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Involving Older Gay Men in
Research: The Lure of Group
Experience

Kip Jones and Lee-Ann Fenge

Introduction

This chapter considers ways to involve older gay men in research, reflecting
upan the expericnce gained through two projects invalving older gay men in
group expericnces. In both projects, male participants were keen to become
involved in opportunities to meet and cooperate as groups, and relished the
opportunity to come together to share their experiences. This chapter will
explore why tools such as participatory action research and focus groups
are appealing 1o older gay men as methods for sharing their experiences.
It will consider how older gay men make use of the group expericnce, and
thie benelit this brings to an overall research project.

Background

When considering why and how alder gay men become involved in research
projects, it is impoitant to contextualize their lives within wider historical
and social contexts (Clunis et al., 20035). Life events and societal approaches
toweards homesexuality will bave sculpted both individual and group iden-
tity. Many grew up when homosexuvality was still illegal and criminalized,
and as a consequence they may have masked their sexual orientation, and
lived in fear of homophobia (Fredriksen-Goldsen and Muraco, 2010), For
alder gay men, identity is not only influenced by their sexual orientation,
but also mediated by a myriad of other social locations., As a result, they may
be silenced by multiple levels of discrimination including ageism, heterosex-
istn and homophobia (LeCompte, 1993, and hidden identitics may result in
higher Llevels of personal, social and geographic isclation (MoCarthy, 2000
Ii-::-uldn:n_, 20001 |.:|IJ"|.I.IH_|.'|.“ and Grossmman, 200018 Beard and Hissam, 2002;
Fenge and Jones, 201 130 Mormative notions of masculinity are strongly tied
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to wouth and to heterosexuality (Slevin, 2008), therefore ageing may pose
particular challenges for older gay men.

A key feature of the cunrent ageing population of gay men is their shared
history of HIV/AAIDS as it developed i the 19805 and the impact this had
in ‘decimating sccial networks and shaping their personal and social lives'
(Rosenlield et al., 2012, p. 253). Coming together in a group with other older
gay men may therefore affer opportunities for validating a lived' experience
of loss, discrimination and stigma, and such connections can offer resilience
Lo both individoal and group identity. Research with sexual minority vouth
suggests group expericnoe may ‘acknowledge a group’s collective experience
of discrimimation’ (30 Fulvic, 2011, p. 1614}, and this may also be troe for
older gay men who have a collective histony of prejudice and discrimination
Lo share.

The expericnce of stigma and prejudice across the life course can increase
the expericnce of isclation and stress levels for older gay men (Meyer, 2003;
Iwasaki and Ristock, 2007 The complexity of the intencelationships between
bicgraphical diversity and social context [(Cronin and King, 20100, allows
us to consider the myriad of factors that influence identity and sccial con-
nectedness. Some may be ‘out’ and integrated into a gay lifesiyle, while
othets may be 'cloeseted' and isolated from the support of a wider gay
comimunily. Enabling older gy men to share and voice theit experiences
through groups enables researchers to develop a deeper understanding of
the effects of personality, personal histony, health, gender, sexuality, support
networks, marital status and ethnic and cultural differences on ageing and
sexuality.

5haring in a group conlext

Mary older gay men have negotiated their identity within a heteronorma-
tive, farnibe-based society. As non-hetercsexvals, gay men have lived cutside
of the traditicnal sipports for identity and velationships (Weeks et al., 2001,
and have needed to find support and connections within their own commu-
nity or Family of chicice. Social connectedness is important to the experience
of individual well-being and has been demonstrated to be benehcial in times
of stress (Cohen, 2004, and fellowship groups for older gay men in the
United States have been descritzed as ‘affective fellowship!, prowviding social
support to often isolated individuals (Shokeid, 2001].

Social dimensions aof well-being include a sense of belonging, and can be
linked to noticns of sccial capital and social contacts that give support (Gray,
2o0a). Froviding opportunities for older gay men to share their experiences
through a rescarch ar community group offers opportunities for individuals
Loy pool their sccial capital and develap resilience through connpectivity with
others. Equally important is the opportunity to come together as a commu-
nity of stanrbellers. Focus groups offer situations inwhich personal narratives
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are intertwined with identities and communities (Plummer, 1995], and can
be an important tool as the discursive nature of the focus group allows
older gay men tovalidate their narratives as well as explore new networking
possibilities.

Being part ol a group, be it an informal support group or a research focus
group, brings individuals together for a common purpose. Foous groups
can encourage discussion around 'sensitive' soes, and have been wsed to
explore end ol life expericnoes of alder LGR (Leshian, Gay and Bisexual)
peaple and bereavement within same sex relationships (flmack et al., 2010),
and the nature of stress for leshians and gay men (lwasaki and Ristock, 2007
Focus groups offer the opporfunity to share naratives and engage in inter-
pretative practices through which social realities are constructed. For gay
micn, this may involwe negotiating the socially constructed negative view of
homesexuality, and the influence this has had on their identity across thein
life course.

The following sections will explore the itvolvement of alder gay men
in two research projects, The fist embraced a participatory action research
methodalogy to work with a group of alder leshians and gay men for thiree
vears to explore their experiences ol ageing [Gay and Grey Troject, 2006,
Fenge, 2010). The second (Fernge et al., 2010; Fenge and Jones, 2011) built
an the themes emerging from the st project, and focised on how ‘coming
out' narnatives are used as a way of negotiating identity owver the life course.

The Gay and Grey Project

Thie Gay and Grey project was a joint initiative belween a voluntary agency
working with older people in Dorset, and Bourmemouth University, funded
for three vears by the Big Lotteny Fund. The project was amaong the veny fiest
in the United Kingdom o undertake participative action vesearch (PAR) with
alder lshians and gay men. PAR has been used effectively with other groups
al marginalized people to suppoit social justice and to promote the voices of
thiese groups (Cahill, 2007; Etowa et al., 2007), and it was therefore felt to be
an appropriate method when working with older LGE peaple who may have
expericnced lifelong discrimination. PAR was used to support and facilitate
alder lshians and gay men's engagement in research about their experiences
ol secial exclusion and marginalization.

Acore group of up to 20 volunteers was involved i the project, and they
wene sell-identified non-heterosexuals, aged bebween 55 and B3 years, The
project aimed to

(1] Identify factors and issues that may contribute to older leshian and gay
exclusion from the wider community, the gay community itsell arad
freom the =u pport, services and activilies available, and

(21 I[dentify how these issues could be addressed.
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Using a PAR approach is not straightfonsard, and different group members
bring disparate and sometimes competing aspirations for the project to the
table. A major challenge was to engage with people drawn to the project
for ditferent reascns. As Bradbury and Reason (2001, pp. 445945000 sugegest,
‘different individual members are likely 1o hold different questions with
dilferent degrees ol interest'.

This prowvided a challenge to both researchers and to the older volunteers,
as they needed to pecognize 'otherness’ and value the contributicns of athers
within the resecarch process. Group processes can lead tofpaolitical disempene-
crment’ (Lennie, 2005), a situation in which certain participants take contral
of a project thereby excluding 'other’ voices and ideas. This can result in
some people being silenced by a project that sets out to empower them.
Participatory action research therefore has the capacity to be ‘exclusive’ as
well as “inclusive' (Fenge, 2010].

Coming together as a mixed group in a participatony action research
project allowed both alder lesbian and gay men to share “collective’ expe
ricnces associated with their sexuality, This meant confronting assumplions
that bath men and women had about each ather's experiences. Cne alder
leshian valunteer describes this process of coming together as a mixed group:

There was scime kind of assumptlion that men's and women's issoes were
different. This turned out to be wiong actually; there was a difference
certainly . .. but the fears, needs, aspirations and expeclations were very
much the same — and we faidy quickly re-thought the idea of separatism
and re-grouped.

(Fenge et al, 2009, p. 517

This highlights the importance of allowing participants to define group
membeiship and participation. As is the case in any group coming together
foor the First time, the group evalved as the focus of the research emerged and
became embedded. Interestingly, the appeal of the project appeared to divide
along gendered lines. The older lesbians were keen to become involved in
the research process itself, engaging in both the quantitative and qualitative
aspects of the research project. They readily tock on the role of researcher,
undertaking reseanch and anahesing data, and later becoming invalwved in
writing a text book and several academic papers.

In contrast, the older gay men appeared to be motivated by a desite to
meet others through groups and networks (Fenge <t al., 20080 Therefore,
the social aspect of the project, and the cpportunity it afforded o meet in
a relatively safe envircnment, was a cenbral precocupation. This is described
by onie male volunieer who reflected on his experience of the project:

From the very beginning of the project it became apparent that there

was a greal peed foo some way of helping older gay men in the outlring
areas ol the county get in touch with and socialby interact with theic
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peets ... Some of these men were very disappointed when they learned

that it was not, strictly speaking, within the remit of the project and there

was a fair amount of drop-out among the male volunbeers as a result.
(Fenge et al., 2009, p. 15a]

Thicse volunteers that remained with the project readily took on 'outieach’
roles and raised the proble of the project with agencies aciess health- and
socialcare seclors, Some voluntesis also spent a considerable amount of
elfcrt trying to set up a social structure for these men who wanted to share
thieir expericnces with other gay men in a group. As a vesult, some facilitated
small groups were set up in more rurally isclated parts of the local area,
and through these meetings the volunteers tried to encourage members to
take owvmership and vesponsibility for crganizing events among themselves,
These smaller groups provided a sale baven for alder gay men to share thein
collective expericnos within a supportive environment. This aspect may be
particularly impoitant oo gay men who are ageing with stigma attached to
both cld age and homosexuality (Slevin, 20085,

What became evident through the project was that multiple forms of mas-
culinity and identity exist and these are produced by the infersecticns of
various factors including class, ethnicity, age, sexuality and locaticn. Older
gay men can be both ‘advantaged and disadvantaged by these interlocking
sysbems of power and oppressicon’ (Slevin and Linnemanno, 2000, p. 4840,
Some men who were attracted to the project were ‘out’ and happy (o share
this with other people as part of the roles they took during the praject. Oth-
ers wanbed to remain hidden, alter living a lifetime with fear and stigma, and
wene looking for a “sale’ group to join. Toa certain extent, the project offered
a place for these different needs to be met. Through the *social’ group, older
gay men were able to meet on a wegolar basis for support, and through
a range of activities those wanting to change policy and practice became
invalved in research and practice development.

The project seemed to attract individuals who wanted a "group’ experience
where they could shate a feeling of solidarity with cach other, and validate
thieir identities and masculinities as older gay men through a shared history
and understanding. Such matural groups or social networks appeared to be
missing from their lives, and some volunteers readily joined the project in
thie hope that it would Bl this void. [t was disappointing that, despite a good
deal of effort from the volunteers in terms of establishing 'social’ groups for
isclated older gay men, the groups were not self-sistaining, and soon ended
when the project itself concluded.

Gay and Pleasant Land? - A study about positioning, ageing
and gay life in rural south-west England and Wales

Thie Gay and Pleasant Land? project began with two points of intevest esolt-
ing from the Gay and Grey project: Arst, ‘coming out' stories seemed to be a
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pervasive coping device used by participants in the study; and second, little
was koionwwn about older gay lives and experiences of those gay citizens who
may be geographically isolated in raral settiogs.

Through an explontion of the recollections, perceptions and storied
bicgraphies of older lesbians and gay men and their rural experiences, the
Gay and Fleasant Land? project focused on connectivity and the inter-
sections between place, space, age and identity, and the life course that
describes these past connections. fs part af the overarching Grey and Pleas
ant Land? group of studies on ageing in rmimal south-west England and Wales
under the national UK ressarch programme, Mew Dynamics of Ageing, 'con-
nectivity' was a central concept in developing an understanding of howe
sense of belonging may be negotiated within a raral context. The umbirella
Grey and Pleasant Land? project investigated the key ways in which older
people are connected to their raral communitics; that is, culturally, scocially,
coconomically and technolegically, and, through these, examined older peor
ples itvolvement in civic life. ‘Connectivity' can be understood vis-d-vis
the Gay and Pleasant Land? project as the ways in which individuals iden-
tity and connect themselves with others and the ways i which this may
be filtered by aspects of their age and sexuality. Identity and the ways in
which older gy mern chose to disclose their sexuality as part of their identity
cxerls an influence on the particular ways inwhich these individuals made
such connecticns. Biography was seen as a rebrospective way in which to
explore the litespan and the way in which memory constiucts and influences
present-day connectivity,

The emerging recollections, perceptions and storied biographies of older
gay citizens and their rural experiences formed the bulk of the data gathered
and the basis for story and characterization of a short professicnally made
Olm, Bfus Stone (20121, the main cutput of the project. Although alder les
bians were equally included in the study, it was the stories told by alder gay
men, individually and in groups, which mainly informed the Project Team
in the creation of the stoty for the ilm, using compesite characters as a liter-
ary device, or a "fictive' teality (Jores, 2001 2h). Fictive peality is conceived as
the ability to engage in imaginative and creative invention while remaining
true to the remembered realities as told by participants in a study. A similar
incident or report may be told by several participants through the research
process. When these reports are combined into one person's stony, a ‘hction’
is born, Second, when writing the script, the characters “take owver’, another
device of fiction wiiting, AL all tmes during the wiiting of the story and
scripd for the film, however, shuttling back and forth to the aw interview
data was kew.

The project's main aim was to empower both alder leshians and gay men
in rural aveas through a collaborative multi-method participatons action
research diesigng which embraced the principles of a Performative Social Sci-
ence [Jones, 2006) in its disseminaticn plar. The flm was made in order to
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encourage communily dialogue and inform service providers, to ‘open up
{orne or twol obstrocted passages, and to connect levels of ceality kept apart
from one another' (Bourriaud, 2002, @ 80

Methods

A range ol methods was vsed to generate the storicd bicgraphios of alder gay
citizens about their wral experiences. These included in-depth biographic
life story interviews (BR1M) [_|'|:||::||.":. 20601, 2004a) and actoal site wisits to the
rural locations where older gay citizens were living, Sifting through the ini-
tial raw data from the inferviews, cerfain questions remained unanswered;
others begeed to be fleshed cut, Some crucial points were mised in the
intervicws, but not elaborated upon by the participants. 1t was decided to
arganize a focus group or ‘coflee morning’ in order to foous more specit-
ically on these remaining questions and expand upon the tichness of the
individual interviews. What had become clear from our bicgraphic inter-
views was that it was not so important that participants curvently resided in
the countryside, but rather, that they had experience of mwral living at scine
point over the life course. Bigration had been a trpical occutrence in the
life stories for all but cne of the individuals we interviewed. We also cpened
the focus group up o younger (304 participants who were gay and had
experience of rural living.

The naticnal UK Gay News picked up the stony and publicized the coffes
moming, creating wider interest in participation. Except for one leshian who
was already coming for an individual interview at the time, the focus group
ended up consisting of men, probably due to the Gay News' circulation. The
discussions were lively and informative, bringing perscnal experiences and
details to the mix of queries, which proved helpiul to the development of
the story for the Glin, What impressed the crganizers most, however, was
hew this opportunity for imostly] men to gather, “tell tals' and converse,
seemed really impoitant to them - a unigue and valued experience. At the
end of the morning, it was as though they did not want this seemingly rare
opportunity for informal interacticn o end. In eveny case, from the initial
in-depth interviews, to the site wisits and finally in the foous group, these
gay men seemed particulacly willing - even proud - to be contributing to
our study, Involvement in the project was perocived as giving the tales from
thieir lite stories a sense of legitimacy — stories that often have been kept
hidden from or silent in their local, often mural, communities. Open-ended
probes focused, nonetheless, on particular aveas where stocies, which we had

heard needed to be Heshed cut:

& What isfwas it like being gay and living in the countryside?
# How do yvouldid you cope with being gay and living in a small
community?
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# How open are voulwere vou about being gay to neighbours and other
peaple in the village?

#* How do people treat you ditferently because you are gay or when they
suspect that you are different?

= How do services (doctons, nurses, social sarvices and so ond teeal you
differcrath?

*  How do voufdid vou maintain friendships with other gay people in the
countryside?

¢ What is the worst thing that has ever happened 1o you becavse vou are
gay? What is the best thing?

& How has growing older made a difference in the place that you live?
i how has the place that you live made a difference in growing
alder?

Coffee Morning focus group probes

Guy, a taxi driver in his late 50s, was the youngest participant in the focus
group, and it was interesting to note that his stories were cagecly listened
to by the other older participants. Perhaps Guy's tales represented possible
alternative concepts of masculinity not perceived as available to the older
generation of gay men? When he spoke at the Coflee Morning about his
interactions through his job, Guy's presentation and style seemed o indicate
tor the group that things, indeed, vwere changing:

I'm a taxi driver um, in [, .., which is a pretty 'butch’ job, had to take
the jewelry off and stop the make-up...

‘sroup laughter*

But 1, um, but [ was a taxi driver for 13 years and 1 thought perbaps
I can de a little bit of good here, um, perhaps 1 can, um, pethaps if 1 say
who 1 am, um, people can see I'm, 1 don't 'm not particulacly camp,
not the stereclypical gay man, and il people can see that gay people are
just ordinary and then perhaps 'm doing a little bit of good, and as it
turnied cut 1 was able to . and it became Guy the gay taxi driver rather
than Guy the nice taxi man. .. .1 was also the catalyst for other gay men
uim unfortunately as a taxi driver working at night vou gel propositioned
um ard 1 had um voung lads proposition me . .. very fattering ... um um
because they thought this was the onby way 1o make contact with some-
orie that was gay. .. just o simply chat to these guys from the villages
just to say 'look you know um you don't have to sort of you know offer
voursell to someone um just to bave a chat with them um Let's have a
chat let's talk about things'. . .. There was a regular lad who [ used bo pick
up went to G.Loum and er we got talking and he was able to sort himeseli
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out mentally through talking., Unfortunately pressure was on him and he
eventually staved in the straight world.”

Following the interviews and citizen panel analyses of the data (see Jones,
2001, 2004a) and the subsequent focus group, conversations [rather than
formal mectings) were cartied out by the project's researchers and its adwi-
sory commitice consisting of active alder gay citizens and representatives of
setvice providers, The researchers and wolunteers sifted coner the materials
and stories, suggesting possible plat lines, turns and twists, and contributed
tor the development ol the main characters — always constantly shuttling
back and [orth to and (ram the research data itself.

Eventually, a dramatic arc began to emerge for the Glm's story and its
inhabitants. At this stage, the project director began wiiting Rigfies Stome
(2012) as a story an his weblog (Jones, 2012c). This resulted in the “treat-
ment' for the Alm that was thee handed over to the film's divector who wrote
thie bnal script, always in consultation with the Project Divector Lo ensure
accuracy with the rescarch findings and to maintain the purpose intended
from the outset ol the Project.

The project lead and author of the story for the ln, Kip [ones, reflects:

How much of the story of Bofus Sfore is my story? This is a difficalt
question. As an older gay man, of course [ identify with the characters.
MWonetheless, 1 grew up in a different countey it a different time and under
different circumstances. Stll, there are similar memories and thewe are
helptul in viiting the background for the film. 1 also makes it casier for
me o sy 1o the director, ‘Mo, they wouldn't react that way, rather this
way', There are certain experiences (oo perhaps ‘memories’ to be mone
exact] that we share in commeon. In conducting a biographic interview
with cine of the volunteers, I recall clearhy his reaching a paint in his stocy
when he was also telling moy stony, 1 was quite 3 moment for me and rein-
foirced a fact that is so often overlooked in reporting on leshian and gay
experiences: accounts are not simphy tales of sexual encounters: they are
staries aboul relaticnships which are cften complex cnes with histories
grounded in family, community, place and time. The final rescurce then
was a trust i my own memories or reliance on auto-ethnography as the
final picce of the puzzle in bringing the composite chamcters to life and
erriching the plotline before handing it over to the film's director who
created the final script.

This retrospective imagining or 'musing', supported by narative biographi-
cal theory, is extended in this case to the illuscay bicgraphies of others and
constructed within a sense of ather as created by an imaginative projection
al self onto their worlds (Jones, 2112a), creating 'dialogue(s) which never
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happened’ (Reisz, 2012). In the end, the Hlm renders poetically the way in

which our memories morph and play with our histories, much as dappled
sunlight reveals, then conceals, an idyllic landscape.

Jesh Appignanesi, the Olm's directorn, outlines the stony of Rufus Sfore

(2002

The story dramatizes the old and continued prejudices of village life from
thiee main perspectives, Chiefly it is the story of Rufus, an ‘out’ alder gay
man whio was exiled from the village as a vouth and reductantly returns
from London to sell his dead parents' cottage, where he is fooced to con-
front the faces of his estranged past. OF these, Abigail is the tattle-tale who
‘cited” Rufus 50 years ago when he spurned her interest. She has become
a lonely deluded lush. Flip, the boy Rulus adored, has also stayed in the
village: a life wasted in celibacy (occasionally interupted by anonymeus
sexual encounters) and denial [whe is] leoking after his elderly mother
But Rufus too isn't whaole, saddled with an imability to retucn or forgive.

Key indings

Although the laves changed regarding the illegality of homeosexuality in
1967, men whose sexual identity developed before that change were pro-
foundly marked by growing up during the period when homosexuality
was illegal and punishable by impriscnment.

Being born in one particular rural location and spending a lifetime, there
is extremely rare. It may, in fact, be the case that many who complain of
‘incomers”’ in rural areas were, at one time, incomers themselves,
Prejudice was  reported by gay  men, particulacly  in small  oaral
corrmurities.

A secondary danger was uncosrered in an attitude of 'we don't like to
menfion it' regarding the sexuality of othes among roral dwellers - a
rural versicn ol a 'don't ask don't tell' mentality.

Many older gay and lshbian dtizens need to negotiate ‘acceptance’ in
rural aveas by being extremely cautious about to whom and when they
‘come out’, if at all.

Megotiationn with service providers also is often either fraught with
difficulties or nom-existent in many of the reported cases.

Stories of suicide among older gay men were prevalent in several of the
accounts that participants gave.

Implications for policy, practice and public engagement

The projected impact of the project's film is to begin 1o change minds,

change attitudes and help to build communities where tolerance and

Apil 4, 2013 1750 WA PINT Page-218 STE1IATOOST24 17 _chali



PROOF

Kip fewres amid Lee-dmr Fowpe 219

understanding are keys to connectivity and to increasing the value of the
social capital of all citizenny in iral settings.

Problems of isclation, lack of mobility, limited friendship and support net-
works, along with issues of lack of service provision, are all discussed among
alder gay men in the rescarch much in the same way that they are concerns
for the larger heterosexual ageing population.

Whether real or imagined, class is also a major component in many of
the stories reported. Class and perceplions of clas are issues that emerged
repeatedly in the life stories of participants.

Further oulpuis

The film, Kifais Store (201 2), continue to be screened at both acad emic and
civic gatherings, with the expectation of wider viewing by the public in
the near future through television, Hlm festivals and general distribution.
Early audicnce resporises o screenings of the flm as well as further infor-
mation about the background to the rescarch and the making of the film
are available on the Megfies Sfore website: htipy/blogs.bournemonthuac. ok
rufus-store).

A Wethod Deck’ of cards is being produced through a grant from the
Big Laftery Fund. This [ollove-on project will provide a playful tool for use
by service prowiders and community groups to begin 1o deal with prejudice
against and isolaticn of older gay citizens within community groups and
servioes.

Aosmall studyy on diversity and bercaverment is curnrently being undertaken
at Bournemouth University, which includes interviewing older gay and les-
bian citizens and listening to their stories of loss and the complexities that
sometimes arise when dealing with loss in a hetercnormative calture.,

The ESRC Festival of Social Sciewce has funded a cne-day event for Autumn,
2012, titled: "Tathways to impact: Ageing, diversity, connectivity and com-
munity', which will bring together service providers, tepresentalives of
community and LGET groups, and academics for a screening of the film
and the launch of the Methods fo Diversity pack of cards,

Conclusion

Project Lead, Kip Jones, recalls a moment of hope and the possibility of
atlitudes changing among yvounger generaticns:

A phrase that is well over one hundred years old is often repeated by scine
members of an older generation that seems incapable at times of even
tolerating diversity in their midst. When a Victorian actor showed too
much affection for the leading man, actress Mis, Patrick Campbel] eplied:
"Mly diear, | don't care what they do, so long as they don't doit in the street
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and frighten the homes'. The fact that a Yictorian attitude frozen in time
is today seen as an ‘amusing' response to an “uncombortable’ situation
simphy bogeles the mind. Traditicnal values' such as tolerance and fait
play seem to have no place i this vesion ol community standard s

The line "We don't care what yvou do as long as vou don't do it in the road
and frighten the horses' is included in the script of Rufus Stere (2012). 1L is
delivered in a speech excusing village attitudes, even making light of a plea
[or compassion. [ the next scene, the lead character discoaners that his booy-
hood friend has just hanged himself. The point of this juxtapositicn in the
storyline is to emphasize that what we say often does have consequences,
offer serious ones.

o For some good nevs, Between takes of the scene described abowe,
[ was wailing with some of the voung crew, sheltering ourselves from a
sudden shower behind a van packed with leads and sindiy cinematic
cquipment. The boom operator, Dan, fresh from Olm school with an
unbiridled enthusiasm for his role, faceticusly guizeed met So Kip. Are
hotses afraid of gay people?’

W all laughed.

VE is less peimfand fo learn in youth thar o ke igmorart in age’ — Proverh,
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