
Grade Grubbing: 
Student Expectations and Academic Assessment

Research Aims

To investigate student expectations of degree grades in the post 2012 higher 
tuition fee landscape.
To examine what grade-grubbing looks like in UK HE.
To assess the extent of grade grubbing 2012-2015.

Methodology

Case Study: One UK HE institution 
A mixed methods approach was chosen to make meta-inferences using data 
from undergraduates and academics. 

Your perspective:Literature and Empirical Evidence

Molesworth et al (2009) argue that the current higher education (HE) market 
discourse promotes a mode of existence, where students seek to ‘have a 
degree’ rather than ‘be learners’, knowing how to ‘play’ markets to maximize 
self-interest, based on experiences in commercial marketplaces  (p279). 

Others (Gose1997; Trout 2000) posit student beliefs that high grades should 
come as a result of paying for tuition that confirm Delucchi and Smith’s 
(1997) and Delucci and Korgen’s (2002) concerns that tuition fees underpin 
good grades.

"Grade grubbing" is the phenomenon whereby students seek high grades for 
minimum effort, and is often cited as a symptom of the consumer orientation 
of contemporary college students (Franz 2010). 
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Preliminary Findings

Ø Students see themselves as learners but struggle with independent learning.
Ø Educators are driving the 2:1 standard.
Ø Students acknowledge the commitment debt and seek ROI.
Ø High sense of morals and ethics evident.
Ø ‘Grade Grubbing’ is more complex than it seems.
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