
A  V I R T U A L  
P L A C E M E N T -
A N  I N N O V A T I V E  

I N I T I A T I V E D U R I N G  
A  G L O B A L  
P A N D E M I C

• E M M A  B Ö C K L E

• L U C Y  S T A I N E R

• D E S I  T A I T

• A M A N D A  W A T S O N



A I M S  O F  

P R E S E N T A T I O N

• To describe the innovation, justify 

the approach used and provide 

feedback from students and 

Academic Assessors about the 

challenges faced and the 

opportunities achieved.



B AC K G RO U N D
• A COVID 19 Emergency placement developed from a validated 'locality placement' 

for all Year 1 nursing students removed from practice in March 2020 and for Year 

2/3 students who opted out of NMC Emergency Standard March 2020.

Placement Aims-

• The aim of this locality placement was for students to gain an understanding of the 

challenges that face individuals, families and groups in their achievement of health 

and well-being while living with the Covid-19 pandemic.

Practice objectives:

• 1. Students to undertake an assessment and identification of biopsychosocial and 

environmental stressors impacting the community and present their findings in a 

group report. The community as Partner Model and Windshield survey were used as 

the frameworks to guide their practice (Anderson and McFarlane 2015)

• 2. Develop a community diagnosis of the issues

• 3. Consider the impact of Covid-19 on the health and wellbeing within the students 

defined community



O R G A N I S AT I O N

• Students worked in small virtual groups of 4 – 6 over 4 weeks

• An on-line lecture, student guide and reports of previous student's 

work were made available on BU's virtual learning platform

• Academic Assessors facilitated this placement including x2 virtual 

group tutorials and marking the final report

• Report generated with no specific word limit for the assessment but 

1,000 words for the identification of the community health and social 

wellbeing diagnosis and key issues.

• Pass/Refer

• Mental Health and CYP programmes offered to sign off 4 practice 

competencies with evidence within the report in conjunction with 150 

practice hours

• Adult nursing awarded 150 practice hours



A N  

E X A M P L E  O F  

S T U D E N T  

G R O U P  

R E P O R T  V I A  

Q R  C O D E



A N D E R S O N

A N D

M C FA R L A N E ’ S

( 2 0 1 5 )

C O M M U N I T Y

A S S E S S M E N T

W H E E L

Students organised 

information into 3 sections:

➢Community Core Elements

➢Community Subsystems

➢Community Perceptions



C O M M U N I T Y  
S U B S Y S T E M S

E X A M P L E  O F  
T A B L E  S T U D E N T S  
U S E D  T O  A S S E S S  

T H E I R C H O S E N  
L O C A L I T Y  W I T H I N  

T H E  C O V I D  1 9  
P A N D E M I C



C O M M U N I T Y  P E R C E P T I O N S S U B S Y S T E M S

E X A M P L E  O F T A B L E  S T U D E N T S U S E D  T O  

A S S E S S T H E I R C H O S E N L O C A L I T Y W I T H I N  

T H E C O V I D  1 9 P A N D E M I C



E X A M P L E S  O F  
C O M M U N I T Y D I A G N O S E S

• Homelessness

• Lack of local public transport

• Lack of services for young people

• Poverty

• Lack of socialisation for the elderly

• High alcohol/drug use

• Increased use of the food bank

• Loss of local magazine

• Unemployment

• High number of older people



E x a m p l e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  
t h e m e s  s t u d e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d
• Homelessness

• Lack of local public transport

• Lack of services for young people

• Poverty

• Lack of socialisation for the elderly

• High alcohol/drug use

• Increased use of the food bank

• Loss of local magazine

• Unemployment

• High number of older people



There is much to be 

gained from

completing 

this placement

Wider thinking about a communities' 

needs gets you thinking holistically 

about providing healthcare and meeting 

needs

you were able to see how 
an individual's mental 

health can be affected by 
their surroundings, such 

as environment and 
community

It served as a good way to 

highlight gaps in services and 

the difficulties local people 

may experience when trying to 

access these services

I have learned, health is 

influence by various factors and 

thus to provide effective and 

person centred care

This placement made me 

aware of all the resources 

out there for patients and 

their families-this will improve 

the care both as inpatient 

and on discharge

Was a good way of learning about the 

community which you normally wouldn’t 

take into account. I have learnt a lot and 

should be part of the course in year one This placement was surprisingly 

great!

This opened my eyes to understanding 

the healthcare needs and services in 

my area

Student 
Evaluation



Would have been better 

if Covid-19 wasn’t 

happening!

We had to manage our time 

independently. From this I 

have created a study 

schedule for next year. 

Not being able to go out into the 
community and speak face to 

face gave us a restricted view of 
how it felt to live in the area as 
all our information was taken via 

telephone or internet

Was difficult to identify 

the relevant to practice at 

first

I missed the 
lack of direct 

patient 
contact

Not everyone in the 
team pulled 

their weight to help 
out

A placement that would have 

been better face to face

Alternative 
student 
evaluation

I wasn’t overly excited 

for this placement

but it was actually

interesting and

helped me learn about care in 

my local area.

It was difficult to 
gain experience 
with patients 
when you are at 
home

understanding the 

impact Covid-19 has 

had in our local area

More statistical approach to health 

and how other factors can 

contribute to health to add text



W H AT  D I D  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N ?

Teamwork
Communication 

skills
Delegation Leadership

Being Non-
judgemental

The importance of 
social 

determinants of 
health

Understanding of 
community health 

needs

Environmental 
factors on health

Increase in digital 
skills

Patience Resilience Delegation

To ask questions
Work 

independently
Organisation Research skills



W h a t  c o n c e p t s  d i d  s t u d e n t s  g a i n ?

Teamwork
Communication 

skills
Delegation Leadership

Being Non-
judgemental

The importance 
of social 

determinants of 
health

Understanding of 
community 

health needs

Environmental 
factors on health

Increase in 
digital skills

Patience

Resilience Delegation To ask questions
Work 

independently
Organisation

Research skills



Academic
Evaluation

Student experience 
was innovative, needs 
driven, has a political 
context plus a public 

health focus

Has direct links to theory 
units previously taught 

including Humanising Nursing 

Care, as well as Year 3 units: 

Service Improvement Projects 

and Public health

Rather cynical at first but this 
proved to be great learning 

experience for students to explore a 
locality and the impact of health 

and wellbeing in a global pandemic

Some student work was 
descriptive and minimal 

references

I was blown away by one 

of my student groups. They 

submitted a 140-document 

full of data, diagrams, 

photos and maps. It was a 

pleasure to read!

Great pieces of 
work from 
students-

demonstrates 
the value of

this placement

I have seen evidence 
that students are 

thinking differently 
about their patients 

following undertaking 
this study. Taking a 

more holistic approach 
and having a greater 
understanding of the 

context of the 
patient within 

their communities

Students did not require the 

support I thought they would 

with this. They were generally 

self-directed, organised and 

independent of  academic 

support



M O V I N G  F O R W A R D

• Embedded within curriculum for Year 1 students linked to public health unit

• Dissemination to other Universities via established networks to assist with placement 

innovation during the pandemic

• Further exploration of the needs of students who require additional learning support or 

have health related needs when undertaking the placement

• Current emergency and recovery programme standards (NMC, February 2021) provide 

a clear opportunity to build on this element of the programme

• Potential for interprofessional learning in future curricula

• Enabled BU to think with greater creativity how placement learning can be achieved
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C O N T A C T  

D E T A I L S
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• Lecturer in Nursing
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