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WRITE T0 SPELLBOUND |, s ]

We want your letters to tell us about anything creepy,

W The SPELLBOUND CLUB for SUPERCATS —for YOU! ) ‘ sy or mystorius that has hagponed 0 you

your family or your chums. For instance—
Have you ever met a ghost? Have you a favouritels
tion? Ever had that funny feeling you've

EVERY LETTER PUBLISHED WINS £1
THE WEEK'S BEST LETTER WINS|
A SUPER MYSTERY PRIZE

Send your entries to “SPODKYSPOT,” SPELLBOUN
20 CATHCART ST. KENTISH TOWN, LONDON

bump in the

like to join our
SUPERCATS

NW53BN. Don't farget to let us know your favourite
Spellbound stories when you write in.

OTHER SPECIAL PRIZES FOR YOU IN
SPELLBOUND —

SMART FASHION BELTSs HANDY 54
HAIR DRIERS*TOTE BAGS. S

nnm

IN BLACK AND GOLD

SUPERCATS' CLUB

[ e o e

]
I namE : ! d
It couldn’t be easier! Simply fill in | ' YOU'LL FIND OUT HOW NEXT WEEK! [§ #1
the coupon and send it with a 40p | j Acoress -
Postal Order to:- 1 1
SPELLBOUND, ] :
SUPERCATS CLUB, : -
P.0. BOX 66, i !
DUNDEE. ] '
DD1 9LN. - B
G MR TS ok 0.

As a SUPERCAT, you will receive a denim-
look pouch, a “colourful Supercat sew-on
patch, your special Supercat Code AND,
exclusive Supercat pondnnr
The code will enable club members ONLY
of the
competitions and pm.s in weeks to come!

¢ ITCH'S CAT? Dear Reader,

sraodmolher has 1 Hack Ve
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stery *thriller ~puper,

0 we want you to write in and

el ue of by seange, ghoally |
hasily experiences which

ly, or any of your

T
Treada have ha
re are speclal prizes o be
on—as y0u can ser.
Till next week—
a-haunting we will go!

Please note!! Each week in SPELLBOUND there
will be o SUPERCATS CLUB section with
compefitions in code for club members only.
Salving our coded mysteries could win you one of
our super prizes!

M his
ancestors wis it witch's cat!

THE COUSIN FROM AMERICA

re poing to
and 1was
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EACH WEEK
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TAKING IT IN
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YOUR EXCITING
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0 see the pop group Mud leaping about the stage, you'd hardly think of them as the

nervous kind, but Rob Davis has a few strange tales to tell you .

Hnb handed me a copy of Mud's latest hit
record “ Nite On The Tiles." ;

* You see the title reminds me of the night |
spent writing goodbye notes to my girifriend
 because | had a premonition that the plane | was
due to travel in the next day would crash.” He
explained, with a smile.

* 1 spent all night worrying about it and the
next morning | tried to persuade the other boys to
catch anather plane but they just laughed at me,

“**We travel on planes almost every week ,"
\Dave Mount pointed out.* What's so different

« " But | still insisted | didn't want to go on that
[Dlane: And, in the end. the matter was taken out of

ur hands, because some sort of fault developed in
‘the engine and it it couldn't take off. Was |
elieved!” -

| asked Robvif he Telt he could see glimpses of
the'future and he told me he didn't doubt it for one
moment. :

. " Pethaps | get this from my grandmother,
[ :Ehﬂrs went to gipsies to have her fortune

0B didn't feel too happy either when the
group were booked to stay in a

supposedly haunted manor house in Oxford-
shire.

"It was a very eerie place and we found
ourselves looking over our shoulders all the time
imagining there was a ghost creeping about the
place. Ray Stiles was so scared he wouldn't even
stay there and he had to book in somewhere else!”

Another place Rob can hardly remember
without shuddering is a sombre mausoleum in
Poland where the boys were booked to do a gig

" The place was built by Hitler during the
Second World War,” Rab told me.  Inside was
decorated :omr!ele!y in black and the atmosphere
was cold and gloomy. As soon as | walked into the |
place | felt doomed and, when we wen on stage, !
wasn't surprised when some of our gear blew up
for no reason at all!”

Although Rob reads his horoscopes in
newspapers and magazines, he told me he takes
them all with * a pinch of salt.”

“What | really believe in, is that the Zodiac
sign you were born under influences your per
sonality. For instance, | was born under the sign of
Libra and Librans are supposed to have a love of
music, a delight of harmony and always do well if
they enter the Arts professions.”

As far as Rob is concerned this couldn't be
truer Agreed? T 2Tuete, SPE
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Nightienight!

1 really think your new
camic_‘Misty” is marvelfous.
The other night in spite of
your warningnot to do so |
read NIGHTMARE just
before’going to bed. | was
so scared when | went up-
stairs that | had to sing
loudly while putting on my
nightdress. —
Jane Cyples, Mickelover.

One day in December 1977 | went to my bedroom
and saw in the doorway a lady wearing a long grey
dress and a green bonnet. She was smiling at me with
her arms folded. | ran downstairs scared. My parents
didn’t believe me at first. Next time | saw her | was
watching TV in my room and about 9 p.m. | looked
towards the door and she was standing there again
looking very solid, dressed the same way, white faced,
still smiling but with her arms at her side. | could see
no feet. Her eyes were very blue and she looked plump
and about 40 years old. | remembered my parents had
told me to speak to her if | saw her again so as it was
my birthday the following Thursday | said ‘Can | have
Thursday off?". She said in a broad accent ‘Ask yer
Nanny’. | was so shocked | jumped out of bed and hid
behind the dressing table. At last | peeped round the
leg of the table and could see her grey dress wafting
out floating. A little later Dad came upstairs and took
me downstairs, trembling and with my teeth
chattering and very scared. We have since identified
the ghost from an old photograph. It is my great great
grandmother.

P ATHERTON Hyde Cheshire

» »
Misty-fied!
Dear Misty,

| wonder what you're
really like?

I think you‘re an extra-
ordinary person with great
powers and responsibilities.
I should imagine you live in
an ancient house with 2
butlers and six maids. You
have no mother but a
father, a sort of mad pro-
fessor who built a brain
controller in the cellar and is

YOU'VE NOW GOT THE FEELING OF
MISTY, SO LET US HEAR WHAT
YOU THINK OF IT.

My favaurite stories are . . .

My LEAST favouritestory is . .
Myageis

now a ghost finder. And
you got your name Misty by
being born-in a graveyard
one misty night. Am I right
so far?

Dawn,’

Dagenham, Essex.

Well, not aitogether, Dawn.
But one day | really will tell
you part of my story at least
and then you'll know.
Misty.

Tap-Tap!

| woula iike you, 1t possible,
to print my letter as | would
like ta thank my Mum for a
very nice surprise on my
birthday, something | have
always wanted. . .a pair of
tap dancing shoes. You
see, my Mum reads Misty
with me each week and |
thought this would be a
way ¢: thanking her, and
you for the lovely stories
that | enjoy reading.

Susan Sanders, Brockley,
London SE4




J. (WILL MY SECRET WISH BE GRANTED?)

ﬁk whak:i Cortintiite Tourus Gem. Can. Leo . Vigo Libra Scor. Sagg. Copr. Aqua, Pisces
unfold the secrets of YOUR 3 8 -1
WHEEL of FORTUNE 2 Ly,
WALLET by giving you the A A -

answers to questions J to 0. :;

For anyone who missed -
last week's issue, we've
repeated the info about how
to caleulate your LUCKY
NUMBER, YOUR
CHARACTER NUMBER, and
YOUR DATE CODE.
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HOW TO GET
YOUR ANSWERS
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Firstly, take out the
NUMEROLOGY TABLE from
your wallet and find the numbers.
for each letter in your first and
last name. Add double figures
together until you reach a
single number — that will be
your LUCKY NUMBER. For
example: KAREN HUNT
241494545484345+2 = 40 440=4

So 4 is the lucky number in
thie case. When you've worked

wirs out, write it in on your
POINTER tuibich e oty K. (HAVE | BEEN NOTICED BY........?)
of the numerology table)

Next thing you'll need is your
CHARACTER NUMBER. Just
add the numerals in your birth-
date together until you arrive
1 8 single figure. We'll 'show vw
how it's done. For exampie, if
your birthday is 10th MAY: 1967
the number will be:—
1+0+5 (5th May is the month)
#1+94647=20 249=11 T1#1=2.
So 2 is the number,

* W ® W

Write the character number
on your POINTER. Once these
two spaces are filled in, things
are much easier for you won't
have 1o work them out again!

The only figure you'll need 1o
work out freshly each time is the
DATE CODE. You get this in the
same way 83 you found your
character number — but using
that day’s date.

Once you' wwlflnm three
numbers (your LUCKY NUMBER
your CHARACTER NUMBER, and
your DATE CODE) all you do is
add them together and point that
number 1o the QUESTION
LETTER on volnr muel,"(B-s:
anything special in store! 1 Yes 7] You will be, quite s00n
which symbol is indicated in the 2) Not yet 8) Somecne sise will. notice you first
9ap in the wheel and ook up 3) Ameng others 9) You have been noticed by many
that symbol on the answer sheet. & Wi : ‘ 10
Your answer'will be.under your ithout b-;n; aware of it ) No. But wait a little v!nh
star sign, 51 Your identity i still unknown 11} Turn your attention 1o someone else

6] Curiosity will pay otf! 12) Yes, but the outcome may be disappointing

s | heLp yod wlr)
If you wait lang enough 7) Naver give up hope |

You will mnumlmmmm 3 8) U you work a little harder |
Only by your own efforts 9] Perhaps, when you've almost forgotten it 3 NELL GWYN'S GHOST IS OFTEN SEEN DRI FTING THROUGH THE GARGOYLE
Unlikety. Make anather with tomorraw 10). Yes, in an unexpected way | & CLUB IN LONDON'S DEAN STREET. WHEREVER SHE GOES SHE LEAVES BEHIND

You can maks this happen : 1) In the near futuce - HER A POWERFUL SCENT OF GARDENIAS
Not immediately 12) The sgns look good | i
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Comics letters pages

lan Gordon (2012)
- active engagement; becoming creators
- ‘A social network and a discursive community’

Daniel Stein (2013: 167) re letters in 1950s/60s American superhero comics:

- ‘serial paratexts’ that foster collaboration

Coman (2012) and Pustz (2007)
- part of a process of community formation

Mel Gibson (2015: 170) re letters in American superhero comics:

- allow readers to feel part of ‘a mature and expansive international community’

Martin Barker (1989: 47) re: letters in the British boys’ comic Action:

- selected, solicited, function to construct a particular ‘self-image’ for the comic




THE SAILOR RETURNS

This is a true story that my
art teacher told our class at
school

His  grandfather  wus  an
engineer on a ship. One day the
engine hroke down and he was
sent to fix it. He was just about
to put a small spanner into 2
piston when a ghostly figure of a
sailor appeared.

He was holding up one arm
to show that he had lost his hand,
and was shaking his head. Then
he vanished

My teacher’s grandfather
took this 1o be an omen and
immediately went 1o fetch a
larger spanner. When he put it in
the piston, the end snapped off!

IT it _hadn't been for that
poor sailor appearing, it could
have been his hand and not just
the spanner he lost

—Jackie Stead,
Dewsbury,

_Speckyspot __

“Spookyspot™ is just the place for you to tell other “Spellbound™ readers of any spine-
tingling tales, hair-raising adventures or ghostly goings-on that have happened to you, your
family or your chums. "

Every letter printed wins £1, and the week's star létter wins the super, mystery thriller game,
Cluedo—so start writing today!

Send vour letters to:-

“SPOOKYSPOT",
/o SPELLBOUND,
20 CATHCART STREET,
KENTISH TOWN,
LONDON NW5 3BN,

THE WAIL OF THE PIPES

The riverside near our home
is supposed to be haunted by the
sound of bagpipes.

One night, my mum and dad
were walking along the riverside.
It was a still, dark night when
suddenly they heard the ecerie
wail of bagpipes floating through
the air.

Mum was rather scared and
insisted on going home. Just as
they were crossing the road a car
went by and, there in the beam of
the car's headlights, Mum and

Dad saw a terrifying sight! It was
a  Scotsman, dressed in full
traditional Scottish attire, playing
the hagpipeés!

Mum and Dad were so
frightened, they ran all the

ay, they often

wonder if the bagpipes were real or

il they had imagined the whole
thing.

—Mandy Gargett,

Newcastle Upon Tyne,

27.1{.76 SPE

YOU AND YOUR BIRTHDAY

Wednesday's child is full of woe, as well she might be! You see
Wednesday is named after Wodan. a Viking God of Battle! He
was a very gloomy guy, who loved nothing better than to hear

bad news

But cheer up, all you Wednesday girls, that was in days gone

by—all is not black for you.

You're a super person to know, and will defend a friend to
the end—without going into battle like old Wodan

THE DISAPPEARING
STRANGER

One night last summer, my
friend and | were looking out
of my bedroom window at the
people pussing by

lere was one min we took

particular  npotice of fe was
earrying a shot-gun and there
was a retriever dog by his side
Suddenly a car came along
road but, when the car lights
shone on the stranger, he just
disappeared! Bul as the car
passed. he appeared again

We didn't know what to think
and we both felt a little scared.
The following day, we found out
that th tranger”’ had probably
been 1 st of a Mr Anguy
who, with his dog, had died in a
shooting accident o few years
ago

—Nicola Kelly,
Fyrrellspass.

AQUARIUS
January 20—February 18

Perhaps even a surprise trip or wisit
Lucky you. have fun!

PISCES

February 19—March 20

- Feeling a bit under the weather? An
unexpected invitation could be the thing
to make you feel your old self

ARIES
March 21—April 20

This week you may have to help a
friend out with a problem that's been
bothering her for a while

TAURUS
April 21—May 20

Thal new guy at school could
become a good friend in the future. So
keep smiling!

super  weekend 15 ahead.

GEMINI
MIK 21—June 20
n

old friend may turn up oul of the

blue, who will make it a very exciling
weekend for you

CANCER

June 21—July 21

You'll be feeling a bit down in the

dumps over somelhing trivial. Try lo
snap out of that silly mood

LEO
July II—Aufuul 21

Been neglecting yourself lately?

You have to look good to feel good, you
know. Violet brings you luck

VIRGO
August 22—

ember 22

an't  decide aboul something

important? How about asking your
mum—she is your best friend after all!

CAPRICORN
December 21

and you'll
15 lucky

LIBRA
September 23—Ogtober 22
You may be in

SCORPIO
October 23—November 22

Don't put !
someone  you
prefer the real

SAGITTARIUS

November 23—December 20
Saturday looks like a fun might

Put on your best dress, you won't go

wrong!

Someg

®

First ‘Spookyspot’ readers’ letters (#10)

Once you join the SUPERCATS' CLUB,
write and tell us about any ' out-of-this-
world’, fantastic or fascinating happenings
that YOU think would interest or amuse
other SUPERCATS.

Please state which prize you prefer.

EVERY LETTER
PRINTED
WINS A

JEANS BELT
PRIZE

ats,

D"lr E:::e (r: read about the Supercats 1!}
“Spellbound.” I'm so happy that ln} a
Supercat too now! Could you lelascl d“g:
all your autographs for me? 1 wou

y eful. .
very gm[mraine Todd, Glasgow-

Dear Supercats,

Recently I have been having bad
dreams about horrible monsters. The other
day I visited my friend’s house. After we
had our tea she took me to her bedroom, to
see a new poster she had just bought, The
poster was of a monster just like the one in
my dream! Since I saw the poster I have
had no more bad dreams. It's very odd,
isn't it?

Jane Leach, Hull.

TOTE BAG PRIZ

Dear Supercats,
Lnst‘;e my cousin from Austral

came for a two week stay. We.declded
1o play hide and seek, because it wa

et day. .
ury“nw“ my turn to hide so 1 hid in ou
attic. It wasn’t very dark, but it wn‘l.
really creepy. | hid in an old box, ani
didn’t move.

Suddenly I felt something on my
eck! 1 screamed and fell out of the
ox almost breaking my leg in my haste.
found out it was a spider spinning a
eb on my neck! And I hate creepy-
rawlies!

‘laine Pennicott, London.

e,

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL. ..

There are many superstitions connected with mirrors Here
are just a few

IJca':.Sa;percs_ls.
;"}‘ﬂ;]{,:[,;%‘l::k l;:ts:crh:ly:ger'l't“f:dl l:;
also juincd the SnpeE::lg‘l(;?lI':hl" ':\ﬂn‘: JEANS
The Cht, e cont botrs oy poied BELT
Supercats! PRIZE
lltnsn;?i'nn "lo l;{i;e:;?&“:;: ﬁ::;ninl'?li;

space girls they can count on me to b,
on lheﬁ' side. o

Richard Sevine, Birmingham.

To break a mirror means seven years’ bad luck

It is very unlucky to see your face in a mirrar by candle-
light.

There's good fortune for a newly married couple who
stand side by side in front of a mirror.

No child should see themselves in a mirror before they are
twelve months old.

If a mirror breaks of its own accord, it means that the
persan owning the mhirror will lose her best friend.

&.12.76 SPE

First ‘Supercats Club’ readers’ letters (#11)



Spellbound letters content

Corpus: #12, #28, #31, #41, #58, #64

| Spookyspot __|Supercats Club

Synchronicity [EXEYA)] 2 (5%) 5(13%)
e "

SIEGEIT IS 8 (22%) 10 (27%) 18 (49%)
sustained

IWEGET 1 O 3 (8%) 3 (8%)
explained

o § I

I 14 23 37
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Misty first letters page (#7)

e Star letter — telekinesis and
‘Moonchild’ [Comment]

* Misty Medicine — self (illness)
[Connection]

* Is he acissy? — male reader,
praise [Compass]

* Misty fever — self (illness), praise
[Connection]

* Riddle —answer is Misty
[Creativity]

* Maggie and Marcella — self
[Connection]

* Fright of the Dog — self (pet dog)
[Connection]

e Tops — praise [Comment]

 True or Not — do you make up
your own stories? And think
you're pretty. [Comment]

* Best ever — praise [Comment]

e Spooktacular — poem, praise
[Creativity]



Misty letters content

Creativity (creative work from readers)

Curiosity (questions about the comic or Misty herself)

Connection (with readers’ lives) [32%]

Community and conversation (dialogue between readers)

Comment and criticism (comments on stories)

Compass (diverse readership re: ages, location, etc)




Creativity

Poems, acrostic poems, rhyming verse and
blank verse, limericks, prose poems, myths...

‘She comes in the fog
pushed on by the seas,

Her hair caressed by

the nymphs of the breeze.
The mermaids come and
watch from the streams
This beautiful maid from
the Cavern of Dreams.

Her dress is made from

the crest of a wave

And lined with moonbeams
Diana will save.

She sits in the mist

and tells of her land,

A place no mortal could
ever have planned.
(Beverley Moses (age 12), #44)

...recipes, plays, audio, reviews,
mathematical, jokes, cross-references to
history/fact

‘Add 2 ounces of terror to 1 ounce of horror,
bind together with 1 teaspn of fright and
beat in 2 teaspns queasiness. [...] Ice with
colour after baking in a cold, creepy dungeon
and decorate with animals, e.g. cats, bats,
spiders, snakes...” (Misty Fan, #27)

‘The stories are so good and my two children
wrote a play based on one of them. The
school performed it and raised £124.50p for
charity | am very proud to say’ (Mrs Jane
Guffick, #27).

‘Each copy has 32 sides of paper. If you
divide 8 between 32 you get the cost of one
side...”) and combines this with the average
number of words per page (200) to get the
average price of one word (“ 0.25 + 200 =
0.00125 or 1/800 if you prefer fractions.
(J.F.D. Wood, #26)



Curiosity and Community

‘I think your comic is the most breathtaking, most frightening, most enchanting comic out
and every time | go to bed | think of you.” (Lisa Wilder, #45)

Discussion:
Déja vu (#54) followed by five readers’ responses (#63): similar experiences and possible
explanations (both spiritual and scientific)

‘to thank all the girls who sent me their instructions for the Wheel of Fortune after I'd asked
for them on your letter page [#62]’ (Jane Allen Maerdy, #74)

Comics societies and fan clubs:
Worldwide, invitations

Selling/swapping back issues and annuals:
Aileen McMahon (#60)

Debate — factual and preferences:

‘Your reader was wrong when she said there were only two other ways of killing vampires
other than a stake through the heart.” (Nichola Layzell, #95).

‘I disagree with the two girls who suggested less monsters and more mystery [...] an element
of mystery’s all right but overdoses would make Misty commonplace [...] | prefer a comic
that puts tingles in my back, not tangles in my book.” (R. Mclnnes, #76)




Compass

Diversity of age, gender, location:
Misty claims aged 7-21 (#10)
Letters page shows aged 9-85 (#84, #52)

‘My daughter at the age of nine

Thinks your comic is just fine

Her Nan now at the age of fifty

First introduced the comic Misty

| never thought I'd be on the hook

For any comic or any book.

Which go to show it suits all ages

And excites us when we turn the pages’
(Ms J. Broadley, #29)

France [#35, #75], Holland, Australia, New Zealand, United Arab Emirates [#46], USA [#32,
#45, #86] and Germany (all cited by Misty in #89); also Bolivia (#58), Mallorca (#59) and
Romania (#73).



Final thoughts:

* Guidance vs free rein

* Creativity

* Trends and conversations

T
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