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FOREWORD

From Sir Neil Cossons
Chairman of English Heritage

The best-known monuments are not necessarily the best understood. Our concern to care for them can sometimes inhibit
imaginative research. So it is with particular pleasure that | welcome Stonehenge World Heritage Site: An Archaeological
Research Framework to kick-start a new era of responsible management combined with important, query-driven investigation.

This publication complements the Archaeology Research Agenda for the Avebury World Heritage Site — published in
2001, the first of its kind for any World Heritage Site — and the regional and period-based research frameworks which
English Heritage is currently helping to promote across the country. The production of the Stonehenge Research
Framework, co-ordinated by English Heritage and Bournemouth University, has brought together a wide range of people
with different interests in Stonehenge and its landscape to debate and argue about what we think we know, and would
like to know, about this world-famous and often contentious monument. What are the questions we should ask about
Stonehenge and how might we prioritise and tackle them? What information might still be locked within the archives of
previous investigations, the collections of museums and the landscape itself? How shall we pursue these questions while
caring properly for the World Heritage Site and passing it on to future generations in a better state than it was passed on
to us? For we cannot be proud of Stonehenge’s treatment in recent decades: ploughed and scoured, pincered between
busy roads; it deserves better.

This document is not meant to strait-jacket research, which should be dynamic and responsive. On the contrary, | hope
that it will further stimulate interest and proposals. Success will be measured in future years by the extent to which the
questions posed here have been addressed, our understanding has improved, and people are able to enjoy Stonehenge
both as an outstanding monument and as a place that not only puzzles and intrigues but constantly generates ideas and
diverse opinions.

s Zan
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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radiocarbon ages. Where specific dates are cited they are expressed as a date-range calibrated from the original age
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and original uncalibrated age determination in years BP (Before Present) are also given. All radiocarbon age determinations
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Stonehenge, defined further in Section 1. References to the landscape in general are denoted by use of the common noun.
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limited circulation that are not published in the traditional sense. Sometimes these are hard to track down, but the Society
of Antiquaries of London has made a special effort to acquire copies of such reports and papers for their library. Any bona
fide researcher without access to the Society’s library wishing to consult these papers may contact the Librarian seeking
permission to see them. The Archaeological Investigations Project records ongoing archaeological excavations and
interventions, providing an annually up-dated on-line listing available at:
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We would like to thank all those individuals and organizations listed in Appendix IV, and/or named in the text, for their
contributions to the development of this Research Framework. In addition, we especially wish to thank the following for
their encouragement, support, assistance in sorting out queries and questions, or providing information as the project
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This volume was designed by Grant Campbell and Philip Silk; original photographs for the cover and section dividers are
by Philip Rowley; Frances Brown copy-edited the manuscript and assisted with proofreading; Susan Vaughan prepared the
index; and James Samson co-ordinated the production and printing.

The maps bound into this volume are derived from data held in the Stonehenge GIS maintained at English Heritage’s
Centre for Field Archaeology in Portsmouth, with additions. All the maps, together with the line drawings and plans in the
text, were produced by Vanessa Constant from source material acknowledged in the relevant captions. Neville Stokes kindly
assisted with digitizing the colour photographs. Grateful thanks are extended to the following institutions and individuals for
generously allowing the use of pictures and photographs singly or as part of composite illustrations: Birmingham University
Institute of Archaeology and Antiquity (100); Bodleian Library, Oxford (65); Jane Brayne (33); Timothy Darvill (9, 18, 19, 26A,
26B, 39A, 68, 71, 74, 76, 82, 84, 88, 89, 90, 92, 95, and 96); Devizes Museum/Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History
Society (5, 7, and 42); English Heritage/RCHM Aerial Photographic Library (1, 10, 11, 24, 40, 41, 46, 52 (left), 63, 64, 70, 72
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(72 (middle)); The Guardian Newspaper Group (17); Prehistoric Society (16); Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum (8, 75,
and 99); Neville Stokes (67); Wessex Archaeology (13, 56, and 78); and Wiltshire County Building Record (66 and 94).



001-014 prelims.gxd 6/21/05 4:13 PM Page 10 $



001-014 prelims.gxd 6/21/05 4:13 PM Page 11 $

ILLUSTRATIONS AND MAPS

S, ]

O N o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Aerial view of Stonehenge and the Avenue looking northeast
Schematic representation of the main components of an archaeological research framework

Location map showing the position of the Stonehenge Landscape within northwest Europe and the
topographical form of the Stonehenge Landscape

Idealized plan and elevation of Stonehenge by Inigo Jones published in 1655

Watercolour by Philip Crocker showing William Cunnington and Sir Richard Colt Hoare supervising
Stephen and John Parker opening a round barrow in the Normanton cemetery

Plan of Stonehenge by Flinders Petrie, completed in 1877

Professor William Gowland supervising the excavation of Stone 56 in 1906

A dragline excavator and lorries being used in the excavations at Boscombe Down West in 1949
Field evaluation using test-pits for the proposed Stonehenge Visitor Centre at Larkhill

Plot of the results from a geophysical survey of the Lesser Cursus in 1993

LiDAR image of a section of the Stonehenge Landscape near Fargo Plantation

Ploughing across the eastern section of the Stonehenge Avenue, east of King Barrow Ridge, in the 1720s
Laser scanner in action recording rock art on the surfaces of Stone 53 at Stonehenge

Early map of the Stonehenge Landscape from Sir Richard Colt Hoare’s The ancient history of Wiltshire
Andrew Sherratt’s European dialectic model adapted to changing interpretative models of Stonehenge
Stuart Piggott’s map of Wessex Culture graves in central southern England

De-romancing Stonehenge: confronting the socio-political functions of the site in a post-modernist age
Rabbit damage to a round barrow in the Winterbourne Stoke barrow cemetery

Salisbury Plain, a chalk downland landscape

The Stonehenge Landscape

Palaeolithic implements from the Stonehenge Landscape

Tranchet axes from the Stonehenge Landscape

The Coneybury ‘Anomaly’

Robin Hood’s Ball from the air

Long barrows in the Stonehenge Landscape

Winterbourne Stoke long barrow and Bowls Barrow

Oval barrow in the Stonehenge Landscape

Neolithic pottery from the Stonehenge Landscape

Schematic phase-plans of Stonehenge 3000-1200 BC

Henge monuments in the Stonehenge Landscape

Late Neolithic causewayed barrows

Wilsford cum Lake barrow G54

The Amesbury Archer

Flint mines at Durrington

King Barrow Ridge ‘Plaque Pit’ and its contents

Rock art at Stonehenge

Recorded archaeological sites and monuments in the ‘Durrington Zone’

Late Neolithic house revealed below Durrington 68

o

10
13
14
16
17
22
23
25
28
30
31
35
36
37
39
40
41
42
43
44
46
47
50
51
53
54
55
57
58
59
60

Xi



001-014 prelims.gxd

Xii

6/21/05

39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80

4:13 PM Page 12 $

Bush Barrow and its grave goods
Winterbourne Stoke linear barrow cemetery northeast of Long Barrow Crossroads

Plot of the results of a geophysical survey over Stonehenge and the Stonehenge Down Group
barrow cemetery

Round barrows under excavation

Early bronze tools from the Stonehenge Landscape

The Wilsford Shaft

The Egg, Countess Road

Linear earthwork and barrow cemetery on Lake Down

Shrewton barrow Gsa and later Deverel-Rimbury cremation cemetery
The Durnford Hoard of middle Bronze Age metalwork

Vespasian’s Camp, Amesbury

The Packway Enclosure, Durrington

Later prehistoric and Roman settlement at Netheravon

Scotland Farm, Winterbourne Stoke

Late Iron Age tribal territories in southern Britain

Roman civitates in southern Britain

Romano-British settlement on Winterbourne Stoke Down
Sunken-floor hut and related features at Butterfield Down, Amesbury
Postholes possibly supporting a timber gallows at Stonehenge
Anglo-Saxon and contemporary kingdoms in southern Britain
Amesbury

The medieval hundreds of Wiltshire

Modern parishes wholly or partly within the Stonehenge Landscape
Shrewton: a polyfocal village

Aerial view of abandoned watermeadows in the Avon Valley

Aerial view of marks left by medieval ridge and furrow cultivation
Amesbury Park

Countess Farm, Amesbury

Shrewton lock-up

Milestone beside the modern A344 northeast of Stonehenge
Eighteenth-century view showing trippers at Stonehenge

Vertical aerial photograph of the area north of Stonehenge, taken on Christmas Eve 1943
The Lorraine/Wilson memorial at Airman’s Cross

Stonehenge for tourists

Aerial photograph of Stonehenge looking east in 1966

Modern-day stone circle constructed at Butterfield Down, Amesbury
Romano-British corn drier at Butterfield Down, Amesbury

Woodland clearance at New King Barrows following the storms of January 1990
Cybernetic model of a dynamic social system

The Boscombe Bowmen

Imported objects found with early Bronze Age burials in the Stonehenge Landscape

Stonehenge showing the main astronomical axes and alignments

o

62
64
64

65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
72
73
74
74
75
77
78
80
81
81
33
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
90
90
93
93
94
95
95
97
97
97
98
100

101



001-014 prelims.gxd 6/21/05 4:13 PM Page 13 $

81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98

99
100

Social territories in Neolithic Wessex

Dolerite outcrops at Carn Menyn in the Preseli Hills, Pembrokeshire

Hilversum and Wessex biconical style urns from burials in the Stonehenge Landscape
Stonehenge: the bluestone oval and surrounding sarsen structures

Reconstruction of the Southern Circle at Durrington Walls

Stukeley’s view of the Cursus in the early eighteenth century

A model of the social use of space around Stonehenge

River Avon north of Amesbury

Pathways and signing around Stonehenge

Test-pit excavated through floodplain deposits beside the River Avon near Amesbury
Stonehenge in contemporary humour

Durrington 35 round barrow in the Old King Barrow cemetery

Geophysical surveys along the Avenue

Nineteenth-century Tithe Award map of the Stonehenge area

Targeted excavations of low-relief fieldsystem boundaries east of Fargo Plantation
Linear evaluation trench at Larkhill

Henge monument on Coneybury Hill, Amesbury

Researcher visiting Stonehenge in the early eighteenth century

Reconstructed of the Beaker burial found in Shrewton 5k

Immersive technology providing simultaneous access to virtual worlds

END MAPS

A

r &6 m m  ©O

O W o =2 =2 r R

Stonehenge Landscape showing the distribution and extent of modern settlement, key landscape

areas discussed in the text, and the extent of the World Heritage Site
Stonehenge Landscape showing position and extent of interventions and surveys
Plot of features revealed by the analysis of aerial photographs

Stonehenge Landscape showing the position of Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings,
Conservation Areas, and Registered Parks and Gardens

Palaeolithic findspots and key Pleistocene deposits

Mesolithic findspots and key Pleistocene deposits

Early and middle Neolithic constructions and findspots of related objects
Later Neolithic constructions and findspots of related objects

Early Bronze Age constructions and findspots of related objects

Middle and later Bronze Age constructions and findspots of related objects
Iron Age constructions and findspots of related objects

Romano-British occupation areas and main findspots of related objects
Saxon and early medieval occupation areas, burial places, and findspots of related objects
Medieval settlements, constructions, and key findspots of related objects
Post-medieval archaeological features

Principal nineteenth- and twentieth-century archaeological features

Archaeological interventions and surveys connected with proposals for relocating
the Stonehenge Visitor Centre and associated facilities

Archaeological interventions and surveys connected with proposals for improving the A303

o

102
103
104
109
110
111
113
114
116
118
119
125
128
130
130
131
132
133
134
135

xiii



001-014 prelims.gxd

Xiv

6/21/05 4:13 PM Page 14 $

TABLES

1 Summary of the main archaeological techniques used in the field evaluation of possible sites for
a new Stonehenge Visitor Centre

2 Summary of the main types of round barrow represented in the Stonehenge Landscape

Later medieval settlements and hundreds within the Stonehenge Landscape

4 Relationships between defined Issues (Section 3) and proposed Objectives (Section 4)

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

AAHRG
BAR
CBA
DCMS
DLA
DM
DNA
DoE
EIA
GIS
HBMCE
HMSO
ICOMOS
LH
LiDAR
0s
PPG
PRN
RAF
RCHM
Revd
SM
SMR
SPTA
WAC

Avebury Archaeological and Historical Research Group
British Archaeological Reports

Council for British Archaeology

Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Defence Land Agent

Devizes Museum

Deoxyribonucleic acid

Department of the Environment

Environmental Impact Assessment

Geographical Information System

Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office

International Council on Monuments and Sites

Lords Hansard

Light Detecting and Ranging

Ordnance Survey

Planning Policy Guidance

Primary Record Number

Royal Air Force

Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England (now part of English Heritage)
Reverend

Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum

Sites and Monuments Record

Salisbury Plain Training Area

Wessex Archaeological Committee

12

63
82

123



