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Wallesteinis an Italian sex and horror comic, published between 1972 and 1982.

One of a number of adult pocket digests from publisBdifumettowhich offered a
heady mix of gothic horror, fantasy, sex and violence.

E IL PLAYBOY
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Wallesteinconcerns theexploits of JimmyVallestein an apparently dashing playboy
who, inreality, is a hideously deformed and brutally violent monstarallels can be
drawn with both Batman and Swamp Thing.
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Writing in the Sex and Horror series, M&krey memorably describenglestvein
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Wallesteinis one of the many pocket digest comics producedetifumettoin the
1970s and 1980s.

Typically covers are vibrant, well executed and quite adult.
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In common with many comics in this format, the interior art tends to be less
impressive.

Interior art is black and white; two panels per page is typical, although splash pages
also feature.

Each issue consists of a sahtained story of around 120 pages.



The Components diVallestein

Wallesteinhimself is an extremely physical, extremely sexual beakintasy of
unrestrained human desire.

However, he also avenges and investigates crinde® KS Qa | df&a 2 |
particularly brutal type of justice.

Villains are often emblematiaf capitalistgreed andcorrupt politics many other
ltalian media texts of this period reflect this cultural unease around the impact
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financially from hisdventures.




Only a few people know thaWallesteinis actually a monster, amongst them his
girlfriend SaraDrloff, and an old woman called Olympia Moore.
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The police are represented in the stories by the bungling Inspector Fleming and Serge
Blackman (echoes of Sherlock Holmes can be seen here)
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IL FUMETTO DEL BRIVIDO

IL RE DEL
TERRORE

QOMA/VZ 0 COMPLETO

2 | £ f S indsGobwo@saheritage is the
Italianfumetti neriboom of the early
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Angela and Luciana A dza Diabblik Q a
(1962) laid down a number of genre
conventions which were widely imitated
and can be found ikVallestein

A Adult audience.

A Format.

A Anti-hero as lead character.

A Police antagonist(s).

A Female partner/love interest.

A Capitalist greed/corruption.

A An antithero who can operate beyond
usual societal constraints.

A Increased eroticism and violence.



IL FUMETTO DIABOLICO

FUMETTO
PER ADULTI
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Increased sex and violenceDmabolikand its many imitators created a backlash in
some sections of society and the media from 1965.

The result was a splintering of the market ifitmnetti neriand fumetti vietati ai
minori.



GOLDRAKE

la parmigianina

RenzoBarbieristarts to producdumetti neri andfumetti vietati from 1966, and in 1972
launchesBiancaneveSexyavole Candida LMarchesaand Walesteinll Mostro under
his newEdifumettoimprint.




The British Link

Wallestein and the rest of theedifumettotitles are part of a much wider narrative that
sees adult comics gain popularity across much of Europe during the 1960s and 1970

BARBARELL A ' == mensuel

It is often claimed that British comics did not follow a similar trajectory, and that
comics in Britain continued to be dominated by juvenile publications (at least in the
mainstream)
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ADULT COMIG\

A UK ressue of aVallestein
comic that originally appeared in
Italy in 1973.

A Who would have published
this type of comic?

A How could it have been
distributed?

A Mainstream or small press?



'

Published by Top Sellers Ltd. 135 Wardour Street, London W1V
Printed in England

also on sale at 25p
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! NOT FOR SALE TO

MINORS UNDER
18 YEARS OF AGE.




