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Objectives of the project 
 To investigate the use of multimedia elements in 

online news journalism in the UK and China 
  To identify synergies and harmonization across 

national and cultural divides 



The websites 
China 
 
 新华网   Xinhua Wang 
 南都网   Nandu  Wang 
 人民网   Renming Wang 

UK 
 

 BBC News 
 The Guardian 
 The Telegraph 

The 2014 sample dates 
9 May  9 June  9 July  



9 May 
 新华网 

The Central Discipline Inspection 
Commission of China invited 
Chinese netizens to expose party 
members breaching the discipline 
online 
 

 南都网 
A man imitating police tricked 
three women into bearing 
children for him, and one of the 
children was sold  

 
 人民网  

A speech from Xi Jinping ’we 
cannot use the formalism to 
oppose the formalism’  

 

 BBC News  
MPs raise concerns over tax 
collecting powers to take unpaid 
tax from bank accounts 
 

 The Guardian 
Snowden files prove spy agencies’ 
overreach , according to 
committee of MPs 
 

 The Telegraph 
Taxman has power to raid your 
bank accounts 
 



9 June 
 新华网 

2014 national college entrance 
examination reveals positive signs 
of education reforms 
 

 南都网 
China investigating the abolition 
or amendment of ‘asylum 
education’  
 

 人民网 
Peoples’ Daily ‘We should keep 
high alert for traps of western-
style democracy’  

 BBC News 
Schools inspector Ofsted to 
publish reports into schools 
infiltrated by ‘Trojan’ muslims 
 

 The Guardian 
Karachi airport: Pakistani Taliban 
claim responsibility 
 

 The Telegraph 
David Cameron is missing part of 
case for Scotland to remain in UK  



9 July 
 新华网 
 Xin Jingping: ‘China and the 

United States should cooperate 
and avoid confrontation to benefit 
the whole world’  
 

 南都网 
Police claimed ‘Bus fire was arson, 
motive of the attack is still 
unknown’ 
 

 人民网 
Xi Jinping discusses Chinese and 
American relations ‘We should not 
be puzzled by an incident, and not 
be harassed by a word’  
 
 
 

 BBC News 
National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
wants law on negligence over 
covering up child abuse 
 

 The Guardian 
Israel peps up offensive against 
Gaza as missiles target Tel Aviv 
 

 The Telegraph 
Savvy shoppers force down retail  
prices of goods by shopping 
around 
 

 



  



  



  



  



News front page structure 
China Scrolling 

ticker 
Refresh
ing 
ticker 

Display 
advertisi
ng 

UK Scrolli
ng 
ticker 

Refresh
ing 
ticker 

Display 
advertisi
ng 

Xinhua 
She 

Y N Y BBC News N Y N 

Nandu 
Wang 

N N Y The 
Guardian 

N Y Y 
 

Renming 
Wang 

N N Y The 
Telegraph 

N N Y 



Streams and feature pages 
China live 

radio 
stream 

live TV 
stream 

feature 
pages 

UK live 
radio 
stream 

live TV 
stream 

feature 
pages 

Xinhua 
She 

9 (XINHUA 
TV) 

764 
678 
528 

BBC News 1 (BBC 
Radio 5 
Live) 

1 (BBC 
News 
Channel) 

15 
14 
15 

Nandu 
Wang 

43 
46 
57 

The 
Guardian 

65 
61 
45 

Renming 
Wang 

14 (RMTV) 
14 
(Renming 
TV) 
12( RMTV) 

281 
331 
345 

The 
Telegraph 

4 
10 
7 



Number of stories featured on the news front 
pages of the six sites surveyed, subdivided into 
international and national 
China International  National  UK International  National  

Xinhua 
She 

5 
2 
4 

100 
82 
92 

BBC News 9 
12 
12 

27 
26 
37 

Nandu 
Wang 

3 
2 
1 

63 
61 
61 

The 
Guardian 

12 
7 
11 

11 
18 
15 

Renming 
Wang 

6 
2 
3 

59 
68 
51 

The 
Telegraph 

8 
7 
7 

22 
24 
24 



Number of news front page stories with visible 
links to multimedia content 

China Any 
multimed
ia 
content  

Video 
content  

Audio 
content  

UK Any 
multim
edia 
conten
t  

Video 
content 

Audio 
content 

Xinhua 
She 

4 
4 
2 

4 
4 
2 

0 
0 
0 

BBC News 11 
9 
9 

10 
9 
9 

1 
0 
0 

Nandu 
Wang 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

The 
Guardian 

0 
1 
1 

0 
1 
1 

0 
0 
0 

Renming 
Wang 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

The 
Telegraph 

5 
3 
3 

5 
3 
3 

0 
0 
0 



Conclusions 
 China multimedia news websites have three times as 

many stories as the UK sites 
 Both China and UK focus on national news at the 

expense of international stories, which are mainly 
lower down the page or in specialised sections 

 UK sites feature more international stories than the 
Chinese sites 

 Both China and UK multimedia news websites use 
mainly text and still image to present content, with 
relatively very little use of video and audio elements to 
illustrate stories 

 



Thank 
you  for 
listening! 
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