

archaeological

site

Primary route to

understanding

the

development of

the

archaeological

site

Provides data

upon which

interpretations

can be formed

If stratigraphy

is inaccurately

recorded the

site won't be

accurately

reconstructed

Physical

relationships

enable the

archaeologist to

identify sources

of

contamination

Physical

relationships are

useful for

identifying the

function of

features

United Kingdom (n = 26) 96% 96% 96% 96% 96% 38% 27%

Ireland (n = 9) 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 33% 0%

Australasia (n = 12) 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 0% 0%

North America (n = 106) 74.5% 74.5% 74.5% 74.5% 74.5% 14.2% 14.2%

Overall (n = 153) 81.7% 81.7% 81.7% 81.7% 81.7% 18.3% 14.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
P

er
ce

n
ta

g
e 

%
 United Kingdom (n = 26)

Ireland (n = 9)

Australasia (n = 12)

North America (n = 106)

Overall (n = 153)



 19 

Graph 7.1.17 Use of section drawings  
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Graph 7.1.18 Data that is recorded on section drawings  
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Graph 7.1.19 Section drawing conventions  
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Graph 7.1.20 Use of plan drawings   
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Graph 7.1.21 Data that is recorded on plan drawings  
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Graph 7.1.22 The use of pro-forma recording sheets   
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Graph 7.1.23 Excavation sampling strategies  
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Graph 7.1.24 Excavation sampling strategies for archaeological features  
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Graph 7.1.25 Use of different excavation methodologies 
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