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Abstract

Stonehenge is the most w&lln o wn Neol i t hi ¢ monument surwv
prehistoric pastit has become an internationally recagl icon ofancient timesThe

research reported here considers aspects of the modern social history of Stonehenge,
focusing on the period between 1900 and 2020, produaieligtavistnarrative that

places Stonehge firmly in the centre of the story.

This research begins with the widely hel
aim is to look at how the site is both a catalyst and a crucible for social change. The

study analyseBow events at the monumebting together subultures of society. The

wor k wi || al so evaluate the extent to whi
the contemporary use aficientmonuments.

The research draws on three main sources. An examination of the literature,

consideration of the media and a public perception survey of 143 participants, leading to

a series of interviews. Also included is a small photo archive and a sample of

Stonehenge paraphernalia. These data sets are brought together using eight igtersectin
themes that form a relativist view of St
society today.

Analysis of the data shows that many individuals have strong emotional connections to
Stonehenge and its surrounding landscape. This influencegdisrabout the

monument. Most have firm opinions about its future. The nature and character of
Stonehenge paraphernalia highlights the importance of Stonehenge in popular culture.

It is evident that Stonehenge can be a useful tool that the heritagecsetuse to their
advantage to engage the public in archaeology. It can also be used as a platform to
expose anéxplore social issues.

Stonehenge is a strong presence throughout tharaearly 2% centuies bringing

together a range of diversab-cultures. It is the centre for many broad debates which
orbit round its circle. This thesis provi
history and contributes to an emerging new generation of research related to Stonehenge
in the modern world
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Preface

Growing up in the countryside outside Bath, Stonehenge was one of the ancient sites
that | knew about but had never visited prior tounglergraduatarchaeology degree. |
was more familiar with the landscape of the North Wessex downs, having sperit a lot o
time in the area. | have fond memories of climbing up to West Kennet, sitting amongst
the knotted roots of the Avebury trees and watching the mass of Silbury Hill looming in
the dusk on drives back home from visiting family.

't wasnodt wmehenge with myarchaedlogycouSd and started

volunteering there for English Heritage that | really became interested in the monument
and its impact on archaeology and cul tur
the recent photo exhibition analking to a local Salisbury taxi driver about the

generations of his family who worked at the Stonehenge café, back then and now,

sparked an interest in resedanghour moderndayinteractiors with ancient sites,

particularly prehistoric ones. | touchedampthis topic a little with my undergradte

dissertation which explored how pdseolithic societies interacted with Neolithic long
barrows, for which | interviewesleveralpeople that visit and use long barrows today.

For this research project, Il wantedb r esear ch and di scuss as|
modern social history from 1962020 becauesl thought it would be interesting to

take a freshlook atifr c haeol ogy i sné6t just what | i es
and do when we visit ancient sitand recording stories of this. How we interact with

ancient monuments like Stonehenge, becomes part of the fabric of that site and how we
perceive it. There is a rich modern culture that surrounds Stonehenge, one that is
constantly evolving and changimgth society. | hope that the research project that

follows helps to capture and interpret aspectS d6f 0 n e hseaiatpackgsound.

26



27



Acknowledgements

First and foremost, | would like to thank my supervisBrefessoilim Darvill andDr

Eileen Wilkes for supporting me throughout this thesis. Thank you for helping me to
develop my research ideas, providing constructive criticism on my work and guiding me
throughter esear ch project . | 6ve really enjoye
both. Yoursupport has been invaluable.

Thank you also to Emily CugiNaomiBailey,and the other research administrators at
t he Doctoral College, youdbve been a grea:
guestions about research development and thesis submission.

I would also like to thank everyone who participated in the pgimasearch for this

thesis, particularly those who responded to the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey
and those who | interviewddr thePublic Perceptions of Stonehenge &xgeriences

of Stonehenge interview$hank you all for your contributiorend your time, this
research wouldnét have been half as intel
regardingthe Experiences of Stonehenge interviews, some information has been
redacted to respect participantsd privac

A special thanks goestoteet af f at the Wil tshire and Sw
loved visiting to view the Stonehenge archives. Thankajsoto my mum, Penny
Grist, for your creativeinterpretations ofthe word clouds, they look beautiful.

Finally, thank you to the English H&age staff and volunteers at Stonehenge, part of

the inspiration for this research projec:
stilhave me, |l 6d | ove to come back and vol

28



29



Chapter One’ Introduction

To theunknowing visitor, it would be easy to imagine that Stonehenge has remained
largely constant in its appearanoeer the centuries and millennia that it has stdond.

reality, like many otheancientmonumentsStonehenge has undergone major

conservation wrk, with many of the stones having been moved or consolidated during

the last 100 year¥Vhat we see today mmostlyheld up by concrefdutSt onehengeo
facade isomehowperfectly unperfect. A weatherworn figure, blooming with lichen, its

lawn periodically weeded bignglish Heritagerolunteers.

Jacquetta Hawkes, an archaeologist with romanticist leanings, is often cited when

di scussing St onehengwa.c hlipumbbsbedrinl9p7agher o6 God
decl ares that OEvery agieorg atessitrhees 6S t(oHmaemk
174). Stonehenge and its landscape have undergone many changes over the last century,
metamorphosing into thmonument and tourist atithon that best suits the times.

Stonehenge is often thought of as a national landmark, a symbol of British culture
representing he prehistory of this country. Bar
contentious cont empor ar ghisyeflentedin tlie widdBe nd e r
appropriation of Stonehenge for politigalrposesand theoccasionalise of it to

support far right political leanings. But it is also an important part of British identity

(Bender, 1998: 9), that many people connect withpibeshe scheduling of

Stonehenge as amcientmonument in 1882 and thus cementing its status as a place of
archaeological interest; it is only over the last 50 years that Stonehenge has become

what we know it as today. A popular visitor attraction withiedl-oiled smootkhrunning

visitor centre, that welcomes nearly a million and a half people in a normal year. It is

also worth noting that Stonehenge is one of the most protected archaeological sites in

the UK, the monument ant surrounding landscaee designatedinder many
differentpiecesof legislation includinginscription as a UNESCO World Heritage Site

in 1986.

This research project was designed to p
soci al hi story, | oo ki mlganaltivocal neativist temsuBye n t
providing an analysis of key events, communjteesl subcultures that shaped the

history of Stonehenge from 1900 to the present day, this thesis centres Stonehenge,
looking at aspects of its modern social historpieégp understand something of its past.

It is hoped that this research project will form the bakfsirther discussiosabout

St onehengeds mod anmwmthesnonumeatlio the cestte ofrsych a n d
debatesThe remainder of this chapter focuses on the aims and objettigssppe of
thestudy and itdackgroundand a brief account diow the dissertatiorwill unfold.

Aim and Objectives

The overarching theme of the research reported here is an iavestigto how

Stonehenge has been used and seen by different communities in recent timesnThe

aim (which converts into a series of objectives)o produce an informative narrative of
Stonehengeds modern soci al tvistagpmacho f r om
give voice to a range of different and sometimes contradictory perspectives
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Objectives

To begin to research and map out Ston
To construct a comprehensive analysis and discussion.
Todocuments el ect number of events in Ston
To analyse how events at Stonehenge bring togetherwuves of society.
To discuss why Stonehenge has a signi:
To question what St miekusahoy thedcentemmo@rny a | |
use ofancientmonuments.
To discuss whether Stonehenge is a catalyst for change in modern society.
To discuss the contested landscape of Stonehenge
To discuss whether Stonehenge is a battleground between disparatdisas
of society.
1 To creatdwo small photo archive One consisting of collated photos from
archives and kindly donated by members of the public. The other of collated
Stonehenge paraphernalia, supporting the role of Stonehenge in popular culture.
1 To produce an informative and educational resource that contains a selection of
peopl ebs per sonal thatintooduces the readedto p hot ogr .
St o n e hmodegnesdcial history through key historiezkentspuilding a
complex narrative between 1986d 2020.

E N

E N

Background

Over the course of the 2@nd early 21 century, Stonehenge has been the centre of a
changing landscape, both physically and within debates and discussions. As society
progresses over the period documented in this thesis,adeasd Stonehenge

developed and were undertaken; sometimes with little thought fonadhement itself.

The Stonehenge that the visitor sees today is a sanitised version of what it was. Within
the 120 years discussed, Stonehenge has seen an aer(fingisé Heritage Podcast
2021a), several excavations, two visitor centres and changing roads. The major debate
at the time of writing, was the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel scheme, a national
infrastructure project long in the making which kiasded opinion since its conception

and will continue to do so, whether it is completed or not.

Among common themes often applied to Stonehenge isthe itemef a G cont est
| andscaped (Chippindal e 19ad2ficentwiesiicah ¢ an
variety of ways, one of which isasy publiaccess to the Monument. As early as 1901,
Stonehenge has been surrounded by a fence of some kind throughout the decades,
limiting how people can interact with(Bende 1998:12). What was once publicly

accessible became accessible for a fee for th
1905 (Bender 1998: 113) or £21 in 2021 (English Heritage 2021d). Another element of
the O6contested | andscaped6 of Stonehenge |
land ownership. Bender comments on this in relation to the pddinenated Solstices

of latter half ofthe 26c ent ury whi ch turn Stonehenge i
114), with &éthe physical force thatheirsust
musclesd6 (Bender 1990: 114). This appropl
prevalent throughout the 1980s and 90s, with the Thatcher years being the most
confrontational, bringing underlying British societal issues into focus at Stonehenge
(Bender 1990: 114). This contributes to
|l andscaped as it has been heavily politi.
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Today, the two daysnwhich Stonehenge is freely accessible, Winter and Summer

Solstice, draw large crowdshib popularity of the Solstices at Stonehenge has given

rise to the idea of Stonehenge as a modern pilgrimage site. This view of Stonehenge is

supported by the numbers who tuned in to the 2020 virtual summer solstice. Streamed

online due to the COVIEL9 pandemic, the solstice at Stonehenge attracted more than

3.6 million people (Gibson, 2020). Although people were unable to visit, this interaction

with Stonehenge indicates that for many, Stonehenge is an important place, whether for

beliefs or curiosity. Tis is supported by academic research as Till states that

Stonehenge has become 6a site of pilgrim

2013: 25), which could link to the belief that Stonehenge is a healing site, based on 12

century folklore (Darvilet al. 2019: 69). It could be inferred that people seek out

Stonehenge as a place to restore onebds wi
[

holds O6contemporary spiritual significani
subcultures and communiti#sat congregate at Stonehenge each solstice, with
6contemporary Pagan spiritualityd (Partr.]

In the provocatively titled bogkVho Owns Stoneheng€h i ppi ndal e st at e
role of archaeologists in knowing $thenge is to keep separate the ancient from the
currentdé6 (Chippindale et al. 1990: 162),
Stonehenge is to be a student of current
argued that current happening&eis at Stonehenge, such as the A303 Tunnel scheme,
subsequent published opinion |etters and
Extinction Rebellion are blurring the lines between ancient and current as it distracts

from the Ancient Monument itself. Btitese events also add to our interpretations of
Stonehenge. Throughout Stonehengeds mode.
has been used as a societal sounding board, a catalyst for change.

Although several literary sources have been writtemabo St onehengeds mo
history, none have covered the entirety of itin recentyéa¥8h o owns St oneh
(Chippindale et al. 1990) was one of the first to tackle the modern social history of
Stonehenge, but it is worth noting it is now 30 yexds It also takes a linear

chronological narrative regarding historical events that can be seen from many different
viewpoints in society. Keeping this in mind, the following thesis aims to be a fresh
perspective at St oneh eakpegit@ewvn mto keythemestoo ci a |
weave Stonehengeds story between 1900 an
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1.1: The new English Heritage visitor centre at Stonehenge, which opened ir22Q93,
(English Heritage)

1.2: Stonehenge from a dror&)20 (B. Arreazéeed)

Unfolding the Thesis

This work is laid out thematically, rather than following the traditional chronological

order that is often used discussior5t onehenged6és history. |t 1
thematic layout for this research project as it focuses on the relatively smabitiine

(in relation to Stonehengebds | ifetime) b
cover the entirety of Stonehengeds histol
chronological approach makes sense. The work unfolds using eight key themes, (see
ChapteThr ee) to explore aspects of Stonehen
form the discussion. During literary and media data collection for this research project,
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it became apparent that several themes were consistently appearing. It seemed evident
that this was a useful way to present and organise the research for this thesis.

This research projecs reported here in ten chapterhis chaptemtroduces the

context and question that this thesis is attempting to answer, including a summary of
overlapping studies of Stonehenge. Also included, are the aims and objectives for this
research and a brief description of how the thesis will unfold. This leads onto Chapter
Two, whichdescribes the project amtludesa Gantt charsummarizing the activis
undertaken andnore importantly, thenethodologies that were used to collect the
primary data. Alongside literature and media research, this project collected an
additional five forms of primary data, including a Public PerceptmfrStonehenge

survey and two types of archives. Chapter Tloeeerst he wr i ti ng of Sto
social history and presents the extensive literary and media sources gathered for this
project in eight key themes.

Chapters Four to Eight present the mfamms of primary data collection and the

analysis of the results, using both quantitative and qualitative analysing strategies.
Chapters Four and Five go hand in hand, discussing the data from the Public

Perceptions of Stonehenge survey and subsequentiews. Chapter Six focuses on

the Experiences of Stoneherigéerviews, discussing them and comparing the
participantsd views and experiences. Ch a|
which make up the Stonehengleotoarchive for this project, inciding the collection

tables to show the variety of sources used to collect them. Chapter Eight takes a similar
approach with the Stonehenggraphernaliarchive, and both include a brief

commentary on what these archives can tell us about Stonehenge.

Chapter Nine is the preliminary chapter, which brings all the research detailed above
together, producing a new history based upon the primary research. Using the eight key
themes set out in Chapter Three, it discusses the research and its relevance to
Stonhengeds modern social history, bringin
Chapter Tensummarises the project and its conclusjamsluding a section on the

potential for further research.
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Chapter Two 1 Methodologies

This chapter wilcover the methodologies used at each stage of this research project,
showing how the research project was planned and carried out. The chapter is split into
an introduction, some information on the
research that ere used. The research types, for example, Literature and Media research
or Public Perceptions of Stonehenge, are discussed using four subheadings to break
down the stages. Each research type is discussed vigthedologicabpproachdata
collectionmethods,methods ofanalysis andvaluation ofmethodologicathoices. By

setting this chapter out in this way, it gives a clear idea of how the research was done
and the methods used for this project. It is also potentially useful if ametearcher

wanted to use similar research methods or replicate this research.

The types of research used for this thesis were carefully chosen so that they would
inform the aim and objectives set out in Chapter Ginedifferent research types were
usedto contribute to the research, helping it become an informative and educational
resource. These research types, particularly the online survey and two sets of interviews
meet the main aim of taking a multivocal approach for this thesis to provide avearrati

of Stonehengeds modern social history fr

The literature and media research was the primary way of constructing a comprehensive
analysis and discussion, documentigal ect number of events
modern social history and aWing discussion of Stonehenge as a battleground for
subcultures, a contested landscape and a catalyst for change in modern society. The
Public Perceptiosurvey, subsequent interviews and the Experiences of Stonehenge
interviews aided with discussiondf® nehengedés significant r
provided information on the sutultures of society that gather at Stonehenge. The

photo archive and paraphernalia archive for Stonehenge partly consist of images kindly
donated by participants from the sunad two interview set©Overall, the different

types of research that were used in this
modern soci al hi story and are useful i n
Gantt Chart

When tle researchegan a Gantt chart was created to show an ideal timeline of how
the research project would unfold. This is shown below. This was a good basis for the
project as it gave an idea of the various deadlines that would have to be met over the
course of the resedr. It also provided an easy checklist for which tasks needed to be
done and when.

Of course, as the thesis began to take shape it was evident that some tasks would take
longer than others and additional things would also need to be done. For example, it
took longer than expected to do the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews because of
issues with the Ethics paperwork. But it was useful to have a starting point for the
research, even if the timeline of the Gantt chart was optimistic regarding timings.
COVID-19 had anoticeablampacton the researcproject which led to adaptation of

the research when necessary to overcome obstacles presetitegpagdemid-or

example, the researcher was not able to do archive resdaeapanned,due to

numerous UK national lockdownSome archive research was done later in the project,
visiting the WSHC several times in one week to make up for time missed earlier on
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2.A: The Gantt Chart for the Research Project

Centering Stonehenge: Aspects of modem
social history, 1900 - 2020

Task 30/06/2020 21/09/2020 21/12/2020 15/01/2021 28/01/2021 31/01/2021 0B/02/2021 21/03/2021 31/03/2021 30/04/2021 10/05/2021 21/05/2021 15/06/2021 07/07/2021 15/07/2021 21/07/2021 21/03/2022
Submit MRes application

Milestone: MRes degree begins

Literature research

Submit meeting notes to ResearchPad
Milestone: Submit Probationary Review
Public Perception Survey

Milestone: Prebaticnary Review meeting
Interview participant recruitment
Introduction and Literature Review first draft
Experiences of Stonehenge interviews
Milestone: Probaticnary Review completed
Data collection

Data chapter first draft

Full Thesis draft sent to supervisors
Milestone: Completion of Intention to Subrmit
Supervisory meeting to discuss draft
Proofreading, edits and rewrites

Printing and binding

Milestone: Thesis submission

Milestone: Completion of Thesis

Relativist and Multi-Vocal Theory

Right from the beginning of this research project, it was decided that it should take a
relativist approach.® | at i vi s m c ahe vibvahatdhert arenne dniversals, 6

and that things like truth, morals, andtate can only be understood in relation to their
ownsociehi st oric contextdéd (Ob6bLeary 2007). Th
in relation to the content of this research as it concerns perspectives and views from a
range of communities, all oflvem have different relationships with Stonehenge.

By taking a relativist approach, key eve
be analysed in ways that allow for continual interpretation because the research was not
bound by a universal idedlhis enabled the social history to be interpreted in relation

to different peoplesd experiences. For e:
acknowledged that there was not a universal experience shared by all interview
participants, which allowed key evetitse the Stonehenge Free Festivals¢o b
understoodegardingheir own sociehistoric context. It was also important to consider

how the researcher related to Stonehenge. Living in the local area was advantageous as
many people had experiences of Stomgjeeand wanted to contribute to the project. In
addition, previous volunteering at Stonehenge gave an idea of the site is managed by

EH and the experiences that tourists took away with them.

In addition to relativism, this research project adopted anulti-vocal perspective

As these two research theories are closely interlinked it proved convenient to use both
for this research. Muhvocalism was used as a research method for this thesis as a way
of including the voices of different individuals agbups in the primary research. As

one of the key objectives for this research project was to determine the extent to which
events at Stonehenge bring togethersulbures, multivocalism was decided to be a
cohesive way of doing this. The main concepmnaiti-vocalism theory is to allow for

the participation of more voices, groups, and individuals in academic research (Hodder
2008: 196), which can often include those from marginalized or small groups in society.
Multi-vocalism is a way of allowing diffent stories to be hea(Hodder 2008: 197),
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contributingto and changing our understanding of past social higiaynded in
metanarrativeMetanarrativeanalsober ef erred t o as the o6gr an
2007) It is thehistoricalaccount thaiss e e n  a s one tvhech links togeehé@ther
small er stories to form an overarching p!

By including different voiceselatingtoSt onehengeds soci al hi st
viewpoints could be brought together to formeavvision of Stonehenge from 1900 to

2020. Multivocalism was enabled through gathering primary data in several different

ways, such as the two interview data sets and the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge
survey. Overall, 147 participants took part in these threeary data sources which

was a large sample when compared to the timescalegfprdfect This allowed for

|l ots of people to take part and for nume]|
social historyapproach of multvocalism formed an imagd 8tonehenge over the
course of the research project, one that
experiences and relationships with #meientmonument.

Literature and Media Research

Literatureand mediasearchwas a primary concetfior the research projebecause it

allowed the construction of a framewdhapter Two: Writing Social Histories) and

was essential in the structuring the ongoing discussion and analysis. This research was
extensive and used seviedéferent sources, includingublicly availabledatabasesuch
asCambridge Corand archivesuch athe WSHCt o | ook at how St on:
society evolved and changed throughout tHe & into the 2% century.

Methodology

The main aim was to gather all the relevant information that could be found and was
accessible about Stonehengeb6s modern soci
informative narrative of its historguring the focatime period. Tisliterary and mei

research wathenpresented in eight key themes that were used throughout the thesis,
linking the timeline of Stonehenge together. This method of data collection was used to
construct a comprehensive analysis of mai
history, discussing its contested landscape and role in society amongst other objectives.

The eight key themes for this project are detailed below in order:

1. Interpreting Stonehenge

2. Stonehengeds Contested Landscape
3. Stonehenge and Politics

4. Memories of a Free Festival

. Admission and Accessibility

. The A303 Tunnel

. Stonehenge and Pop Culture

. Paganism and Stonehenge

o0 ~N o ol
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Data Collection Methods

For this section of data collection, a variety of sources were used. Due tO¥HB-Q9
pandemic, most of the research was conducted online, using online databases with some
visits, when possible, to th®SHCin Chippenham, which holds a large amount of the
archives that relate to Stonehenge. Source materials included newspapers, academic
papers, books, and magazine articles amongst others. Video footage was particularly
useful when researching the Stonehenge free festivals and solstice celebrations, to
understand what a festivalgoer or sol sti
have been like.

Several sources were used to find documentation that was relevant for this thesis, a
sample of which is listed below. To search for relevant material, searches were

conducted using key words and dates, for exandpleit one henge 6, O6moder
01920®M206. Once the initial search was mada
down to decades from 1900 to 2020, specifically looking for commentary on
Stonehengeds modern soci al éntArthaeplggical at h e |
content was still useful when in the context of commenting on interpretations of
Stonehenge over 1900 to 2020, but the primary interest was in the societal changes at
Stonehenge.

The key sources accessed were:

Wiltshire & Swindon Hisbry Centre
National Archives

Bournemouth Library MySearch
JISC Library Hub

Google Scholar

Cambridge.org

Academia.com

YouTube

Sage Journals

Wiley

AbeBooks

Taylor & Francis Online

A=A -A2-9_-9_-9_-9_45_95_-°5_-2_--°

Examples of literature and media used:

Academic papers and journal artle
Book reviews

Podcasts

Newspapers

Radio broadcasts

Conference presentations

Books

E B
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To collate the literary and media research, | used a basic table to catalogue sources and
had a document of notes for each source. This proved to be the most useful way to keep
track of the data collected as there were several sources and they werevidttadrto

check details. The below table shows an example of how sources were catalogued. This
made it easy to search sources and check what had been previously read or cited in the
thesis.

2.B: Example Table of Cataloguing Sources

Author and name afource Type of source Date Date accessed
published
Carole Cusack Academic 2012 December 2020

paper/Journal article
Charmed Circle: Stonehenge,
Contemporary Paganism, and
Alternative Archaeology

Methods of Analysis

While collating the data for this section of the project, the research was analysed using
the eight key themes previously mentioned. The sources were then sorted into the
themes based on their content. For example, an academic paper might primarily focus
on Pagans and Druids at Stonehenge, but also mention political debates. In which case,
it might be mentioned in both Stonehenge and Politics and Paganism and Stonehenge
themes.

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

Overall, the methodological choices candgor the literature and media research for this
thesis worked well. Using online academic databases to find most sources was a good
solution to the lack of access to archives and libraries due to UK lockdowns because of
the QOVID-19 pandemic. This was gported by other types of media, including

podcasts, YouTube, and television. When archives were accessible, it made sense to add
to literature and media research by visiting archives such as$t#Q\r council

documents and newspapers.

Primary Data

The main aim for the primary data section of this research project was to gain an
understanding of peopleds experiences, cC|
data was collected because it informed the ongoing discussion throughout the work and
help to fulfil the objectives set out at the beginning of the research project. It was

t hought that participant answers would g
what subcultures were attracted to it, the contemporary use of Ancient Monsi@edt

to what extent Stonehenge was a catalyst for social change.

The primary data consisted of five separate sections. An online JISC Public Perception

survey, Public Perceptianterviews (streamlined from the survey), Experiences of
Stonehenge intergivs, a small Stonehengboto Archive and a collection of
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Stoneheng®araphernalia. By using both qualitative and quantitative research methods
for this research project it gave a wide range of data to analyse that supported the
literary and media researald to discuss in relation to the eight key themes that are the
core of the thesis.

Primary Data Readings

Kohler Reissman (2011) discusses Personal Narratives and the analysis of this research
concept. She notes that O&énarrative anal y:
itselfd and that by doing so iitciemarnbtlsets d
experiences by disregarding other narratives such as media representation (Kohler
Reissman 2011). This was an important research concept to consider when collecting

and analysing the data for both the Experiences of Stonehenge and Pukliti®esc

of Stonehenge interviews. By allowing oneself to be absorbed by the story the

participant is telling, itopensthee s ear cher 6s mind to new in
history of Stoneheng&his is more beneficial for the research as the researcher is more
receptive of concepts that occur i n an i |
than i mmedi ately disregarding it since i/
Reissman @11).

The interviews for this research project, particularly the Experiences of Stonehenge
interviews, are at their most basic form a storytelling activity, a way of collecting oral

hi story of Stonehengeds moder nexpsriencesa l hi
This research method all ows for differen
hi story regarding O6particular cultural mi
2011). It is also worthwhile to note that in the context of theriews, the participants
build their narrative to 6édnegotiate how
The storytelling that is performed by the interview participant allows them to present
themselves as a preferred self rather than their ésisself (Kohler Reissman 2011).

The interview participant puts on a show for the interviewer, positioning themselves in

the story to tell it in the way they feel is best (Kohler Reissman 2011). Although use of
personal narrative is not appropriate incalées, i.e., large numbers of people (Kohler
Reissman 2011), it was useful in the context of the Experiences of Stonehenge

interviews. Personal narratiopenedup discourse surrounding the modern social

history of Stonehenge through this particular seéntafrviews, allowing for

interpretative theories.

Prior to transching the Experiences of Stoneherigéerviews, the researcher consulted
chapter eight: Transcribing InterviewsDoing InterviewqBrinkmann & Kvale 2018).

This was a useful introductido how to transcribe interviews in the most appropriate

way, transforming the oral narratives into a collection of written texts, suitable for

analysis. These transcripts are the translations of the live social interactions that the
researcher had withéhnterview participants (Brinkmann & Kvale 2018). It was thus
important that they were cohesive and easily understandable for the reader, whilst still
retaining the participantés voice. The t |
(Brinkmann& Kvale 2018), so it was i mportant
character as this relates to their personal narrative and experiences. For this reason, the
transcripts are a close representation of the conversation between the interviewer and
theparticipant, including some paralinguis
emotional expressions e.g. (both laugh). By including these little details, it animates the
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interview for the reader, lifting the words off the page to illustrate the coabeh
immerse the reader in these stories relating to Stonehenge.

For these transcripts, brackets indicate emotional expressions or participant actions, e.g.
(clears throlyphgns) Donsdgi cad)y eabdeaks in the
Italicised words indicate that there was a stress of some sort placed on this word,
reflecting the participantsd emotions or
Words that are in square brackets are [ ] included information that helps to clarify the
interviewt opi c, for example OWhswldiwa$ é6i.nj ur

Once all the interviews were transcribed and any identifying information redacted, they
were thematically coded in accordance with the thematic code detailezl in
MethodologiesAn exampé of this is available in Appendix C. The use of thematic

coding in this research project denotes the interests of the research which shapes the
analysis of the data (Kohler Reissman 2011). This way of data analysis allowed them to
be cross analysed withe Public Perceptions of Stonehenge interviews, for example

were Experiences of Stonehenge interview participants more likely to mention politics
than the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge participants? This also allowed for an overall
indication of how thgeople regard Stonehenge. How do the participants in the primary
data see Stonehenge regarding their personal experiences? The interviews are discussed
below, separated into the individual participants, using key examples from the
transcriptstoillustr&¢ t he parti ci pantsd experiences

Analysis ofthe Qualitative Data

Because therare severgbrimary data type®r this research projedhere was a wide
variety of qualitative dateollected over the research peridtlis was mostly texial

and included transcripts from the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews, the Public
Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, and the answers frdolltive-up interviews
conducted aftethe survey

The transcripts of the Experiences of Stonehemgeviews were the initial analysis for
this data set and took a lot of tinigut it was important that these transcripts were
correct as they were relied upon heavédgthey were the only way of analysing the
interview contentgthe audio files were dieted after transcription in accordance with
the participant agreement formsjthough with transcription, it is not imperative to
transcribe the recorded audio exactly (Gibbs 20th#&) majority of audio collected was
transcribed to retain the naturadwt of the researcher and interviewee in conversation.
Some of the interviews were edited for clarity when tb@yered information that was
not relevant to the research topic.

Thematic coding and categorizing was a primary way of analysing data foedb&ch
project. This was applied to sections of the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge

the subsequent interviews, and the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews. Thematic
coding was chosen as it allowed for exploration of relationships betweenatatles
comparison of different participant responses to the interview questions (Gibbs 2018).
The thematic code was separated into five categories, which reflected the nature of the
data set and overall key themes for the thesis.

Using these analytical metdtis for the qualitative data produced in this research project
was useful and allowed for breakdown of the data into categories that could then be
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easily put together to form the discussion. For example, the thematic coding was
extremely useful regardingé two interview data sets as these produced a large amount
of data which would have been very tho@nsuming to analyse otherwise. Using key
themes for analysis, sped up the process as the results were easily categorized, the text
coded with the same labsould be easily retrieved when needed and formed a structure
for the researcher (Gibbs 2018). It also defined the data in a way that was easy to
understand and crossalyse (Gibbs 2018).

Thematic Coding
This is the thematic code which was used forRbblic Perceptions of Stonehenge
survey interviews, the Experiences of Stonehenggviews,and parts of the Public

Perceptions of Stonehenge survey.

Themes for the thematic codiagalysis:

Archaeology and Historiy Words that relate to therchaeological or historical context
of the site of Stonehenge

Religions and Beliefs Words that fall into this categorigr exampled Dr ui d6 or
6Pagané

Culturei Words that relate to the cultural importance of the site of Stonehenge.

Emotivei Wordshat convey a persondés emotions, f
them feel owonder 6 or Ohappy6é.

PoliticsT Words used by participants to describe Stonehenge that relate to political
debates that surround the Monument.

Additionally, these five key themethat were outlined in detail in the Public
Perceptions of Stonehenge survey section of this chapter, easily slot in with the overall

key themes for the thesis. For exampl e,
Hi storydé can be disteaspreeatimgrsit aneéloanged
applied to 0Stonehengeds Contested Lands:

the thematic coding gives a lot of flexibility within both the analysis and ensuing
discussion and allows for the conting development of ideas.

Public Perceptions of Stonehenge Survey

The Public Perceptions of Stonehesge/ey was created for the purpose of collecting

data that could be used to determine current public opinions and experiences of
Stonehenge. This quantitative method of data collection was used for this research
because it would give a largely numericaladset that could be generalised and

analysed for thematic patterns. This would then inform the research and the consequent
discussion.
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Methodology

An online JISC survey was created for the purpose of collecting the data for this section
of the primay data collection. This approach was chosen because once set up, it
allowed the survey to run without the constant need for input from the researcher. It also
allowed the possibility of a wideeaching pool of participants as the survey was easily
accessile via a link. In other circumstances it might have been preferable to carry out
the survey in person, perhaps by asking visitors to Stonehenge, but witb\p-a9
pandemic this was deemed the best option.

The online survey that was created for tlisgarch project was the first time that the
researcher had used JISC Online Surveys. It was important to get the online survey right
so that it ran smoothly, was easy for participants to use and collated a large amount of
primary data. JISC Surveys wereoskn as it allowed for an easy data collection that

could quickly gather a lot of research (Toepoel 2016). The survey also enabled access to
particular groups, internet communities, (like the Battle of the Beanfield Facebook

group) that would not otherwiseve been accessible (Toepoel 2016).

Data Collection Methods

After applying and receiving ethical consent for the survey, it was set up using JISC
online surveys software. The survey consisted of 33 questions overall, although
depending on the questions the participant answered would take them on a different
route tirough the survey. There was a mixture of question styles, including multiple
choice, rating scales and word answers. It was important that all survey participants
were aged 16 years or older, so they were required to give their date of birth. If
participaits were too young, they were sent to an exit page which had this screening
statement.

Screening statement for the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey exit page:

6Thank you for your interest in the ' Stol
Unforturately you are not part of the target graaphave been screened out. You may
now close this window, thank you for youl

After the survey was launched, it was revised which meant having two surveys (as the
original coul dnoét elbrginatwasaoged and amewane | i ve) .
launched, with some changes. There were some cosmetic tweaks and reformatting of
guestions to make the front page more accessible and friendly to potential participants.
For example, the wallpaper for the survey wasighb photo of Stonehenge and the

number of questions on the front page were reduced by adding an extra participant
document. The survey ran for a period of two months from EebEuary to the 5 April

2021. The target was 150 participants and the suradyl43 participants total.
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Stonehenge: Step into our story

0% complete

Privacy Notice

The aim and purpose of this online survey is to gain a greater understanding of people’s
experiences and opinions of Stonehenge in order to inform my MRes project. Participants must be
aged 16 years or older. It is not necessary to have visited Stonehenge in order to participate in this
survey.

This survey should take around 15-20 minutes to complete. If you wish to withdraw from the survey,

you can do this at any time prior to completion, simply close the browser to exit the survey.

Before you begin, please take the time to read through these three documents. It is important that
you read them, otherwise your consent cannot be obtained for the survey.

For the Participant Information Sheet click here

For the Participant Agreement Form click here

For the BU Research Participant Privacy Notice click here

| consent to take part in the project on the basis set out above in the Participant Agreement Form.

Yes
No

2.1: Entry page for the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

To recruit participants for the survesgeveralkocial media sites and groups were used to
advertise and distribute the survey, as well as emails to certain organisations. It was
advertised on several Facebook groups that would be interested (e.g., the Battle of the
Beanfield group, the OBOD Druidgrpy) as wel |

Instagram and Twitter accounts. It was also emailed to the local archaeology group

as

on

(BACAS) and around thBepartment of Achaeology anénthropologyin
Bournemouth University. A full list of the distributionb&low.

Public Perceptions of Stonehenge Survey distribution:

e E

group

= =4 A

the newsletter

1 It was emailed round Bournemouth University BU Archaeology and

LinkedIn article

Pinned tweet about survey

Link in Twitter bio for survey

Post on Archaeology Instagram

Link in Archaeology Instagram bio
Posted in the BAJR Facebook group
Posted in the Mentoring Womxn in Archaeology and Heritage Facebook group
Posted in the Battle of the Beanfield Facebook group

Posted in the U.K. Pagans, Heathens, Witches and Spiritual People Facebook

Anthropology Department

The full survey is includeth the Appendix Bwith the set of blank questions and the

results.

British Druid Order (BDO) posted it on their é&book page
OBOD posted it on their Facebook page
Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society (BACAS), emailed it to members in

t he

45

res



Methods of Analysis

To analyse the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, both qualitative and
guantitative analysis techniques were used as the survey produced both numerical and
literary data. For the numerical data, it was set out into graphs and pie charts, to clearly
show the number of responses and breakdown of data.

As detailed previously, thematic coding was also used to analyse parts of the survey
data, as with the Experiees of Stonehenge interviews and the Public Perceptions of
Stonehenge interviews. The same thematic code was used for all these data sets to
ensure continuity. For example, with questions 13 and 15 of the survey, thematic coding
was used to establish wadir@quency.

Questions 13 and 15 asked the participant to describe to describe using three words:

Q. 13: How would you describe Stonehenge in three words?
Q. 15: How would you describe Stonehenge's relevance to contemporary culture in
three words?

The data from these two questions was first omghinto usable and unusable

responses. It was then put into data tables for word frequency to establish the
commonality of word choice across the participant responses. These words were then
thematically oded and grouped by theme, using the five key themes established for the
thematic coding of sections of the primary data: Archaeology and History, Emotive,
Religion and Beliefs, Culture and Politics. Finally, the data was presented in two
separate creatiwgord clouds, to provide a visual account of the word frequency and
themes present in the data set.

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

Although the preparation for the survey took time as the researcher had to familiarize
themselves with the softwariéproved to be an invaluable way of collecting primary

data that informed the research about pe
today. It also provided a set of participants for the subsequent Public Perceptions of
Stonehenge interviews.

Public Perceptions of Stonehenge Survey Interviews

These interviews wenendertakerafter the Public Perception survey finished. Survey
participants were asked if they would like to contribute further to the pioeca

select number were chosen from thos®wad expressed an interest in doinglée
purpose otarrying out and includindits set of interviews this research project was
that it provided another form of quantitative data, and the responses could be cross
analysed with those from thexgeriences of Stonehenge interviews.

Methodological Approach

These interviews contributed to the main aim of the primary data for this research
project, whichwasda gai n a greater understanding o
views, and opinions of Stonehentjealso helped to inform thengoing discussion
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throughout the work and help to fulfil the objectives set out at the beginning of the
research project. It véathought that participant answers would give an insigbtthe

role of Stonehenge in their lives, their experiences at Stonehenge and their opinions on
its preservation. A useful source for understanding how to carry out this interview set
was SAGEReser ch Met hods onl i ne, particularly
Qualitative Data6 (Gibbs, 2018).

Data Collection Methods

The public perception interviews were conducted aftePtitdic Perceptions of
Stonehengsurvey closedn the Riblic Perceptios surwey all participants were asked

if they wanted to be interviewed further for thesearclproject. Out of 143

participants, 60 respondetio collect the data for this interview set, these participants
were numbered-60 and tabulated. The numbers were fhaninto a random number
generator and 20 were chosen. By choosing to invite a third of the participants, it kept
the potential data set small and meant that the data could be collected quickly and
effectively.

To ensure that the chosen participantsradacy, they were each emailed separately
with an invitation to the interview and a set of the interview questions. If they chose to
take part, they could then fill in the interview questions at their leisure and email them
back. The email template thatissent to Public Perceptisnf Stonehengenterview
participantgs available in the Appendix C.

Methods of Analysis

To analyse the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge interviews, thematic coding was used
Thematic coding was also used for partthefsurvey and the Experiences of

Stonehenge interviews. The same thematic code was used for all these data sets to
ensure continuity. The data was analysed and organised into these five themes:
Archaeology/History, Emotive, Religion/Beliefs, Culture amtditits. This method of

analysis resulted in an outcome which clearly showed what the reoccurring main themes
were when people are asked about Stonehenge.

As well as the use of thematic coding for these three primary data sets, they were also
analysed at which key themes they fit in. This was done because in the Chapter
Eight, the Discussion chapter was broken down into the eight key themes previously
mentioned. By analysing them prior to this, it allowed for discussion of the primary data
sets througbut the chapter. Analysis of the data retrieved from the Public Perceptions
of Stonehenge survey gave a deeper insight into how these interview participants
perceived Stonehenge and the influence it has on their lives.

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

As with the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey and Experiences of Stonehenge
interviews, informed ethical consent was important for this set of interviews. The Ethics
for the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey (whichaglglied to the participants

for the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge interviews) were revised and discussed with
supervisors to ensure that potential participants were aware of what they were taking
part in. It was useful to have another set of intervimasmpare with the Experiences
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of Stonehenge set. Because this set was conducted over email, it allowed participants to
take their time and really think about what they wanted to say about Stonehenge,
without feeling embarrassed or the addition of anydeetal interviewee influence.

Experiences of Stonehenge Interviews

The Experiences of Stonehenge Interviews were a set of interviews done with
participants who had personal ' i nks with
history, for example, somae who witnessed or was part of the Battle of the Beanfield.
The interviews were designed to give a large amount of qualitative data, bringing a
story-telling narrative to the thesis, and acting as the counterpart to the Public
Perceptions of Stonehengagey, the majority of which was quantitative data. By

including these interviews in the thesis, it also contributed to the-wodél aim of this
research and the key themes that are referenced throughout the research.

Methodological Approach

The useof interviews in this research project links back to the aims and objectives set
out at the beginning. By interviewing several participants from different backgrounds, it

created a multivocal approach to the di s
from 1900 to 2020. Interviews were chosen as a research method for this thesis because
the qualitative data gained from it all o

modern social history and acted as a useful resource for understanding personal
connedbns to Stonehenge.

These interviews were carefully planned and the product of many discussions with the
supervisors. Ethical considerations and consent were paramount for the Experiences of
Stonehenge interviews because of the nature of potential tdrberexample, it was

expected that some participants may have personal experiences related to violent
periods in Stonehengeds history. It was
informed of the nature of the interview, the potential questionsthemndrights prior to

being interviewed so that they could give their informed ethical consent and feel
empowered about the interview.

For the interviews, it was important that participants had ownership of their narrative

and felt in control. To assigtith this, ethical provisions included the option to skip any
guestions they werendt comfortable with
anonymous, using a pseudonym or their own first name. Participants were also
encouraged to not disclose anything @gample, potential drug use or violence) that

may incriminate them, but it was their own choice what they wanted to talk about in

their interview.

Data Collection Methods

When planning the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews, there was originstigfa li
around 16 people who were thought to have interesting experiences of Stonehenge and
may like to be interviewed. As the research project developed, it was evident that this
was overly ambitious and that some potential participants might have beeultdidf

get in contact with. The list was narrowed down to five participants who all had
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different stories relating to Stonehenge, although several were in a similar timeframe,
and were happy to be interviewed for this thesis.

To find potential participnts for these interviews, a wide range of techniques were
used. The researcherds Archaeol ogy Twitt
Facebook were used to find potential participants for the survey and the photo archive,

this also drew attention to thesearch project and its content. The result of this was that

two of the interviewees reached out to the researcher and expressed an interest in being
interviewed.

Several participants were also emailed and asked whether they wanted to take part in
the poject. Another participant heard about the thesis and expressed in person that they
would like to share their experiences. It was expected during the planning of this thesis
that members of the Pagan, Druid, and wider spiritual community, as well aswhe Ne
Age Traveller community may be difficult to get hold of. Although twitter and

Instagram were useful in raising awareness of the research project and gathering
participants for the survey as well as content for the photo archive; it was difficult to

find potential participants for these interviews from the-sultures mentioned above.

Through Facebook, two Facebook group pages were posted in, but people seemed
reluctant to participate. This is understandable as both Pagans and New Age Travellers
are often mocked in mainstream media. The Pagan and Druid community are careful in
talking about their beliefs, particularly with archaeologists as in the past, some
archaeologists have been less than polite when discussing Paganism and Druidism in
relation to Staehenge. Because of this, the researcher reached out to an old friend who
is part of this community and was delighted to be asked to participate in this set of
interviews.

It is also worth noting that as the researcher lives relatively close, or wighiartger

local area of Stonehenge, many of the people they know have experiences of
Stonehenge. Over the course of this research project, they have heard from many friends
about their stories of Stonehenge, particularly with the Free Festivals. Forfa lot o

people around here, these were a fun thing to go to when you were younger. The
researcherds proximity to Stonehenge was
Experiences of Stonehenge interviews. An old Peace Convoy member lives nearby, and
a friend was a BBC runner at the Battle of the Beanfield. Both of them both agreed to be
interviewed for this research project.

The key criteria for interview participants was that they had to have personal

experiences of events or interactions v8tbnehenge and that they had to fit into one of

the eight key themes that reoccur throughout this thesis. For example, the Pagan
participant was present at the Battle of the Beanfield but also has a strong emotional
connection with Stonehenge. Thus, tlrex per i ences can be used
of a Free Festival o6 and 6Stonehenge and |

Most of the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews were conducted over Zoom, with the
audio recorded for transcription purposes. Two of the interviews werearpeeson,

socially distanced, due to the locality of the participants and in accordance with the
government regulations on Covid at the time of recording. Prior to the interview, the
researcher had a brief but thorough discussion with the intervidwe their rights,

what the interview would contain, and they went through the interview participant
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documents together. The participant was also encouraged to ask any questions that they
may have. Interview participants all chose to use their first nauye After the

interview, participants were sent a copy of the transcript and were given the option of
removing any information that they felt uncomfortable sharing. This was done so that

the interview participants felt in control of their own narrative.

The researcher attended an Introduction to Podcasting and Archaeology workshop as
part of the CIfA Innovation Festival (Boyle, 2024nd part of it focused on the comfort

of participants. The use of transcripts and sending the participants ticeseithey

wanted to remove any information was discussed in this workshop. This was applied to
these interviews so that the participants felt comfortable and at ease during the
interview. If they read the transcript back and later wanted to remove a coihgeare

them this option and allowed them to retain the control of their own narrative. The
interviews were also edited for clarity, as some included discussion of other topics
which werenét applicable to the thesis.

Methods of Analysis

To analyse thelata from this interview set, the researcher looked for storytelling
structures and interpreting of the meanirggg,,how did this participant and their
experience make them view a particular event? As in the Public Perceptions of
Stonehenge survey andbsequent interviews, thematic coding was also used. The five
codes were Archaeology and History, Emotive, Religion and Beliefs, Culture and
Politics. As well as this, as mentioned in the methodological approach detailed above,
the parti ci puwenctorganised itp the eiglet mainghemes for the thesis
and in some of the participantso experi el
between themes. This was set in place so that when it came to Chapter Eight, the
thematic coding and organisatioto the main themes meant that the discussion

chapter was being built as the primary data collection was carried out. It was important
that there was reference to primary data analysis across the eight key themes.

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

Overall, it was a good decision to include these interviews in the thesis. They did take a
longer time than expected to do, largely because of transcription. All the transcripts
were done by the researcher due to the potential sensitive content thatluaedim

the interviews. Although the interviews were tht@nsuming, they are useful and

rel evant because they provide another i n:
Stonehenge. They also add to the multivocal nature of this research ane pineirid
own interesting narratives. Everyoneds e

is evident from these interviews. Social history is always Afadteted, and the true
narrative is often not the widely presented narrative when the datalysech

As with the survey and the survey set of interviews, informed ethical consent for the
participants was paramount. The Ethical assessment for the Experiences of Stonehenge
interviews was revised several times and discussed with the supervis@s. It

important that the interview participants were properly informed of their rights prior to
the start of the interview, and they were encouraged to not disclose any information that
could possibly implicate them in any negative actidin interview peticipants were

very generous to share their stories and time for this thesis, therefore it was imperative
that they felt in control of their own narrative.
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Stonehenge Photo Archive

When researching modern social history, photos of ordinary people séeneasily

forgotten, although they can often tell us a lot about societal norms, fashion and
historical events. For this section of primary data collection, people were asked to share
photos of them at Stonehenge, visiting, at solstices and more. Tihischué data

collection was used to contextualise the interviews and surveys, providing a visual
guide to the research and another way of
history.

Methodological Approach

The purpose of creating a small photo aretpr this thesis was to provide another set

of primary data to help document the social history of Stonehéogepeople

interacted with the Monument and the landscape and how they presented themselves
whilst doing so. Another reason for the inclusida@hoto archive was to show how

the appearance of Stonehenge changed from 1900 to 2020. This was to give the
prospective reader a visual narrative of the changing presentation of the Ancient
Monument.

Data Collection Methods

To collect thephotographs for this section of the primary data, a range of sources were
used. The below diagram shows the data collection pro&sssith the Public

Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, social media proved to be a useful source for the
Stonehenge PhotoAici ve. The researcher s Archaeol
used, with screenshots of posts/tweets available in Appendix E. The posts on both social
media sites had positive reactions, with the tweet about the photo archive retweeted 10
times. The intenew participants for both interview sets were also contacted, and the
researcher made several visits to the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre to view their
archives on Stonehenge. The National Archives website also proved to be relatively
successful aseveral images of Stonehenge were digitised and freely available online.
Although Historic England has some amazing photos of Stonehenge, including of
excavations, these werenodét included in t|
expensive for an MRes @ect.

It was important that ethical issues were considered when collating the data for this
chapter. Of primary concern was copyright and ownership. Using found photos usually
requires permission from the copyright holder of the photo (Tinkler 2014). The
reseacher visited the archives at tiéSHC several times over the course of the thesis

to gather research. To take photos of documents and images held in the archive, the
researcher purchased a daily photography licence and filled out a form detailing the
reference numbers, so that the WSHC had a record of what had been photographed.
When known, the photographer of the image was referenced in the Stonehenge Photo
Archive, if this was not recorded in the archival documents, the reference was WSHC to
indicate thathe photo was in their archives. All photographs from the WSHC and the
National Archives have individual references in the bibliography of this thesis.

Photos that were collected from social media were all given voluntarily by participants
respondingta he researcherds soci al medi a post s
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gave their consent for their photos to be used in this thesis (Tinkler 2014). For each
photograph included in the Stonehenge phi
(with their prior consent) to acknowledge their ownership of the photo (Tinkler 2014).

Instagram & Instagram post about the photo archive

Facebook post in the Battle of the Beanfield FB group

o Facebook &
Social Media Outreach (&
octal Media Dutreach Facebook post in the UK. Pagans, Heathens, Witches and Spiritual

People FB group

Twitter &~ Tweeted about the photo archive

Stonehenge Photo Archive 2 Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre 5 Visits to see archives held on Stonehenge

Archive Research &
The National Archives & Searched the online database for Stonehenge photos

Public Perception Survey Interviews & Emailed participants to ask if they had Stonehenge photos

Interview Participants 2
Experiences of Stonehenge Interviews @~ Emailed participants to ask if they had Stonehenge photos

2.2: Diagram showing the collection methods for the Stonehenge Phot
archive, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

Methods of Analysis

The photos that were collated of Stonehenge were analysed by studying the material
culture present in each image (Tinker 2014). For example, what type of clothes were
people wearing, Sundayest or everyday ones? How did Stonehenge look, was it
proppeduppy beams? | f there was a car APplresent
this material culture was taken into consideration, to explore insights into the people in

the photographs (Tinker 2014) and what the photos said about Stonehenge at the time
they were taken.

The researcher was interedin whether people dressed up to visit Stonehamgehow
the Ancient Monument had changed from 1900 to 2@2@as also interesting to note
the change of access depicted in the photogr&unexamplethe useof gravel around
the stones, where the fences are placed, howwezawisitors allowed to the stose

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

Collecting photographs for the archive using these methods proved to be a good way of
doing it. Using social ndia to reach out to people proved to be popular and many
photographs were gathered that way. Visiting the archivesSdit@{o view

photographs was also informative as many are not digitised or available online. The
photos provide a visual background to thesis and useful to put the content into

context. The prospective reader can cleaglgthe transition of Stonehenge through the
photographs into what it is today and how the Stonehenge visitor experience has
changed.
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StonehengdParaphernalia Archive

It was decided to include a Stonehenge paraphernalia archive in this research project to
compliment the Stonehenge photo archi®nehenge is a large part of tourism in
England, particularly in Wiltshire. It has the potential to generate a substaotiaien

for the local area. By including a selection of images that indicate the wide range of
Stonehengeelated items available, it was thought that it would give the reader an idea
of the influence that Stonehenge has, and continues to have, on touugenisx and
popular culture.

Methodological Approach

The addition ofa Stonehenge paraphernadichive to the data collection occurred

about halfway through the research proj@stresearch continued, it was evident that

an archive of this somould be of value to discuss because it showed the influence that
Stonehenge has on popular culture and the growth of tourism and souvenirs in the
archaeological and heritage sector throughout tHea@ 2% century.

Data Collection Methods

To collect imgery for this archive, similar techniquasd sourcewere used when
carrying out data collection for the Stonehephetoarchive.Most of the paraphernalia
was collected using theammerce sites eBay and Depop, using controlled searches
and key wordsThe paraphernalia items were collected over the course of the research
project, and some were shared on twitter in a thread using the #stonehengetshirt. The
results were collated in a data table, stating the date of search, key words used, site
name (e.g.eBay) description of item and date of item.

Outreach

Social Media Research (& Twitter &
Searching for related tweets

Stonehenge Paraphernalia Archive o .
Controlled searches for items using key words, e.g. 'Stonchenge

eBay & tourism'

E-Commerce Sites (&

Controlled searches for items using key words, e.g. 'Stonchenge
Depop (8 tourism'

2.3: Diagram showing the collection methods for the Stonehenge
Paraphernalia archive, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

Methods of Analysis

The Stonehenge paraphernalia is difficult to analyseit can be analysed numerically
and quantitatively. For the quantitative analysis, the items in the archive will be
analysed to see whether they fit into any of the eight key themes. They add to the
discussion of Stonehenge and populature,but it will be interesting to see whether

they can tell us about social issues of the time of the item. In numerical terms, this
archive will be analysed by looking at the amount of paraphernalia available from each
source used, where the items come from and tost. For example, is older
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paraphernalia deemed more valuable? It also will be interesting to see what percentage
of Stonehenge souvenirs are available in the UK when compared to those available in
the US.

Evaluation of Methodological Choices

Overal, this way of collecting imagery for the Stonehepgeaphernalia archive proved
to be successful. The archive provides an insight into the influence of Stonehenge on
popular culture and tourism.

Summary

This chapter covered the methodologies usethisrresearch project, detailing each

type of data collection using four subheadings: methodological approach, data

collection methods, methods of analysis and evaluation of methodological choices.

Each data collection was carefully thought out, with te¢hmds presented here. The

next chapter will cover the data analysis of the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey
and subsequent interviews, going into detail about what these two types of primary data
collection can indicate about public views of Stozrade.

54



55



Chapter Three - Writing Social History

This chapter covers aspects of Stoneheng
the result of extensive literary and media research using a wide variety of sources. The
research presented hgnevides an analysis of key events, communities and

subcultures that shaped the history of Stonehenge from 1900 to the present day. The
important events are linked together to form a running narrative of this time period and
contributing to the buildingdf he di scussi on surrounding S
research is organised into the eight key themes detailed in Chapter One, laying down the
tracks for the consecutive methodologies.

3.A: Timeline of Stonehenge, 1900 2020

Year | Gov. Royalty | Protests Transport | Wars

1900 | Conservative

PM R.
Gascoyne
Cecill
1901 | Conservative Queen
Victoria
Edward
Yl
190%
1910
1902 | Conservative
PM J.
Balfour
1903 | Conservative Suffragette
Movement
begins
1903-
1918

1904 | Conservative

1905 | Conservative
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1906

1907
1908
1909
1910 Edward
Vi
George
V
19101
1936
1911
1912
1913
1914 Ww1
1914
1918
1915 Stoneheng
bought by
Cecil Chubb
at auction
215 Sept.
1915
1916
1917 Stonehenge
aerodrome
opens
1917- 1921
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1918

Suffragette
Movement
ends
1918

Stonehenge
is given to
the nation by
Cecil Chubb,
now in care
of Ministry
of Works
1918

Ww1
ends
1918

1919 Restoration
programme
at
Stonehenge
begins
1919
Stonehenge
excavations
begin
(Hawley)
1919- 1926

1920

1921 Stonehenge
aerodrome
closes
1921

1922

Conservative)
PM A.
Bonar Law
1923 | Conservative OCS
PM S. Crawford
Baldwin (Office of
Works)
identifies the
Stonehenge
Avenue
1923
1924 | Conservative
Labour
PM J.
Ramsay
MacDonald
Conservative
PM S.
Baldwin
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1925 | Conservative
1926 | Conservative Stonehenge
excavations
(Hawley) are
discontinued
1926
1927 | Conservative Stonehenge
Café built
1927
1928 | Conservative
1929 | Conservative
Labour
PM J.
Ramsay
MacDonald
1930 | Labour
1931 | Labour
1932 | Labour
1933 | Labour
1934 | Labour
1935 | Labour Small car
park created
Conservative for visitors
PM S. 1935
Baldwin
1936 | Conservative George
\YJ
Edward
VI
crisis
George
VI
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1936-

1952
1937 | Conservative
PM N.
Chamberlain
1938 | Conservative Stonehenge
Café and
custodian
cottages are
demolished
1938
1939 | Conservative WW?2
begins
1939-
1945
1940 | Conservative
PM W.
Churchill
1941 | Conservative
1942 | Conservative
1943 | Conservative
1944 | Conservative
1945 | Conservative WW?2
ends
Labour 1945
PM C. Atlee
1946 | Labour
1947 | Labour Cold
War
begins
1947
1991
1948 | Labour
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1949 | Labour
1950 | Labour Atkinson,
Piggott and
Stone
excavations
1950- 1956
Mobile café
in
Stonehenge
car park
1954
1951 | Labour
Conservative
PM W.
Churchill
1952 | Conservative George
VI
Elizabeth
1
19521
1953 | Conservative
1954 | Conservative New
underground
toilets for
visitors
1954
1955 | Conservative
PM A. Eden
1956 | Conservative Atkinson,
Piggott and
Stone
excavations
end
1956
1957 | Conservative
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PM H.
Macmillan

1958

Conservative

Stonehenge
Restoration
project
(Atkinson,
Piggott and
Stone)
1958- 1959

1959

Conservative

Stonehenge
Restoration
project ends
1959

1960

Conservative)

Stonehenge
car park is
extended
1960

1961

Conservative

Stonehenge
visitor
footfall is
337,000
1961

1962

Conservative)

1963

Conservative)
PM A.
Douglas
Home

Outer circle
stone fall at
Stonehenge
1963

Inner circle
is surfaced
with gravel
1963

1964

Conservative)

Labour
PM H.
Wilson

Final phase
restoration
project,
some major
stones
(including
the Great
Trilithon)
aresecured
in concrete
1964

1965

Labour
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1966 | Labour Further
extension to
carpark 1966
Wainwright
Durrington
Walls
excavations
1966-1968
1967 | Labour
1968 | Labour Dagenham| Wainwright
Wo me n { Durrington
Strike for | Walls
Equal Pay | excavations
1968 end
1968
Undergroun
d Bunker
Visitor
Centre built
1968
1969 | Labour
1970 | Labour
Conservative)
PM E. Heath
1971 | Conservative
1972 | Conservative Mi ner
Strike
1972
1973 | Conservative Avenue
excavations
1973
1974 | Conservative Stonehenge
Labour Free
PM H. Festivals
Wilson 1972- 1984
1975 | Labour
1976 | Labour
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PM J.
Callahan

1977

Labour

Stonehenge
inner circle
enclosed by
a fence
1977

1978

Labour

Gravel in
inner circle
removed
1978

1979

Labour

Conservative|
PM M.
Thatcher

Pitts dig nea
Heel Stone
1979

1980

Conservative

Stonehenge
Environs
project
1980i 1997

1981

Conservative|

Greenham
Common
Wo me n
Peace
Camp
19812000

1982

Conservative

Falklan
ds War
1982

1983

Conservative

Historic
Buildings
and
Monuments
Commission
founded
(later
renamed
English
Heritage)
1983

1984

Conservative

Mi ner
Strike
begins

Stonehenge
is given to
English
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1984- Heritage
1985 1984
Stonehenge
Free Festival
ends
1984
1985 | Conservative Mi n e r ( Battle of the
Strike ends| Beanfield #
1985 June,
1985
1986 | Conservative Stonehenge
becomes a
World
Heritage Site
1986
1987 | Conservative
1988 | Conservative
1989 | Conservative
1990 | Conservative
PM J. Major
1991 | Conservative Cold
War
ends
1991
1992 | Conservative
1993 | Conservative
1994 | Conservative
1995 | Conservative Results from| A303
all 2g" Stoneheng
century e Tunnel
excavations | proposal
are 1995
published
1995
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1996 | Conservative
1997 | Conservative
Labour
PM T. Blair
1998 | Labour
1999 | Labour
2000 | Labour Greenham | Managed
Common Access to
Wo me n ( Stonehenge
Peace for the
Camp ends| solstices
2000 2000
2001 | Labour Afghan
istan
War
begins
2001
2011
2002 | Labour A303
Stoneheng
e Tunnel
Scheme
plans
updated
2002
2003 | Labour Stonehenge Iraq
Riverside War
Project begins
Az 200371 2003-
2009
2004 | Labour A303
Stoneheng
e Tunnel
Public
Enquiry
2004
2005 | Labour A303
Stoneheng
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e Tunnel

Scheme
plans
withdrawn
2005
A303
Stoneheng
e Tunnel
proposal
2005-
2006
2006 | Labour
2007 | Labour A303
PM G. Stoneheng
Brown e Tunnel
Scheme
cancelled
2007
2008 | Labour Darvill and
Wainwright
Stonehenge
excavations
(part of the
ongoing
Strumble
Preseli
project)
2008
2009 | Labour Stonehenge
Riverside
project ends
2009
2010 | Labour Traffic &
Airspace
Conservative| Regulation
PM D. s prohibit
Cameron traffic
every WIS
Solstice
201062019
2011 | Conservativel
2012 | Conservativel A344 road
closes
2012
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2013 | Conservative Stonehenge | A303
English Stoneheng
Heritage e Tunnel
Visitor proposal
Centre openg 2013
2013
2014 | Conservative Afghan
istan
War
ends
2014
2015 | Conservative English
Heritage
becomes a
charity
2015
2016 | Conservative Human
PM T. May Henge
project
2016- 2018
2017 | Conservative A303
Stoneheng
e Tunnel
proposal
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Interpreting Stonehenge

From 1900 to 2020, Stonehenge has been the centre of many interpretations.
Technological advances over the 120 years have allowed archaeologists and historians
to discover more about Stonehenge and 1it:
Monument in is modern social history. These interpretations of Stonehenge provide
context for aspects of Stonehengeds mode.]
compare use of the Ancient Monument over its lifetime. Much of the work discussed

here, will later be disgssed in more detail to inform the key themes for this chapter.

Thus, this theme is designed to be a guide that will assist in the understanding of the

other forthcoming themes.

Stonehenge Academia

Academic discussion about Stonehenge is an esserntialf iz interpretation. It is

evident that research about the monument has greatly expanded our knowledge since
1900, most noticeably perhaps, in the last 30 years. Between 1901 and 1994, there were
123 digs and ot her 0i ntgbsomearctnowsees @ at St
destructive to the archaeology (Hill 2009: 148). Recent and ongoing archaeological
research projects at Stonehenge include the Stonehenge Riverside Project and Human
Henge, and in 2020 researchers were able to determine theomedicri of where
Stonehengeds sarsen stones came from (BB

Chippindale states that Stonehenge shoul
qguestioning rationalityé (Chippindale 20
Stonehenge has h#d fair share of perhaps irrational academic theories. In the 1960s,
no doubt fuelled by the 1959 Moon Landing, there was an interest in astronomy and

Stonehenge, most notably Professor Geral
astronomical observatorjyle 1966: 262). Hoyle attempts rationalizes this theory by

stating that oO0the | arge physical size of
270) and that o0if Stonehenge was constru
builders presumable triedt make the sighting |ines as a
1966: 270). Although it is s Meobshineogl|l y de]
Stonehenge who wr ot e: 6it is a great pity tha

undoubted enthusiasm for his sulbjeclead him beyond the bounds of logic and
accuracyo6 (Atkinson 1966: 216) .

Chippendal e compares alternative archaeo
omystical visiondé (Chippindale 2004: 240
academic interpretations of Stonehenge, as surely part of the joy in being an
archaeologisis dreaming and constructing narratives based upon objects and
monuments of the past. Stonehenge and it
aesthetically conceivedd (Hi ll, 2009: 59
moder n BH ROO%A 60N feen(inHondon and particularly Bath with the Circus

(built by John Wood, a Druid), said to have been built to resemble Stonehenge.
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3.1:Mr. Malcom Murray of Edinburgh University with Miss Faith D. Morgan of Salisbury working
beneath one of the fallen stonea, 1950s (A. Underwood)

Another aspect of the academic discussion on Stonehenge is its importance to society

and who it belongs tdn Who Owns Stonehenge Fowl er st ates that
not regard Stonehenge as 6belongingdé in
or cultdé (Chippindale et al. 1990: 123) .
Her it agiectilny al égdlr sensed (Chippindale et
Rhys Jones 06it is a thing to be known an:
(Chippindale et al. 1990: 87) whose summary of Stonehenge ownership is perhaps the
most sensible oney least likely to antagonise. That Stonehenge is of communal

ownership, held in trust for us IBH is interesting, perhaps there would be less

contestation over the monument if we accepted that no one entity owns it, linking to
Chubbdés g¢gi fationin $918itts antingpossiliiee unnepresentable space but

one that also means a great deal to many different groups of people. Hetherinton argued
that O0OStonehenge is imbued with a myriad
differentvisionsofte or deri ng of the social d (Hethe
expressed through forms of resistance to ways in which society, through the prism of

such a site, is seen to be currently ordered.

Darvill s theory of val eseurcscarsbe eppliedtd or t h
Stonehenge and is a useful way to analyse how we value the monument. Value in this
application is definedbg s o ci ol o gi c ailsetsioffbtoadhcpnstituteda t i on s
socially-determined assumptions, beliefs and knowleskggswhich may be termed

Ov as$ yet (®anglld994: 52). The value system breaks down into 3 sections, use
value, option value and existence value (Darvill 1994 B&).an archaeological

resource, such as Stonehenge, use value is based upon consungaidmasource,

placed upon it by contemporary society (Darvill 1994: 55). Examples of use value
include:archaeological research, creative arts, education, tourism, symbolic
representation, monetary and economic gRervill 1994:56-57). Given that
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Storehenge is relevant #l these uses (indeed many are present in this research
project) it can be stated the Stonehenge has a high use value to society today.

The main aim of the option value is O0phy:
58)to conserve the archaeologicakource for future generations. Since 1918,
Stonehenge has been in the care of the Ministry of Works department andHlater E

protect it for the enjoyment and benefi't
Exi stence val uet oirsd t(hDearovfielell 1g90904d: f5a9c) o f
resource. People are happy Stonehenge ex|

59). This value can also be linked to feelings of national pride for Stonehenge and
reassurance. People are aware of thast as Stonehenge roots them to it (Darvill 1994:
59).Value systems are an important foundation for cultural heritage, they determine
how the archaeological resource is mang@advill 1994: 5253). By applying value
systems to Stonehenge, they can meitee the ongoing management of the monument,
informing us of the best way to care, present and use it.

Healing Stones

Academic ideas about Stonehenge as a therapeutic place can be attributed to Geoffrey
of Monmouth, who introduced the idea of stonasgihg healing powers (Darvill et al.

2018: 96). In 2004, Chippindale puts forward the idea that Prehistoric Stonehenge was
6a sacred place of uncomprehended power
255). This is expanded by Darvill, who suggests ith¢he late third millennium BC,
Stonehenge could have been a pilgrimage site for those who hoped that their illnesses
would be improved in the presence of the stones (Darvill 2016b: Rigjymage is a
journey that someone takes to a site that hatgsfeeance for them and their beliefs,

with the idea that this will help them, often spiritually (Darvill 2016a: 155). This act can
be a rite of passage and people often undertake pilgrimages to assist with healing
(Darvill 2016a: 155).

Archaeological ges have long been associated with healing and were often used and

are still, as places to improve wellbeing and Séiese sites, like Stonehenge, are

places that are believed to have meaning that is other than their location in the landscape
(Darvil2016a: 155). Darvill 6s reasoning that
pilgrims derives from its place in the Wiltshire landscaget he basi ¢ st r uct
prehistoric tr ayarlill28l6a 164) sith wseptoximityato thee st e d 6
Ridgewy and River Avon; and that Stonehenge
2016a: 155) that provides a sense of powi
healing was explored further by Darvill and others from 2016 to 2018, through the
HumanHeng pr oj ect. This project develops on
Stonehenge as a holy site (Darvill 2016) and provides a detailed case of how re
connecting with heritage and nature can help those who suffer with bad mental health.
Human Henge is based two ideas, that prehistoric sites like Stonehenge are places of
healing and that today ancient sites should have a range of uses for society (Darvill et al.
2018: 91). The Human Henge project is o6cl
landscap@ f St onehenge and Avebury to i mprove
range of activities (Darvill et al. 2018: 91).

Darvi || notes that places |i ke 6édsacred s

recognized as powerful and therapeutic places forgeoara 6 ( Dar vi | | et
and that the legacy of wellbeing has long related to heritage and archaeological
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monuments. The city of Bath is a great example of this, as there is continued use of the
natural mineral waters, which has been documented grebestoric times (Darvill et

al. 2018: 93) and popularised by the legend of Prince Bladud (Visit Bath 2021). A

popular leisure city, Bath houses the infamous Roman Baths and of course the Thermae
Spa, which uses 1 million litres of natural thermal wagaich day, which contain over

42 mineralsdé (Ther mae Bath Spa 20-Beld) . Hi
tradition of bathing for wellbeing and health purposes.

Darvill argues that places like Stonehenge and Avebury are ideal sites for cultural

heritage therapy work, as they are detached and noticeably different from our modern
world (Darvill et al. 2018: 106). This difference allows for exploration of self amd th
potential for better ment al heal t h. Hu ma |
archaeol ogy and creativityé (Darvill et
ancient landscapes. The Human Henge project bases the experience of individuals on
severalkg t hemes, such as 6éjourneying with t|
space and time; (Darvill et al. 2018: 97
activities (Darvill et al. 2018: 97).

On Stonehenge and Mental Healthprogramme by Raul4, Darvill explained the
project as a way of oO6trying to think our
2017) , adding that i f peopleds well being
world, could ancient monuments also have benefits? TheaHuhenge project wanted

to dmake use of our ancient monuments in
2017) to help those suffering with poor mental health. Throughout the project there was
emphasis on creating a c¢ommtuhnietayc ht hort chueg hd
(Darvill et al. 2018: 97) which allows individuals to feel a sense of belong and purpose.
This evidently was beneficial to the individuals that took part, as Ben Welbourne, a
member of staff at a Wil t s hoiprlee mehnot adl o nhbet:
al ways feel part of their own society it:
Human Henge project indicates that Stonehenge has purpose as a wellbeing site and that
ancient monuments could be used today for healing and mentdl. healt

Landscape Archaeology

When we think of Stonehenge, we often think of the monument itself and not the

| andscape that surrounds it, which has b
riché (Darvill 2006 : 27 gabout Sohehdngepyguhcoutdh i s
not have it without its landscape, and vice versa. Landscape is an important part of how
we orientate ourselves to the world, and how we find our space within it. It has also

been an essential part of archaeological studyr(dsa 2004: 255) and within the UK

has been defined as 0ge-positiviatiatigBriishr e h uma |
archaeol ogy at | arged (Ashmore 2004: 259
Ashmore defines | andscape archaeol ogy as
ongoingsocih hi story, of phenomenol ogy, inhabi
( Ashmor e 200 4 Stongherlgg: MakiBgeSpattee thidefinition as

Bender herself writes that | andscape res.

continuallybeing reworked in the present (Bender 1998: 3) and must be regarded with

the knowledge that individuals each have different ways of engaging and understanding
the world (Bender 1998: 4). Ashmore stat:
landscap s cal e6 (Ashmore 2004: 263) which <co
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place, influenced by social theory (Ashmore 2004: 263). Most landscape theorists are

interested in é6interpretive and phenomen:
which can bdinked to interpretations of Stonehenge, such as the Riverside or Human
Henge projects. Contemporary themes for |

palimpsest, meaning, memory, identity, social order, morality and social
transfor mat i on 0), njaAysohwhiohrcan beudedl # conj@nbtién with
Stonehenge.

Stonehenge is not a socially constructed landscape which has a solid trackable timeline,
it is one which at different times has meant different things. Throughout history,
landscapes and monunts that live in them are subject to continuainterpretation by
every new generation (Ashmore 2004: 262). This is evident at Stonehenge that the
landscape holds different meanings and types of attachment foukukal societal

groups and individualAshmore 2004: 259); throughout the section of time studied in
this project. Common interpretations of landscape are power and identity, both which
arguably can be attributed to Stonehenge (Ashmore 2004: 264). These interpretations
are assigned by meaniagfached to a landscape (Ashmore 2004: 264), between 1900
and 2020, Stonehenge has often been used by British Pagans, who believe the
monument has great power. Their use of rituals and other practises help to inform this
interpretation of Stonehenge asyaoful and an oft vital part of their collective identity.

Cultural Heritage

Stonehenge is an integral part of our cultural heritage in Britain. This is discussed later
in more detail, analysing how the monument has contributed to music, art and pop
culture. In this section, the researcher will discuss the presentation of Stonehenge as a
well-known heritage site and how this can border on the nationalistic if we are not

careful. Ashmore writes that Bender wuses
understanishg social fragmentation in the currentposmp er i al wor | ddé ( A
261) and this is evident in how she writes about Stonehenge.

Benderds ideas about nationalism and St o

reaction to the reconstruction of &dar Man, which was the subject of a recent paper

by Bonacchi and Krzyzanska. Both Stonehenge and Cheddar Man have been the target
of heritagebased tribalism. Bonacchi and Krzyzanska stated that their objective was to
study 606how i de dancestrdy ardqndeptoged onolTwiitegfor purpases of

antagonistic 6otheringd (Bonacchi and Kr ;
case study due to how the media presente:q
emergence of heritaggased tribalsné ( Bonacchi and Krzyzansk

their findings, Bonacchi a-themeKr zyzanska,
communications that rely on provocative narratives on social media tend to be labelled

as political 6 ( Bonac c hhatthase domidunizajionssaresdk a 2 |
6conducive to positive change in peopl ed:
(Bonacchi and Krzyzanska 2021: 1).

But how does this relate to Stonehenge? Ashmore recognized that there is an invested
interestinBrihki nés ancient past: Omany recogni ze
prehistoric and historical landscape, associated with genealogical interest in local and
regional traditionsd (Ashmore 2004: 258)
landscapesral monuments like Stonehenge can be linked to nationalistic ideas and
heritagebased tribalism. Heritagga s ed tri bal i sm i s defined
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outcomes of attributing meanings to the human past that work to create boundaries
bet ween O&cetlhveerssd6 amidt h t he aim of excl udi
and Krzyzanska 2021: 2).

Bonacchi and Krzyzanska note thatheritagea s ed tri bal i sm i s par |
when | inked with myths of origins and i d
2021: 2). This applicable to Stonehenge,
6explainedd in terms of roots, and of O6o0
I f i dentity is supported and estabeni shed

Stonehengeds history can be used to supp!
hints at racism and othering. Bender links Stonehenge with the Empire and Stonehenge,
stating that it is 0pa-ragainsttheoddsmthetppust i f i c

|l eague of world playersé (Bender 1998: 1.
oneself as Obetter than thoud due to per
i's troubling and it is intereokwithg t o col
Benderds on Stonehenge.

Conclusion

To summarise, it is evident Stonehenge has undergone many interpretations over its
modern social history, from archaeologists, astronomers, and others. Stonehenge is one
of the last unsolved mysteries we hawvel that fascinates us. This section of the

research project has looked at some of the most common interpretations of Stonehenge,
although there are many more. Next the project will discuss contested landscapes, a key
interpretation of Stonehenge and itstbry, which was briefly discussed here but will

go into more detail in the next section, analysing to what extent this term is useful when
regarding Stonehenge.

Stonehengeds Contested Landscape

This section of Chapter 3 discusses the academic idea of Stonehenge as a contested
landscape, examining to what extent Stonehenge is a contested landscape and whether
this is an outdated term, citing examples of contestation throughout the studiedgeriod t
build the argument. It is evident throughout this chapter that there are several themes
that cross over into one another, for example, much of the political elements can be
attributed to Stonehenge as a contested landscape. To avoid repeating oreself, th
discussion will attempt to link these themes together, rather than repeating information.

Academic discourse of 6Contested Landsca,

The idea of Stonehenge as a 6contested |
1990, which Bender expands uporhie r 1998 OMaking Spaced b
Ot he need to mesh an understanding of eml
unegqual power relations6é (Bender, 1998:
writing about the Battle of the Beanfiklthe free festival that neveas. Worthington

focuses on Stonehenge as place of conflict, citing historical instances like the Battle of

the Beanfield and the enforced ban of Stonehenge Free Festivals by the Thatcher regime
(Worthington 2020). Headddtinal | y st ates that the echoe
i ntoleranced remain in Conservative govel
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Al t hough Bender s work on Stonehenge was
Stonehenge theme, it is worthwhile exploring ithue r her e. Bender 6s v
socicpolitical approach and arguably a feminist one, looking the history of Stonehenge

and issues concerning the monument, including public access and the influence of the
government on her it ag8&anehénge: Bakingp®Gmaebeé s own
states that thiswork wdss pawned by angerd (Bender 199
efforts ofEH and parts of the Establishment to promote a socially empty view of the

past in |ine with mode nderl®98:43H)eHervvaiting ve s e |
about the contested | ands distprieal pedubrigofo n e h e |
British social and economi c (Beederd998s: d3d)s , a
and that she wishes to justify her Stonehengeaaabgical landscape study of the
monumena s 6somet hing pol it i(Reader1998& $3i)ami ¢ and

Wendy Ashmore daepproédek Benldamdscape r es:¢
Ma r x i(Ashmore 2004260i ndi cat ed by Otienrtosbc@mngst and
i n e q u(AshmoteyY@4: 260). It could be argued that Bender uses a Marxist

approach as she analyses events at Stonehenge using-paditicial approach, linking
class and politc®dt her e i's no doubt t bféhe Thatther conf r
years have thrown into high relief some
(Bender 1998114). Class and social hierarchy is evidently important to Bender, writing
in the aftermath of Ttheaseclhewds dt Omandshb
used as though it b(Bdndenl§a898)tand that blprieea t i c u |
boundaries between O6privated and bépubl i
of access to Stonehenge and its landscape (Bend@r 1B3). It is easy to see why
Ashmore statebtanbHataperi BepdepgAsinore i nt en.
2004: 260), although not meant negatively as Beaderh al | enges t he gen
landscape, the male and mercantilist gaze that permeatds thin g about | and:
(Ashmore 2004: 260).

a
a |
C

Historically, the subject of archaeology has beete dominateds 0 Bender 6 s an
of the Stonehenge landscape is interesting and useful as she looks at it in a different

light to other academics. It seesi® is aware of this too, as she notes that it is still

di ffilkedt alol 6t he voices t hatBemderid®& st t he
112). Bendero6s theory of contwessfsoeimd | ands:
involvement with the monumenhd surrounding area has continued throughout and

that Stonehenge academic research cannot focus solely on the distant past (Ashmore
2004: 261).

Contestation at Stonehenge

Throughout the time period, there tedre se:
| andscaped, most hel pfWadrthingtondstatesuhatesincetbed by
1920s O0the stage was set for open conf i
indicating that the lack of open access for the public to Stonehenge remained a
contributing factor. Although the Stonehenge Free Festival years are now remembered
as the most turbulent the monument has seen, with solstice goers being described as
6hard core anarchistsdé (Bish, 1988: 88),
in Chapter One and ensuing issues with the solstices over the 50s and 60s (Southern
Evening Echo 1965) that conflict over public accessibility to Stonehenge began much
earlier and is a prevailing theme throughoutpbgod this research project focuses o
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Throughout the 2Dcentury, it is evident from the media, particularly newspapers, that
contestation at Stonehenge is a reoccurring issue, much to the evident joy of the
headlines. Research at the WSHC, indicatedy Stonehenge related headlineghw

almost one a year throughout the 1960s. Although the free festivals are often painted as
the big oO0clash6 at Stwereadragaemtpecyrrereecatitief | e s
monument in the midentury.Examplesof this contestation at Stonehenge evilent

in the reporting from the Southern Evening Echo, from 1965 to 1971. The celebrations
for summer solstice are for press and of:
the prison camp style barri er sdassolgices o pr
(Southern Evening Echo 1965).

By 1967, it is O0AIl I Qui et in Druidds Cir
having access again, with 6the quietest
Evening Echo 1967). Although there are eleta@if contestion brewing under the
surface, wit h tsurreundedbsp-tootbightoilstofbariped wir@ a n d
Opatbgl Aed Ministry Guar (8outbeongsenirgiechot hei r
1967). In this article it is evident that tNenistry of Work has gone to some effort to

prevent any trouble at the stones, with only those who have been issued permits allowed
entry to the Stonehenge enclosure (Southern Evening Echo 1967).

But by 1969, despite the best efforts of the Ministry atkAMd0t he guar ds on t
entrance abandoned their post when it became obvious that the situation was beyond
control 6 (Southern Evening Echo, 1969) , :
mostly studentsd (Sout he theDrdde @ aniinlmpgpmc h o,
strip teasé a young man stands upon the giant trilithon and reveals floral underpants,

to the o6o0off, offd chant of the crowd and
ceremonies were disrupted (Southern Evening Echo, 1969).i4@7/more sedate

affair, the Ministry of Work have evidently learnt their lesson that restricting the public

is not the answer and the crowd is allowed within the main enclosure of the monument,

all owing them 6a much cl ear arhevilawstoff etwh
(Southern Evening Echo 1970). Or perhaps not, as in 1971, entrance to Stonehenge is
restricted to 0650 hol der s roddblogkgesow al pas:

traffic on the main road, a foreshadowing of what is to coaenegps? Although these
newspaper articles are somewhat amusing, they give an indication of contestation at
Stonehenge prior to the free festivals and the root cause. Although the Druids should be
able to carry out their ceremonies without interruptionsluekng the public evidently
causes more problems than solutions.

This exclusion of the public from Stonehenge (a monument that is supposedly held in
trustfor the public) continually causes issues throughout the time frame studied, from
1900 onwards. Tdugh the Stonehenge Free Festivals are the most obvious example of
this (and are covered in full in the Memories of a Free Festival theme), contestation of
various forms occurred in almost every decade of tHec2atury and into the 241

century.

The nost recent example of contestation is in June 2021, when the EH summer solstice

|l ive feed was pulled due to people enter.
This caused anger over social media as many were disappointed due to the live footage
beng repl acredcwi d&d 6pboet age of the stones
footage, there were O6about 100 people in:
60Standi ng f @AMe8ia 2021 BHapajogisied for the disruption, stating
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thatb saf ety reasons were behind the | ack of
argued that this latest breach at Stonehenge is indicative of the entitlement that some
people feel to the monument. Ironically, this group that gained access to Stonehenge

were disrupting the access of others on the live feed. It is a useful example of how
Stonehenge is appropriated for personal gain.

3.4: People gathering in the inner circle of Stonehenge, 2021 (The Guardian, 2(

Summary

Tosummarisethisect i on, although O6contested | and
discussing Stonehenge and its modern social history, it could be argued that this is
perhaps too broad an analysis for Stonehenge. This term is also now 30 years old and
perhaps it is time to tik at the monument in a different light. For example, how it

brings people together from different saldtures of society to celebrate. Although
Stonehenge has a turbulent history which cannot be cast aside, by focusing solely on the

monument a®dal @aondstcaped it negates ot her
its status as a cultural icon. The idea of Stonehenge as a contested landscape is also
closely interlinked with politics and hi:

broad a term foStonehenge, this can in short, can be broken down into different
elements, such as the free festivals, politics, and accessibility to allow for a more
complex understanding of Stonehenge.

Stonehenge and Politics

Since 1900, Stonehenge has been closeigived with UK politics, from the Antrobus

court case to the A303 Tunnel. Arguably, most of the themes used in this literature view
cross over with Politics, and as such sol
themes, liké&St 0 n e hGontgsteddhsdscape or Admission and Accessibility. It

could be argued that Stonehenge has been continually appropriated for mlitical

andhas acted in the past as a bargaining chip for politicians. It is no surprise that
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Stonehengeds moddremssdgi plolhitstcarldy iWheirr
made, thereds power, and Stonehenge has
politicians, particularly after the handover to English Heritage in 1984, have changed
Stonehenge into what it is today. This sectbbhapter 3 will analyse the impact

politics has had on the monument over the studied time period, through legislation,
alternative agendas and the development of Stonehenge into a worldwide tourist
destination.

Legislation and Stonehenge

Before legslation is discussed, it is wortloting that the Conservative Party has been in
power for most years from 1900 to 2020. As such, they are the political party that has
had the most impact on Stonehenge. Several legislations reflect this, sehPablic

Order Act 1986Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 19894d 1997Stonehenge
Regulations. Each of these legislations listed have had an impact on Stonehenge,
restricting public access and criminalising various heritage crimes within the landscape
aroundthe monumenfTo date, Stonehenge is the only ancient monument in England
that has its own piece of parliament legislation (Darvill 2006: 276), the Stonehenge
Regulations 1997.

The Stonehenge Regulations 1997, 12 years after the BOB, is the legislatibas
arguably had the most impact on Stonehenge, revoking the Stonehenge Regulations
1983. At the time of research, the 1983 Stonehenge Regulations were not available on
legislation.gov.uk, although it can be imagined that the 1997 Stonehenge Regulatio
are far more restrictive than their predecessor, due to the events that happened in
betweenThe 1997 Stonehenge Regulations are divided into prohibited acts and those
prohibited unless done with written consent from English Heritage.

EH became custtians of Stonehenge in 1984, with BOB and free festivals finishing in
1985, it is evident from the wording of the 1997 Stonehenge Regulations that they were
to stop any opportunity of a free festival at the monument and to curb public access.
Some examplesf prohibited acts that could be attributed to the free festival scene are:
anjuring, disfiguring, removing or otherwise interfering with in any manner the
monument or any notice or any other prop
Obringing onto, parking or | eaving any v
thaninaccor dance with parking authorised by
firework on the site of theno n u m&Stortelienge Regulations 1997).

Interestingly, although these regulations are restrictive, it can be inferred that British
Pagans codlstill be allowed to celebrate at Stonehenge, provided they have prior

per mi s srgaaising arsaking part in any assembly, display, performance,
representation, review, theatrical event, festival, ceremony or ritual within the site of the
mo n u mie prahidited unless there has been written consent fronTBbligh the

1997 Stonehenge Regulations is the only legislation directly associated with
Stonehenge, other pieces of legislation have had an indirect effect on the social history
of the monument.

After the BOB, the Public Order Act 1986 and Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
1994, were in quick succession, to ensure that public access to Stonehenge was
managed in a controlledwa®.f | nt erest to Stonehengeos
V Pulic Order: Collective Trespass or Nuisance on Land, as this had an effect on the
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free festivalgoers,suaéhs t he regul ati ons @inf 6dtr easmpy sts
the chief officer of police reasonably believes that an assembly is intended td be hel

any district at a place on land to which the public has no right of access or only a limited
right of accessé (ii)where the | and, or
architectural, archaeological or scientific importance, in signifidantage to the land,

building or monument, he may apply to the council of the district for an order

prohibiting for a specified period the holding of all trespassory assemblies in the district
orapartofit,asspecifiégd ( Cr i mi nal JueActlO®). and Public

In all, legislation has had great effect on Stonehenge and its modern social history,
arguably changing the course of it. As a result of this legislations, Stonehenge and its
landscape became less accessible to the public (unless through EH), mordiyolitica
intwined and police were given more power at the monument, to arrest or evict if need
be.

Alternative Agendas

Though Stonehenge is frequently in mainstream politics, particularly in latter part of the
20" century, it could be suggested that thehaeological site is a crucible or stage for

the common people to protest sepidlitical issues and promote political change.
Stonehenge is the ideal candidate for protest groups to have their voices heard, due to

longstanding mediand public interestih he monument . Due to St c
profile, the site has become a o6rallying
di vergent agendasod6 (Darvill 2006: 277) al
both the 28 and 2% centuries.

In the 1995 Midsummer issue 8f Stonef he article, OHi ppy Hen
thereds a tabloid headline!d reports on |
Order Act 1994: o6two hundred people desc:
on May Bank Holidgt o express their opposition toé
site at the ¥Stanerl®95: 1% dHisprotestceidcidgd Svith VE Day
(tronically?) and protestors had banners
whohave defended our "Swmmedd9% t).dn 2024, tStoriemepga s t i
was invaded by Extinction Rebellion prot

Earth Protectorsdé (Paessler 2021) who ca
propcsed A303 Stonehenge Tunnel plans. An Earth protector was quoted as saying:
igging up our ancestors and destroying our sacred-ggdhis really the legacy we
wanttoleave@ ( Paessl er 2021).

Walllis and Blain have written about the various agengiaissurrounded access to

Stonehenge after the free festivals and exclusion zone years. Although they
acknowledgethaino si ngl e group has a more authe
h e n QMalis and Blain 2001: 16) certain groups, possibly British Psgaho are

O6most spiritually connected to the stone:
they feel Omarginalisedd by the restrict.
despite the fact that EH did let small religious groups into Stoneherthge sammer

solstice (Wallis and Blain 2001: 16). The summer solstice can arguably be considered

as the most political time of year, due |
year since the BOB that the exclusion zone was removed and peoglgrasted

access to celebrate summer solstice at the stones again, though there was frustration
from o6al l interest groups6 (Wallis and B
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it was felt this was not supportive to the alternative agéWidlis ard Blain 2001: 18),
who wished to remain on good terms with EH and NT from theit anclearly evident
from those examples discussed above, that Stonehenge is a useful social platform
(Darvill 2006: 274) that allows for a wider audience to hear abousdlgoalitical issues.

National Disgrace to The Face

Il n 1993, Stonehenge was branded a 6nati ol
(Chippindale et al. 1990: 269), which seems to have spurred on the development of
Stonehenge into a 21st century tourist destinaklianvever, the plans for the

reimagining of Stnehenge, culminating in the 2013 visitor centre we see today, began

long before thitomment, and like many of the decisions made regarding Stonehenge,

took along time to come to fruitionChe visitor centre plans have been covered in detail

in previouspublications, so the researcher will not attempt to rehash the various
incarnations here, rather give an overview and how this related to the political situation

at Stonehenge.

Stonehenge iregarded aa national disgracgue tothe tourist framework dhe site,

Opoor vVvisitor provisionsd (Baxter and Chi
Stonehenge. When the land around Stonehenge was bought by public description, this
was meant to prevent unsightly development near the monument, thoughaalter
Chippindale argue that the visitor services do just that (Baxter and Chippindale 2002:
151).Since the 1920s, there had been some form of visitor facilities at Stonehenge,

though thel960s saw the first major tourism developments at the monument.

The 1968 plans for Stonehenge included a large carpark accessed by subway under the
main road, with an underground café and visitor centre with the subway (Salisbury
Journal 1965)The 1968 visitor centre at Stonehenge was the first attempt to properly
mondise the monument and is an interesting part of its hisadtypugh later became a

chief concerrfor furtherimprovements at Stonehengéhis unpopular visitor centre,

withéal |l the all ur e dHil2@09: a67)twasrseen §s inooative r p a s
the 1960s, though regardedéas o-u gt Obrutali std concrete
meritdé (Baxter an dltiaguaplyortumatestHatehisirsighfly. 1 6 0
architecture no longer scars the landscam#ay allowing us to viewtonehengas

close to what it would have been like for ancient generations

A
y

The 1968 visitor facilities later becamelaef concerrfor furtherimprovements at
Stoneheng®vasthe visitor centre and tunnel thanunderneath the A344yuilt in 1968

andma d erouglic a6st Obrutali std concreted of &én
Chippindale 2002: 160Y.his unpopular visitor centre, witha | | the allure
mot or way (Hil 206 158 was 6een as innovative in the 1960s, even if what
we O6dedesedvedd were tourist facilities

(Trubshaw 2003: 6).

Throughout the late 70s and 8@mnehengé s her i t a gwas araoccargng me nt

i Sssue. Despite t hat cobfidemtly por&dgt8d wubiweddror c e n
many yearstoconde ( Wi I t shi r e Co uourtisynunibersignew it | 1984
became increasingly apparent thatdlgeingtourist infrastructurérom 1968was not

enough to support tHargenumber of visitors at the monument each d&aythe mid

1970s, visitor mnagemenat Stonehenge was a major concern and needed an overhaul,
asdue to the | arge numbers of wvisitors th
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patinadé (Darvill 2006: 276) due mngof t he m;
gravel against trilithon.

In 1977, a working party was set up to try and solve the issue, but due to a change in
political parties, the wo(Witshire@ouptynCGotngildés p |
1984). The plans for Stonehenge were droppedtddt he assumed gr owtf
numbers hadand®tthe cacagtr eafé | mpl ementd ng tF
(Wiltshire County Council 1984), although the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
neglects to mention the large drop in numbersduesto the fencing of Stonehenge in

1978, which was unpopular with visitors (Wiltshire County Council 1984) and the other

Oi mproveoemenstedhhsiaively coloured asphalt p
approach the st on éWiltshrd Cownty Councii 1984)abutinot,ofe a s o |
course, iRbetween the stones, which is what visitors where accustomed to.

Figures of Attendance at Stonehenge from 1967 to 1982

900,000
800,000
700,000

600,000
500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000
0

1967196819691970197119721973197419751976197719781979198019811982

H1967m1968m 1969= 1970m 1971m1972m1973m 1974
E1975m1976m1977m1978m 1979m 1980m 1981 1982

3.5:Figures of Attendance at Stonehenge from 1967 to 1982 (WCQ 1984

In 1984, the management and presentation of Stonehenge enters a new phase due to the
handover to English Heritage. In his statement at the Stonehenge Press Conference,

1984, Lord Montague said: 6we recognised
find a | asting solution to the proper pres
(Wiltshire County Counci l 1984) . and t ha:

(Wiltshire County Council 1984). He also mentioned the Stonehenge Study Group, who
had @mpleted their report on Stonehenge, focusinthoge major issues which were

Hi ghway Aspect s TRdrwvirohsopStonetemdeiindhe Sobtext of its
Preservati on aanntddn 6Perrepsreenttaattiivoen,6 RWilsihmrai ng f
County Council 1984).

It can be inferred from Lord Montagueds
was to improve Stonehenge as a tourist destination as shodatbmentation fronthe
Stonehenge Study Group: 6asmahr rea experiefice er t |

as possible to increase awareness of the monument in its context, to increase enjoyment.
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-who is the visitor, the man in the street, not the acadeforeknowledge
expectati ons, (WitshimetCsuntg @odnciinl@8d)d s . 0

It is no surprise that the takeover of Stonehenge by EH and proposed visitor
improvements came at a time when Britain was going through severe economic issues.

In 1974, unemployment was at 3.7%, but by 1984, this was 11.8% (Qayyum et al.
2019) . Tdovanment golici@shadgcaused mass unemployment within the UK

and Wiltshire itself had 21,000 people unemployed in 1984 (Wiltshire County Council
1984). Improvements to Stonehenge could help support the local economy and provide
opportunities for local pgae, which is referenced in the Stonehenge Study Group Draft
Terms of Reference: Ot he wider implicati.:
potential economic consequences for the locality and the relationship between
Stonehenge and other siteshnd ar ead (Wil tshire County C

It is clearly evident that management of Stonehenge focused on profit at this time, as
Bendernotest he real ity of preservation, conse
busi (Bensles I998: 17). Thus worth resicting public access through legislation

in order to turn the monument into a successful tourist destination, even if tourists are
6coralled through the barriersdéd (Bender
on this, st at iceasgstaHaw tiny &shovalue H thentrgding that

surrounds it is on a less profitable bagiaxter and Chippindale 2002: Q)7 Lord

Montague also referencecetissue n hi s st atement: Owhen St
place as afocusforlongeramb r e enj oyable visits to the
sure that the whole area will benefit significan{Wtiltshire County Council 1984)t

was necessary for Stonehenge to become a thriving tourist attractiaveasibped it

would benefit andupprt the local community, at a time where finding employment

was difficult.

During the dédexclusion zoned era of Stone!
obvious concern about the impact that this is having on the surrounding ancient
monuments in Wiltshire89Stonei n 1995 reports that O6sinc:
Since the forced exclusionéfrom Stoneheni
practise t hei riStbne 1985: 1d)f This is évidemtly cansing large

numbers to visit other archaeological sites, like Silbury Hill, where the NT are

0 ¢ @mexd about the increasing numbers of people climbing Silbury Hill to celebrate
ancient 'Ftone 1996:al4)s 6 ( 3

Baxter and Chippindale also acknowledge the impact of tourism on Stonehenge, stating

t hat 1t i s ani eibherialtobrists arecallo@ed $0igd ta Stanehenge,

|l eading it to be crowded, or some, keepi |
(Baxter and Chippindale 2002: 170).the 1980s and 1990s, it is evident that academic
discussion on Stonehenge zones in orptbéteering of the site by the government and

EHBender calls Stonehenge contemporary st
mas c ul i n eBendarrl®98146) perbaps referring to her earlier comments on

t he ol d St onehen gakoneébadkthmugh tima vianae dstronalutj ¢ h
Henry VIII1Ié not (Benmdeml®98id48). i n sight 6

It is interesting to read academic discussion about the issue with Stonehenge
management, the proposed tunnel and visitor facilities. In 2002, Baxter gudndhale
prophesisethabt A | i kely outcome, a decade f-rom n
and-cover tunnel and a visitor provision which largely depends on the present facilities
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using their present adjacent ).sloweverngé ( Ba:
neither of these statements have come to light. The visitor centre, opened in 2013, now
sits on near Airmandéds cross, all traces
The tunnel scheme #ill being debated, with little to show foll #te planning that has

gone into it.

In order to improve the tourist experience at Stonehenge, a potential visitor centre needs
to be 6a balance between scale and acces:
158).Near enough to be useful, but far amenough that it does not disrupt views of
Stonehenge and take away from the beauty of the landscape that surr@essté.

plans for a new visitor centre for Stonehenge dating back to 1977 (Wiltshire County
Council 1984), it was not built until 2013Ati r manés Cross. The Vi s
specifically designed for Stonehenge and haoltoe s pect bot h St onehe
setting and its (Gipundaeetoal 2004645). 44 an importante x t 0
part of the interpretation for Stonehenge,\ttsitor centre was a solution to the visitor

facilities discussion that had been going on for decades and represented a new phase of

Stonehengebds | ife (Chippindale et al. 20
As well as the new visitor centre, the A344 was closed, which allthveeldndscape to

become partially whole again, as it had |
Avenued (Chippindale et al. 2014: 648) .

the visitor experience at Stonehenge beyond recognition of what icevdasputing to

the success of Stonehenge today. Amongst the difficult discussions that surround
Stonehenge, the visitor centre iIis 6a s mal
allows for greater public access to the monument. It is a form of ati@mfor visitors

to Stonehenge which4avents the monument into a living site (Chippindale et al.

2014: 652), which people can visit and make their own interpretations of.

Summary
To summarise, it is evident that politic:
hi story and what it iIs to us today. At t|

Stonehenge has been used for political or financial gain, particularly from those who
have had ownership of the monument. Throughout the period studied for this research
project, it is evident that Stoneherfugs been used as a stage for alternative agendas;

due to the popularity of the archaeological site, there is guaranteed medigyeafera
protests happen therallowing concerns to be introduced to the mainstream. It is
interesting that, if the UK had not experienced economic difficulties in the early 70s due
to Conservative policies, Stonehenge would not be the monument that wé kisow

today. The next theme, Memories of a Free Festival, will analyse one of the biggest
political i ssues of Stonehengeds history
Stonehenge Free Festivals had on Stonehenge itself.

Memories of a Free Festival
6The Sun Machine is coming down, and
(Bowie 1970)

The Stonehenge Free Festivals took place from 19884 around the time of the
summer solstice in fields near the monument. But by 1984, wittréfagion of English
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Heritage, tolerance for the free festivals has waned. They were seen to be a problem and
an embarrassment for EH and NT, causing disruption in the local area, damage to the
archaeol ogi cal | andscape dreedestivasrconld bes 6 | i
presented as a utopia and contributing to cultural heritage, the negative impact that they
had cannot be ignored. The end of the Free Festivals culminated in the Battle of the
Beanfield. Although attempts were made after the Baittelebrate again at

Stonehenge, the free festivals ended in 1985. It was not until 2000 and the introduction

of managed access by English Heritage that people would be able to celebrate at
Stonehenge again.

Emergence of a new culture

Over the yearshe free festivals at Stonehenge have become something of a legend in
themselves. There are many variations of the story of their creation, the widely accepted
and weltknown one being that Phil Russell aka Wally Hope and his group of Wallies
setupthefdsi v al (Worthington 2002: 42). Altho
Stonehenge free solstice ritual at Warminster, conceived with a group of twelve good
Wiltshire men and truedé (Chippindale et
beginning of the ®nehenge Free Festivals in 1974. One can only suppose no good and
true Wiltshire women were available that day. The Stonehenge Free Festivals, from
19741984, were 6éan annual anarchic jambore
festivals within the 197/ free festival movement (Worthington 2009).

The free festival movement was part of an alternative lifestyle which flourished despite
the Tory government and Thatchewgwead pol i c|
unemployment, festivals must have sednike irresistible escapism. They also played

an important role in social interaction, uniting people of like interests. Free festivals

were a way of finding a community where you felt you belonged. The Stonehenge free
festival, grown from the traditioof British Pagans, hippies and others celebrating

summer solstice (Tild]l 2010) was Othe ant |
businesso (Tildl 2 0 1 0 The eatlyrfreeddstivalstweeekey ¢ o0 o | |
turning point for Britishcu t ur e, paving the way for todze
Glastonbury or Reading. From 1975, the festival was established and attracted larger
crowds, which contributed to Stonehengeod:
2018).

Over the years, thBtonehenge free festival became a destination for those interested in
pop and rock, with bands like Hawkwind, Selecter and The Enid on the set list (Der
Festival Zone 2021bgven thougthe festival wagnot a pop fest but legitimate ritual
gatheringwi h a r e | (Chippirdales1985:al6Aethe 1984, the Stonehenge

circle was given over after the ceremonies to the free festivalgoers by the Druids, so that
t hey feebtheladcierd vibrations, name its children and dedicatih@riage®
(Chippindale 1985: 45).
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A reoccurring theme of the academic discussions of the StonehendeeBtieals and
alternative scene is that the festival presented a utopia or herotopia. The Stonehenge

Free Festivals, inspired by alternative spirituality (Partridge 2006: 56) were a

Omi crocosm of a new utopian communityoé (|
represented as anarchic and-@afpitalist. The free festivals could be presented as a
temporary autonomous zone, rejecting capitalism, where members contributed to an
economy based on mutual aid rather than money (Partridge, 2006: 42). This theory is
expanded upon by Cusack, who acknowledges the role that the Stonehenge Free

Festivals had for the festivalgoers: Ot h
i mi nal 6ot her placed in which the 6fl owi
ofthemedieve f air or carnival <could be experi

Worthington describes the festival as 06n
frequently Opunctuated by violent cl ashe:
(Worthington 20@: 44).

Although it is tempting to regard the Stonehenge Free Festivals as a perfect society, like
the mainstream, the alternative scene was not without its issues, and the scene had an
undercurrent of violence. Wpathdngetebdnadd,:
celebrations were frequently épunctuated
the Hells Angel sdé (Worthington 2R®ORina&@g)
Greenwood Gang Yearboobtes that Greenwood Common was an&a only peace

camp, due to sexual violence and abuse in other alternative communities and camps at
the time (Firsoff 1985). Sid Rawles, known for being a key figure in the free festivals,

has also been descri bed as Oaverumcerthieait i ngl
how many children he had (Dearling et al., 2012: 106). An essential component of the
alternative scene was to rile against the mainstream and reject societal norms but being
6out of the | oopb6 of s ocinerabje peopleawithinghes o ¢
sub-cultural group.

During the research for this project, it was noticeable that the metanarrative for the
Stonehenge Free Festivals and the BOB wa:
from an article with Rose Brash (Hodkams2016) it was difficult to find accounts of

the festival scene written by women. Most accounts of the free festivals and BOB, such
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asTravelling Dazeare written by men, with little to none input from women. As well

as this, Worthington is needlesslhyatung about the role of women in the alternative

and protest scene: Ol have always maint ai
not truncheon the Greenham protestors into submissasrthey did with the Travellers

at the Battle of the Beanfltlwa s because they were womenbo
Worthington seems to forget, despite photographic evidence to the contrary, that there
were women (and children) at the BOB as well as men; and the police went after them

too.

Lord Cardigan, who vihessed the BOB was shocked to see the police hit a woman over
the head with a truncheon, real i zoMy wit |
God, I 6m watching pol i ce wh/Additomaky, unliken ni ng
the BOB, a young wonmedied at Greenham Common. Helen Thomas was 22 when she
was hit by a police van and was killed (WalesOnline 2013). Although both the BOB and
Greenham Common are iconic historical ev
peace camp protest (held for 19 yeaginst nuclear weapons in a highly militarised

zone. The BOB, although a horrific and brutal event, was the culmination of free

festivals.

To disregard the role of women in the Battle of the Beanfield is disrespectful and
disappointing, from someone whas written extensively about the free festival

movement. This links to the afereentioned metanarrative for the Stonehenge Free
Festivals and the BOB. These were not raadly spaces, the festivals had a variety of

ages and genders present. Although @asy to think of the Stonehenge Free Festivals

as a utopia, it was still a patriarchal society, anarchic and alternative, but holding on to
elements of the mainstream at the time. The Stonehenge free festivals had become a
popul ar and BiedéreBarwglly 20686: 273) sol :
monument, with the last festival, 1984, having an estimated 65,000 people in attendance
(Darvi || 2014: 466). The Stonehenge fest|
(Darvill 2014: 466), with thiglevated visibility and large crowds proving to be the

downfall of the free festivals at Stonehenge, having a kiaffelct in British society.

Battle of the Beanfield

By 1984, the party was odaeminaheadd h@barsui
274) free festival at St onebstebhsgneent had be
feelings could be venteddé (Darvil|l 2006 :
Tory government of the time. There were also shifts in management of Stonehenge,

which contributed to the problem (discussed in Stonehenge and politics). Stonehenge

was now managed by EH and in 1984, alongside the NT, they announced that there was
to be no fre festival held at the monument the following year, with the support of a

court injunction (Worthington 2002: 43).
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STONEAENGE

THE NATIONAL TRUST AND ENGLISH HERITAGE
REGRET TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE FREE FESTIVAL
WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ON THE LAND AT
STONEHENGE CARED FOR BY THEM THIS YEAR
OR IN FUTURE

.

The monurment and the area around it form one of the most important
archaeological sites in Europe, and fer this reason must be piven careful
protection. The festival which has taken place in June in recent years has
caused serious damage. particularly in 1984, to the Mational Trust land near
the monument which contains many achaecloglcal features associated with
the stone cirche itself, The Trust has consequently decided, that it should neo
longer make its land available for the festival. This decision is Fully
supported by English Heritage. Please do not make plans for a festival at
Stonehenge in 1985 and help safeguard our heritage by supporting our
efforts to protect Stonehenge and its setting.

Warren Davis Gillian Raikes, Information Office
Information Office Information Office. n English Heritage,
National Trust. Matlonal Trust, Tel. (D1} 734 6010
34, Queen Anne’s Gate  Wiessex.

London SWiH 9AS Tel. {0747)-840560

Tel. i01} 212 9251

Help us to preserve the past for the future

3.8: English Heritage and National Trust Press Adver
1980s
(Worthington 2002: 43)

This court injunction was from the NT, E
named persons were ordered not to trespa:
stage was set for conflict, hel pede by Th;
i festyl e: ol  wi || do anything | can to |
convoys6 (Bender 1998: 115) As Bender wi
anarchic minority, enrage the Establishm

of free festivals and convoys enraged the Establishment because they were seen as
uncontrollable and exhibiting deviant behaviour, a threat to the social structure and
hierarchy in a time that Thatcher was ruling with an iron fist. The Stonehenge free

fed i val had become a o6target for violent
(Worthington 2020) to show her power over the common people.
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39 Robinbés Greenwood Gal®8 1985 Yearbook
(A. Underwood)

TheRobi ndés Gr eenwood (skkawmatpovd)i§e8 & detsiledsaccbuato k

of the BOB. Although this is not an academic source, it is useful as it gives unfiltered
information about the BOB, albeit from the view of free festivalgoers. On°tbéJune

1985, the Peace Convoy of around 150 vehicles (Worthington 2002: 43) made their way
to Stonehenge but were stopped by a police blockade on the A303, at which officers
degan to move down the convoy breakingwindows( Fi r sof f 1985) . D
negotidgions, it was evident the police were determined to escalate their aggression, and
they were acting adalrielaerhatod!| y,e atce erys war @
(Firsoff 1985).The convoy of 150 vehicles quickly became trapped in a beanfield near
Stonehenge angere set upon by the police (Worthington 2002: 43). After a standoff,

at 7 t h ald00 mendrom Wiltghire, dampshire, Thames Valley, Avon &

Somerset and Gloucestershire are massing for the@ttack Fi r sof f 1985) ,
on destroying the convoy and their homes, whilst preserving their anonyinityo s t

officers have their identification numbers concealed under flammef jackets, contrary
toregulatond ( Fi rsoff 1985).

No one was exempt from the battering by the policd) atith men and women

aragged off by their hair and beaten indiscriminaiely( Fi r sof f 1985) . I
the attack and were sickened by it, with
most brut al police treatmgntendfi rpe cpmlre etrl
(Worthington 2004: 130). Some of the ITN footage was later used by the 1991 Channel

4 documentarpperation Solsticewhich focuses on the BOB and makes for grim
viewinggTher ebés some savage irony im t@opdd¢ome
out sondé while he violently smashes the
minutes 5 seconds)he police were intent on destroying the homes of the convoy,

ramming coaches (Firsoff 1985) although a photo below, taken by S. Johnson, shows
hippies retaliating, tying a railway sleeper onto a van as a makeshift battering ram.
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Al an L od g eTashkimtle wWravelling comdmunitywaspart of the convoy
heading to Stonehengad reflected on his experiences of the BOB, describing the

brutalt y of the police who descended tivo ke a
pregnant | adies were dragged o({dampletdn t he |
2004) and who caused horrific injuries. Lodge, an ambulance dowersawhelping

thewownded:6 1 6 m bandaging bl eeding heads, but

you can see the skull s and(Tdmpletongo®4).t i ng n

3.10: Two hippies tying an old railway sleeper to the front of their vanlzettering ram,
1985 (S. Johnson)

G 2 U > 4 .f-
3.11: One of the hippies being dragged away from the pitch battle between hippies and polic
Stonehenge today985 (S. Harrison)
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3.13: One hippy covered in blood is led away from the battle ground by police,
1985 (WSHC)
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3.14: Police in riot gearstand guard over the 300 hippies arrested at the Battle of Stoneli&8Fe,
(R. Wintle)

TheBOB was the opportunity the governmerededo make an example of the free
festivalgoers, using police dressed in full riot gear (Worthington 2002N4®)bes

vary over how many were arrested on t®flJune, with Firsoff reporting 650 (Firsoff
1985), the free festivalgoers were split
Engl andd (Firsoff 19 &8X&aycaretofders (Fsoffdd8s).l dr en
Those who had managed to escape arrest fled to Savernake Forest, near Marlborough,
owned by the Ear/l of Cardigandés family (°
festivalgoers, sheltered by the Earl of Cardigan, were also supported by the mioers, wh
6sent food and A100 in cashd (Firsoff 19

The police were quick to follow those who had escaped, asking the Earl for permission
to O0evictd t hdheysaiethey Wwantedta go imtb theocampsite 'suidably
equipped' and 'finish unfimied businesgWorthinton 2004: 137). Buhe Earl, who

was shocked at what he had witnessed at the BOB, adamantly refused to let the police
onto his land and later testified in court about the brutality the police inflicted,

supporting the free festivalges (Worthington 2004: 131). How the police handled the

BOB was o6hardly civilized or tactfulé (CI
Labour Parliamentary backbencher, argued that because the police had not tried to
prevent a breach of the peacejthe acti ons were 6ill egal, n

i nceptiond (Firsoff 1-dp&dign.of 6pdlice foreds vithdull at e
riot gear and armed police in reserve also indicate that a battle was intended and had

been plannedfa@ | ong ti med6 (Firsoff 1985). 11t w;
Strike, the free festivalgoers were seen as a legitimate threat to Tory government at the
time.

Aftermath

The Battle of thd8eanfield was shocking and violent, taking place in a turbulent time

for soci al politics. It has been | i kened
148) or a oO0confrontati on -mbdarhistviewdobthec he d 1
wor | dégpiolvleir i nto archaeol ogy to further

(Darvill 2006: 274). The Battle had wideaching implications and it could be argued
that several pieces of legislation were put into force because of it, such as the Public
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Order Act 186, Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and Stonehenge
Regulations 1997. One of the most shocking things about the BOB was the use of
police brutality against citizens and this has been compared to the police handling of the

Mi ner 6s

S t1885.Kt es evidént tHadtiBe police force used the same tactics as

they were using with the miners,
involving the deployment of nelocal unidentifiable police, were used in each
encounter 6
brute force and intimidation, similar to the strikes, along with a cruel addition,

whi ch

( Bk coudealso b&é &d@e8 that thelpdlice. also used violence,

destruction of personal proper#y free festivalgoer, Phil Shakesby, was interviewed
for Operation Solsticeanddescribed being held by police and forced to watch as his
home burned down (Channel 4 1991: 14 minutes 53 seconds).

In his papeStoned HengeChippendale wrote about the aftermath of the BOB and the
impact that the free festivals were having on the archaeology of the Stonehenge
landscape. Both the NT and EH were concerned about the damage the free festivals
were doing to the area surroundingr&henge, hence their backing of a court

i njunction.

For

EH,

Stonehenge

shoul d

h a:

(Chippindale 1985: 42), instead it was being invaded by free festivalgoers each year, for
indeterminable amounts of time and causing aflatamage. It was embarrassing for
the Establishment that they could not control the free festivals, which in their view were

6filth, vandalism, (Ghppindaecld8s:H@.l obnoxi ous:
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3.15: Map showing the Stonehenge Free Festival site atioelto Stonehenge, 188

(Chippendale 1986: 41)

The festivals were leaving an obvious footprint on the land, not leastdnithe t ol er ab

archaeol

0 g i ¢Chippindble $985: 46 they leftnndheir wake. The free

festivalgoers were using BromAge Barrows, digging holes fdatrines and bread

ovensmot orcycl es
the thought of

had
t he

(@ ppindaleil9BBAB).NVe shudeler att h e mi
antiquarianso ruthl es:

deliberate destruction of archdegically sensitive ancient monuments for a few

joyrides.

Al

ong

wi t h

this,

fences

and

611

firewood (Chippindale 1985: 45) no doubt infuriating the NT tenant farmers, whose
land the free festivals were on. Chipgétle writes that the clear up after the Stonehenge

Free

Festpwaaldsc ofGhigpthdale 098535 which is around
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£61,000 (Bank of Englan@®020 today, not sustainable for the NT and EH. Although

the end of the Stonehenge free festivals must have come as a relief to the NT and EH, as
Chippindale writes wi nni ng pitched battles against
either of themwantstorkae a p u b (Chigpindal;m}©85cH. 6

After the BOB, there were negotiations to move the Stonehenge Free Festival to a new
site, with Michael Eavis, cbounder of Glastonbury Festival, willing to buy farmland in

the Stonehenge landscape to givéesival for two weeks yearly (Bish 1988). These

were unfruitful however noticonversations between people of the same wieldl or

even speaking (Chimindala 1985: 45adimlads theredwas

another claslat Stonehengdetween 4000 ppies and riot gear police (Bish 1988a).

The fight was violent, witmi ssi | es such as o6ébottles, fe
werethrowm® ( Bi sh 1988a) and 8 policemen put
Traveller, Duncan, was quoted in tBalisburyJournalas sayingfii t 6 s j ust anoa
and themé conflic{Biskel®B8ami nBubdbst ber M
against mine closures and a loss of industry, causing mass unemployment, whereas this
clash was due to lack of access to Stongbdar a free party.

It could be argued that the BOB caused more problems than it solved. The police had
beaten the free festival goers, both phy:
Thatcher and the Establishment; but the alternative scenetodved around the

Stonehenge Free Festival was now rudderless. As well as the clashes at Stonehenge

with police during the 1980s, there were also clashes with local landowners, who

struggled with the impact the New Age Travellers were having on thelihbods,

lands and families. For example, in 1987 farmers were warned by the National Farmers
Uni on to not assaul t dNagwunsAmgeash uard dogslot er s |
spray themwithslur@ ( Cohen 1987) as t heyidcespited f a.
evidence that the New Agers were harming
a | ocal f ar mer subjededtoa\wedohgaampdign of imtenidationd
whichcul mi nated with his Land RdWesternDaigyi ng s
Press 1990) which almost caused him to lose his dogs, an essential component of

running a sheep farm. This was on top of threats to burn his barn to the ground and the

death of 6 ewes due to New Age Travell er.
There was also anger from the publ iY%, as
Stone magazine regarding West Kennet and Silbury shkibws: am not i n f av.
becomingan ew a g e pStorehepnge ha® beaodné certainly should haviéee

access to ALL whowishtovisitit ( Ai rey 1996: 18). 1t seen

becoming frustrated of the actions of New Age Travellers, despite sympathy about the
Battle of the Beanfield.

End of the Road

Although the Stonehenge Free Festivals veeseortl i ved moment i n Sto
history, they had an undeniable impact on society and cultural heritage. The festivals
and BOB have o6irrevocably changed the | i
(Worthington 2020), though were not the end of tlee fparty scene. The mix of punk

and hippie at the free festivals transitioned in the rave scene of the late 80s and 90s, of
which o6warehouse parties and outdoor rav
vengeanceod (Worthington 2002: 44).
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Whatwascosi dered a 6utopian model of an al't
had farreaching implicationsAlthough there wereestrictions and lack of access to
Stonehenge at the solstices, the violence did not end with the Battle of the Beanfield.
Clashedbetweenwoulb e free festival goers and the
and 1999 (Worthington, 2002: 49)he Stonehenge Regulations 1997 were the final

nail in the coffin for the Stonehenge Free Festivals and solstice celebrations. They
effectivelybanned any festivals events from taking place in the Stonehenge

|l andscape, using phrases wvbhngicglontg padkihgi bi t e
or leaving any vehicle on the site of the monument otherwise than in accordance with
parkingaut hor i sed by (TReStphehesge Reddatiang 189y )e av

@hrowing a stone or discharging a weapon or missile of any kind from, over or onto the
site of t [Tke Stooehenge &eygulaiions 1997), which specifically targeted

the free fesvalgoers.

An unseen consequence of the free festivals at Stonehenge was that the influx of New
Age Travellers that congregated within the Stonehenge landscape and surrounding
counties made it more difficult for other existing Traveller communitieshawn by

the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act of 1994. Part V Public Order: Collective
Trespass or Nuisance on Land is clearly designed to suppress the rave and free festival
culture, with sections addressemovg O6power
unaut hori sed campersd and dépowers to r emi
and Public Order Act of 1994, c.33).

WCC wasclearly having issues with verifying Travellers as early as 1986, as shown by
council documentd | n P ar a gtheanptter sho8ld be widh the individual
Authorities to decide whether or not a person is a gypsy for the purposes ofah@Car
Si t e s(Wikshire Gaunty Council 1986). Although there are various types of
itinerant communities, those who are of GydRpma and Traveller status are protected
as a minority ethnic group and have access to caravan sites as is their right. The influx
of New Age Travellers into the county made it difficult for the WCC to assess who was
entitled to caravan sites at the time.

New Age Travellers causddrtherdifficulties as their actions and unpopularity méde

hardto have a transient lifestyle, and aid for site provision was withdrawn. In 2009,
Worthington stated that the 199ewagafi mi na
|l ife of gypsies and travellersd as it Or
provide sites for gypsiesdéd (Worthington,
to curb the gatherings at the Stonehenge for the free festivals hadsgamifications

for otherTraveller communities, thugh it would be unsurprising if this wagdeliberate

move to prevent public use of land, a hinderance to thosseakibole identity and

history is based ofteedom to roam\What had begun as a hippred festival changed

the course of Stonehengebd6s history and i
After the BOB, St odeveithd lifegaed defended iy paraenditaryw e r e
forti f(Cluppihdale®l®85052).t woul dn 6 tthatla &argeugathering 2 0 0 0
would be at Stonehenge to celebrate the solstice once again (Worthington 2002: 46).

Summary
From the discussion above, it is evident that the Stonehenge Free Festivals had a

substantial impact on Stonehenge, despite the fact they werdigbariThe free
festivals are an important piece of cultural heritage linked to Stonehenge and are a key
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turning point in its history, due to the free festivals and the impact they were having on
the Stonehenge landscape, the government decided it was necessary to act. It could be
argued that the free festivals were one of the main reasons for Stonehendikdéing

is today. They were an incentive for English Heritage to improve Stonehenge as a
tourist destination and for English Heritage and the National Trust to work together to
ensure the preservation of the Stonehenge landscape for future generations.

Admission and Accessibility

Since 1900, admission and accessibility at Stonehenge has been an ongoigissue.
early as 1905, Stonehenge and public access to the monument was being discussed,
with a court case lasting eight days (The Times, 1905: 93.CEm be traced back to the
events of 1894, when Sir Edmund Antrobus (then owner of Stonehenge) refused to
allow the Ancient Monuments Commissions to fence the henge, as he thought it was a
place of importance for the public (Bender, 1998: 113). Howéngson erected a

barbed wire fence around the site (with the approval of the Society of Antiquaries)
(Bender, 1998: 114) although was taken to court in 1905. An injunction was passed to
prevent the fencing of Stonehenge, with the AttorGeyeral statingwo reasons:

60St onehenge is a national monument of gr
user by the publicé and O6there are publln
(The Ti mes, 1905 adding thadgreatonsi dering
archaeol ogi cal i nt er inprobabtethat Pdrnuissientoevisitgre € i t
to inspect woul d haves ¥059.Thibeetrtase mafkeds e d 6

the beginning of Stonehengeds em&dyosure
element of how people interact with the site ever since.

P

4
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3.16: lllustration for theAttorneyGeneral V. Antrobus Court Case on access to Stoneh&9gg,
(The Times)
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NOTICE.

WE, THE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF AMESBURY
in the County of Wilts (being the Surveyor of Highways
for the Parish and District of Amesbury in the said
County) HEREBY GIVE PUBLIC NOTICE that on the
3rd day of April 1923 APPLICATION will be made to
His Majesty's Justices of the Peace assembled in Quarter Ses.sions in aqd for
the said County of Wilts at Salisbury for an Qrder for stopping up turning or
diverting between the two points hereinafter mentioned a certain public highway
in the Parish of Amesbury aforesaid leading from the Amesbury-Warminster Road
at a point 540 yards or thereabouts west from the junction of this road with
the Amesbury-Winterbourne Stoke Road to the road called the Amesbury-
Winterbourne Stoke Road in the said Parish by stopping up entirely that portion of
the said highway lying between the Amesbury-Warminster Road aforesaid and
a certain point in the course of the said public highway 1065 feet or thereabouts
from the Amesbury-Warminster Road aforesaid being its point of juncture with
the Amesbury-Winterbourne Stoke Road and by substituting for and making in
lieu of the said portion of the public highway so proposed to be stopped up a
good and sufficient public highway leading from the Amesbury-Warminster Road
aforesaid commencing at a point of juncture with the Amesbury-Warminster
Road aforesaid 140 feet or thereabouts west of the said public highway proposed
to be stopped up and proceeding thence in a south westerly direction for 1325
feet or thereabouts and there uniting with the Amesbury-Winterbourne Stoke
Road aforesaid at a point 490 feet or thereabouts west of the said public
highway proposed to be stopped up AND WE HEREBY GIVE FURTHER NOTICE
that the Certificate of two Justices of the Peace having viewed the said public
highway so proposed to be stopped up diverted or turned and the line of the
said public highway so proposed to be made as aforesaid and that such proposed
new highway will be more commodious to the public than the said public
highway so proposed to be diverted or turned together with the proof of due
publication of the several notices required by the statute in that case made and
pl:ovided and that the plan of the old an.d proposed new highway will be lodged
with the Clerk of the Peace for the said County on or before the 6th day of

March 1923. . Flbios, o
Dated this 7th day of December 1922,

A. M. WILSON

Clerk to the said Rura] District Council of Amesbury.

Bennett Bros,, Printers, Salisbury.

3.17: Changes to Public Right of Way PostE923 (WSHC)

It could be said that the roots of The Attorr@gneral versus Antrobus court case can
be linked to a much wider political debate. Stonehenge becomes the focal point of the
dispute between landownensdaeveryone else. In the aftermath of Industrialisation,

people were becoming aware of the limited access they had to green spaces, commons,

and landscapes, (Bender 1998: 112) something that the Open Spaces Society
campaigned for (Open Spaces, 2021). Arsd fen years prior to court case concerning
Stonehenge, in 1895, the National Trust was created to hold land in public interest,

albeit privately (Bender 1998: 113). Of course, as the story goes, Stonehenge became

property of Cecil Chubb, who gave it teetnation. Despite his wish that Stonehenge

should be free to access for all it was decreed otherwise due to a proviso (Bender 1998:

114) though conditional free access in the form of resident passes could be argued to be
partial fulfilment of this (Englie Heritage, 2021j).

When discussing accessibility at Stonehenge, is worth mentioning that England does not

have

t he

everymands righto or

freedom

introduced limited right to roarfCountryside and Rights of Way Acd@0), which

gave the general public conditional permission to access certain lands, provided they
use the public footpaths and bridlewd&g®untryside and Rights of Way Act 2000).
Regarding access via public footpaths, Stonehenge is an interesting @ase. Th
Stonehenge Triangle is owned Bif but the massive surrounding landscape is of
course, owned by tHdT. TheNT haveseverawalks that people can take throughout
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the Stonehenge landscape, although the Bridleway that crosses near Stonehenge is in
danger of being moved in the ongoing A303 Tunnel Plans, having been moved once
before in the 1920s. Stonehengeds | andsc:
cursus and other monuments in the landscape, but accessrtortbment itself is only

via theEH and the now defunct A344.

Affordability and Accessibility

In their 2019/2020 Annual ReportHE r eel y st at e that Stonehe
financially imporant si ted6 (English Heritage, 2021
one of the key properties within the Engl
6considerable international touriCevithd wi t |
times (Emlish Heritage, 2021c). At the time of writing, the Stonehenge Guidebook is
available in eight different languages from Hi¢ online shop (English Heritage,

2021d). Tourism, particularly international tourism, is a key part of Stonehenge and

English Heriage staff wear flags on their name badges to denote whether they are fluent

in that language.

Today, general admission to Stonehenge currently stands at £21.10 per adult, £19 for
concessions and £12.70 per child (English Heritage, 2021e), althoughribeseyere

accessed in the summer season, prices can vary fpeakfor peak and family tickets.

I nternational tourists can save with an
unlimited, and between £345 per adult (English Heritage, 2021e).sTbifers

admission to over 10BH sites, including Stonehenge, Tintagel Castle and Charles
Darwinds Home (English Heritage, 2021e) ,
for overseas tourists. Although &tonehen

attractions, affordability is different for everyone, so for many it is a special day out.

It will be interesting to see whether the visitor experience at Stonehenge diversifies over
the coming years because of the unprecedented effects dDWOEL9 pandemic. In

their 2019/2020 annual repoEHs t at es t hat i nternational
to reach the same levels until 2022/2023 (English Heritage, 2021c). Given that only

25% of visitors are Ukbased, Stonehenge will have to change toerage more

Ohomedé visitors. In terms of diversifica
visitor experiences offered at Stonehenge. Currently, other than general admission, the
only different visitor expeTperadult@nglise 06be:
Heritage, 2021e). It might benekH if they were to offer other experiences at

Stonehenge, for example, after hours candlelit access or guided landscape walks. The
Roman Baths, in Bath offers a variety of visitor experiences, ingjuoiehind the

scenes Otaunndn eTld atiouGhsi6 on the terrace abov
2021).Theseeventsare popular and provide special experiences for visitors that are
different from the norm. If Stonehenge is to thrive in coming yeanggitls to be

continually creative with the way it attracts visitors, ensuring its future by encouraging a
returning visitor set.
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3.18: Turnstile and Hut, Stonehenge (Open Spaces Society)

Solstice Access at Stonehenge

As discussed in thgaragraph above, the lack of diversification in visitor experiences at
Stonehenge may explain why the solstices draw such large crowds, the two brief days of
the year when Stonehenge is completely accessible foftieeSummer and Winter

Solstices at Steehenge are the only times when Stonehenge is completely accessible,

and the inner circle can be accessed by the public. This has not always been the case. It
iI's only in the |l ast 20 or so years of St
monument has lesm under managed access.

Following on from the brutal violence of the Battle of the Beanfield, there were several
pieces of Government legislation that made solstice access to Stonehenge impossible,
such as the Public Order Act of 1986, the Criminal dastict 1994 and the Stonehenge
Regulations 1997. Though these are discussed in more detail in the political theme, they
are worth mentioning here as they had a big impact on Stonehenge acceg3ibitity.

1985 to 2000, there was little or no accessto&Store nge, t he site part
zoned. After the House of Lords deemed t|
the first managed access summer solstice

(Worthington 2004: 226), a solstice celebrationinder careful management.
Worthington describes the 2Q0M@hinggomPR094: i ce
227) for all those who had campaigned for years to gain solstice access to Stonehenge
(Worthington 2004: 228). The managed access of Stoneladinged societal sub

cultures to celebrate at the stones once adarfjrial issue of '8 Stone confirms that
Stonehenge o6will almost certainl,gftebe ope
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years of writing about the exclusion{Stone 2003)lt is a system that seems to have
worked,as in2021, we have more years of managed access, than we do of exclusion.

On episode 12 of The English Heritage Podcase(English Heritage Podcast, 20),9a

Heather Sebire discusses the way Efighieritage manages the Summer Solstice

gat herings. From 7 o6clock till 8.30am Si
for parking. The attendee numbers depend on when Glastonbury Festival is, with Sebire
noting o6when GI| as tadpetple comé ts theosolstice ghengge dntoa |
G| a st o(hhb BnglighoHeritage Podcast, 2019&) Glastonbury Festival too, the

solstice is recognized as a key part of the festival, it is a tradition to sit at the stone circle
on the last night of thiestival and watch the sunrise over the Pyramid Stage. The
researcher has fond memories of sitting with friends watching the sun hit the top of
Pyramid, illuminating the festival in the early hours.

Al t hough Sebire acknowl edgeesl dhradt it ordsa yar
day reflection of what must have happene
that Stonehenge is O0Omor e t(hthaBnglishdHergageh er e
Podcast, 2019 nd t hat it s i ropee. int2@20, duetothe r espect
unprecedented impact of the COVID pandemic, Stonehenge was closed to solstice

goers on the Summer solstice, with English Heritage livestreaming the event over social
media instead.

The British Archaeology magazine musedloret s ol sti ce cl osure in
column of their July/ August 2020 issue, |
the first time that people have been banned from Stonehenge on the solstice since it was
buil tdé (British 2820:50) aeernningly gossinylever the historec,

Battle of the Beanfield event and the following years of exclusion. Likewise, the

narroomi nded view that the Stonehenge cl osu
striking symbols of the strange oppressivetime whi ch we | i ved whi
and somewhat naive considering the backlash that the Black Lives Matter movement
faced over the summer of 2020. Although the solstice closure was undoubtedly difficult,

it pales in comparison to other events of 2028 wuthe COVIB19 Pandemic. The

2020 Solstice livestream was viewed by 3.6 million people, raising a large sum for EH
(Gibson 2020), so whilst people coul dnot
enjoy the solstice from home and support the managemh&ionehenge and other

places of cultural interest.

Disabled Access at Stonehenge

When discussing admission and accessibility to Stonehenge, it is imperative to consider
the accessibility for disabled wisitors.
accessible heritage site in the UK based
Mobility (English Heritage, 2021a). It has a regular shuttle bus service, 22 disabled
parking bays and the monument itself has a tarmac and grass path surrounding it
(EnglishHeritage, 2021b). It is also worth noting that the permanent internal exhibition
has several tactile Stonehenge models which visitors can touch, and the spoken audio
exhibits have subtitles and BSL for those who need it (English Heritage, 2021b).

Outsidethe visitor centre, there are Sarsen stones placed so that people can touch them

(English Heritage, 2021a) and prior t©¥ID-19 (at the time of writing) the Neolithic
Houses were open with volunteers who talked to visitors about Neolithic life and let
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them handle replica objects. This engagement with visitors allows them to experience
Stonehenge using different senses, i.e. touch to learn about the monument and its
history. There are also Easy Read guides available on requestions, induction loops and
trarscripts of audio tours (English Heritage, 2021b). Although all these additions make
the Stonehenge experience more accessible for visitors, it could always be improved.
For instance, there are no braille guides or signage at Stonehenge and BSL tours are no
available (English Heritage, 2021b). If these were incorporated into the Stonehenge
experience it might improve the accessibility of the site and create an inclusive
atmosphere. History is for everyone, regardless of your health.

Summary

To summarisei is evident from the discussion above admission and accessibility has
always been a point of contention for Stonehenge. Accessibility to the Monument is
closely Iinked to the political debate s
| a n d sandanpne hore so is this apparent when discussing solstice access to
Stonehenge. Access and accessibility also links to class and hierarchy in British society,
as throughout the time period it is evident that Stonehenge is continually debated over
who shold have access due to to their social background. It is evident that access to

much of our heritage in the UK is a privilege, not a given. Management of the

monument has changed since and today the Stonehenge is much more welcoming.

The A303 Tunnel

Ore of the key ongoing discussions in Sto
the A303 Tunnel Scheme. Since the 1970s, and the handover of management of
Stonehenge to English Heritage in 1983 (Bender 1998: 128), the concept of enclosing

the A303ina t unnel has been the source of man:
key objectives when they became custodians of Stonehenge was to work alongside the
Department of Transport, on 6éa sensitive

(Darvill 2020).Although this was over thirty yeaegjo,there has still been no
improvement to thé&303, andthe busy roatdhas a noticeable impact on the visitor
experience at Stonehenge. The Stonehenge Tunnel Project would enclose part of the
A303 near Stoneheng@,3km to improve the landscape, traffic problems and the
quality of visitor experience. However, it has bealivisive and polarising issue as

many different subgroups in society have opinions on the matter.

The subject of the A303 tunnel came up freglyentthe now defuncg Stone
magazineAlthough publications like '8 Stone are easy targets to dismiss as
pseudoscience or make believe, they can be useful as they provide views on Stonehenge

that arendét necessarily b in@amartialetitlealc a d e mi ¢
AutogeddonrRoad Rage Stonehentpe author despairs at the management of the
tunnel scheme by the Department of Trans,
be little hope for compromise between thpesagonist§(Anon. 1995) They go on to
decl are that o6this disgraceful display o
most I mportant archaeological sites fest:

1995).Although this acknowledges worries about the impact@®#803 road on
Stonehenge as it is, in terms of presentation and attractivéifeSgnealso comments

on the potential impact that the Tunnel could have on tourism at Stonehenge in relation
to the proposed (at the time) Visitor Centjmutting the A303n a tunnel may have a
knockon effect. 6 (Trubshaw 2003).
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In the final issue of the'8Stone magazine, readers are urged to rally against the

planned tunnel: OProbably the most sign
pressure can do is the mothbal |(Bunbampf t
2003) And withaknowingmod t o the future of the sch
from resolved of course, t Bwnhdt2008e henge |

i
h
e

One of the main reasons behind the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme is the positive impact it
could have on the visitor experice at Stonehenge. &poilheapa running column in
British Archaeol ogy Magazine (2@17), Pit
showcase for British heritage and antiqu
but acknowledges thatthe Monumé coul d be more spectacul
British archaeologyé if only, consider
acknowl edged that the A303 6divides the
sout hern half might :8&6&.Theenclbsingiobthe ABO8inte & 0
tunnel would open the Stonehenge landscape and make it more accessible. Visitors
could then choose to approach Stonehenge from several different routes, and it would
encourage visitors to the Monument to interactenwith the surrounding landscape.
However, there is a worry that the A303 tunnel could cause further commercialisation
of an already touristic archaeol ogi cal S |
continue without an eerxicteasgse 6o f( Acnooomme r2cQ 1adl)i

|
(|

In recent months, the A303 tunnel was approved, much to the dismay of several
campaign groups, such as the Save Stonehenge Campaign and leading archaeologists.
Upon announcement of the decision for the tunnel to go ahead, Prd¥eksdrarker
Pearson and others wrote to the Times, stating that a large area of the WHS would be

destroyed O0the size of 20 football pitch
tunnel i's too short. I n addinartefantsareo t hi s .
destined for obliviond and they wurge the

scheme so it can be extended to the full extent of the WHS (The Times 2020). This

letter caused an incendiary effect in the British media, doubtlessras meant to do,

with dramatic headlines | ike ORi val Fact |
2020).

Pitting of archaeologists against one another like this is hardly helpful in the face of
recent proposed cuts in funding and planning lawtheyurrent Conservative

government. It could also be suggested that the debate surrounding the A303 Tunnel is
largely binary, you areitherfor or against the tunnel scheme, with ndetweenlt is

also worth stating that trerchaeologists who areesgking out publicly against about

the A303 Tunnel Scheme are in a privileged position. They are notable enough that they
do not have to considerghmpact of their comments on themployability as those

further down the career laddgo. Many ofthose in favour of the scheme may be
concerned about their future employment or are part of the process of the A303 Tunnel
Scheme, so cannot speak out aboat dre contractually obliged not to.

In response to the letter to the Times from Profess&e Marker Pearson et al. (The

Times 2020), Professor Tim Darvill (2020) wrote an article forApello magazine in

defence of the Stonehenge Tunnel. Darvill is a member of the A303 Scientific

Committee for the Tunnel Scheme (A303 Scientific Committee 0dBwrites in a

personal capacity. Darvill begins with stating the impact the media has had on the A303
Tunnel debate, which has been 6fuell ed b
about the processes by which archaeological concerns feed iminglamd delivering

10z



devel opment 8. Al though he does acknowl ed:
undertaking to protect and improve the archaeological heritage of Britain, he states that
the O0i mproved ambienced of Slistoudeniore thane f r
enough to prove that the A303 Tunnel Scheme is necessary.

The main points Darvill puts forward about the benefits of the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel
are to do with improvement of the Stonehenge landscape and visitor experience. He
reassures he reader by acknowledging that o6t hi
road as taking one awaydé (Darvill 2020) .
will benefit visitors but also bring the landscape back to an older version, closer to what
those who built Stonehenge may have seen
bridgesdé would allow further access to mi
facilitating movement across the | andsca
Visitors would be able to explore more of the landscape around Stonehenge and this

could allow for new walking routes in the WHS.

Overall, Darvill is of the judgemetihat the impacts of the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel are
overwhelmingly positive. The Stonehenge Tunnewoul d O6r emove an e x
the |l andscaped (Darvil/ 2020) , reducing
pollutiond and would allow for a better
landscape (Darvill 2020). If external factorsdikoise and pollution from the road were
removed it would improve our experiences of Stonehenge and at solstices, the

gatherings would get a better view of the rising sun, undiluted by lorry headlights.

It is evident that the public debate surroundingh8h@nge and the A303 Tunnel
Scheme has been impacted by media coverage, such as the headline noted above. In

2019, the tunnel scheme was described as
2019), which will cause St omfoiyhaedsigpopg, t o O |
sightednessdé6 (Holl and 2019) . Hol |l and goe:
Engl anddés own figure, i1t will samle just .
journey. 6 (Holland 2019) . Howeveisnot t hi s
considering the positive impact that the A303 tunnel could potentially have on local

residents. The A303 has often been used as the main route between London and

Devon/Cornwall, forcityd we | | er s6 hol i days. 't is 174
the A303 (Google Maps 2021), in which ca:

(Holland 2019) makes sense, but regarding local journeys, the A303 tunnel could vastly
improve traffic for residents in the area.

On Highways England website, alocalregide st at es t hat o06the tr
now, people have been waiting for this for thirty years, for us to be getting something
doneatlasti t 6s just brilliant rMilgtastenigtdhiyghway s
shave 64.8 secondsbofdioh| holdi @8y 9makbérf bs
that the A303 tunnel would be of great value to local residents as it will improve traffic
around Stonehenge and reduce their journey times. In terms of the A303 Tunnel

Scheme it is important to consider @fect on local people as they will be the ones

affected most by the changes. The A303 has never been adequate for the volume of
traffic, particularly in the latter half of the 2@entury and into the 2L with

bottlenecks causing delays on a frequily basis (Darvill 2020). From evidence

shown in this section, it clear that the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme is being appropriated
by various groups to push their own agenda. This is succinctly put by Higgins (2019),
who writes that G&Séonhebeaffjeai pedubiatl!l y hm
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(Higgins 2019) regarding the O6absurdi st
Tunnel Scheme.

Over the course of writing this thesis, despite the approval of the A303 Tunnel Scheme

at the end of 202@; is now in the balance once again, as UNESCO has warned that
Stonehenge could lose its status as a world heritage site, like Liverpool waterfront has,

if the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme goes ahead (Bennett, 2021). The approval of the

tunnel schemewasumd ul as it 6did not properly co
to a string of prehistoric sites and man:
Planning inspectors have thus concluded that the scheme lthé sole cause of

Oper manernmtr sarbd ei rhraevm t o St onehenged ( Mor
the Save Stonehenge Campaign, one of the leading opposing groups to the A303 Tunnel
Scheme are raising funds to oppose it at the High Court (Save Stonehenge 2021). This
currently stand (Jyl2021) at just over £80,000 (Save Stonehenge 2021). It is evident

that the discourse surrounding the A303 Tunnel Scheme is varied and numerous and it
will be interesting to see in later years if the tunnel ever comes to fruition.

Summary

To summarisethe A303 Tunnel Scheme has been a major source of debate and

contested views about Stonehenge. Although it could have an immeasurable positive
impact on the site for generations to come, many still oppose the idea. The A303 Tunnel
Schemeisonly partof¢h | atter half of Stonehengeds |
to 2020, spanning around 40 years. Despite this, the A303 Tunnel is a key part of the
Monument s history as it is highly cont e
thesis, including aatested landscape, politics, and accessibility. This is largely due to

the inflammation of the tunnel debate by the media which has had a negative impact on
the public image of the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme and on archaeology itself. The

A303 andthetunn@dc heme wi l |l continue to be a poi
social history, and it is hoped that it will be resolved.

Stonehenge and Pop Culture

On the Stonehenge episode of the BBC Radi
Greg Jenner stattsh at o6in pop cul tur e, Stonehenge
Monument in Britain, one/(BBGRatid4e20@p Bhis f a m
is arguably the case, as Stonehenge appears frequently in all types of media, including
music, television, andafs hi on. St onehengeds presentati
described as meaning Omany things to man
presentation of Stonehenge being very different to what tourists actually experience

when they visit the Monument (Weall2013: 321). There is a rich British popular

culture that surrounds Stonehenge, which will be discussing in this section of Chapter
Three, citing examples to indicate Stonel

Tourism and souvenirs

Perhaps thenost obvious example of Stonehenge presented in popular culture is

through tourism and souvenirs. A visit t
through the gift shopdé (Exit Through the
heritage sitewlti h o smmoéadi fi ed within an inch of it
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undeniable that Stonehenge has been commercialised, but tourism and souvenirs are an
important part of the heritage economy and the national economy. Since the 1970s and
the plans to immve tourism at Stonehenge (Wiltshire County Council 1984), it has
become the perfect tourist trap (Bender 1998: 118). There is a distinct rise in
Stonehenge souvenirs from the 1960s, which is understandable given that the first
visitor centre was erected 1968 (Bender 1998: 118). Further examples of Stonehenge
souvenirs are documented in Chapter Eight, the Stonehenge Paraphernalia Archive.

Today,Engl i sh Heritage capitalises on the a
English Heritage online spowhich at the time of writing had 372 products, from
keyrings to speci al edition Barbour | ack:

word. Prices range from £1.50 for a pencil to £1,250 for acat8t gold, bluestone,

and di amond hreed from ayheniobrestone, odlycfaind in the Presel
Hills in Pembrokeshired (English Heritag
price range indicates the popularity of Stonehenge and the continuing appeal of

souvenirs. While some may wishatiStonehenge was not as commercialised as it is

today, the reality is that the ongoing management and preservation of the Monument
partly depends on souvenirs and tourist culture, and the income it brings.

Advertising

Stonehenge is often used as a teemadvertising. From 1900 to 2020, Stonehenge has
been frequently used as a backdrop on several advertising campaigns. Part of the appeal
of Stonehenge is that it is a highly reproducible symbol that can be easily applied in
advertising, as the shapeaasily recognisable for the audience. It could be argued that

the trilithon, a common motif used in advertising, is as ubiquitous as the peace symbol,

in that Stonehenge is an easily recognisable icon that can be applied adverts to add
gravitas to a produclt is interesting to note that in the local area surrounding

Stonehenge, there are a number of businesses that use Stonehenge or other related
Obuzzwordsd6 to i mprove the perception of
Monument. Some examplexlude:Sarsen Stone Group (Sarsen Stone Group 2021),
Henge Honey (Henge Honey 2021) and Stonehenge Ales (Stonehenge Ales 2021).
Within archaeology, Wessex Archaeology use a trilithon in their logo (Wessex
Archaeology 2021) and one also appears in the for the Department of Archaeology

and Anthropology at Bournemouth University (BU Arch & Anth 2021).
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Depanment of Archaeology and Amhropology

3.19: Wessex Archaeology Logo, 3.20: BU Archaeology and Anthropology
2021 (Wessex Arch) Department Logo2021 (Twitter)

In addition, adverts often play on the importance of Stonehenge in British culture, using
this to engage the audience in their pro
adcampai gn of O(Ratioma lsoteN,c2015)which features a tondue
cheek Laurence LI ewelyn Bowen O0tweakingéb
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nationd (National Lottery, 2015) albeit
guards. This use of humour in conjunction with Stonehenge is meant to entice the

vi ewer to buy into the National Lottery
outrageous plans, using Stonehengeds per
their audience.

IN THE BEGINNING THERE WAS

e, e
Wil
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3.21: Stonehenge Lego Adve2f)05 (Pinterest) 3.22: Stonehenge British Railways posiea, 2¢
century (Pinterest)

Art and Social Engagement

Stonehenge is often a theme for art or social engagement. It could be argued that
Stonehenge is a good way to engage the public with archaeology as there are so many
examples of it being referenced in popular culture. For example, as part of the
Stonehenge 00 cel ebrati ons, Dar vi || gave a tal
Now! (Darvill 2018a) citing several examples of Stonehenge being presented in popular
culture.

I n 2012, Jé&iSamy toubed théeaduntdyss part of the London 2012
celebrations (Jeremy Deller 2016). The work, which was@oamission, was
6enormously popul ardé with the Bachlége c whe
has been described as a o6contemporary ar!
monument & pwehiircsh tda go against O6édsacredness

about his work, Deller replied that o6t he]
notbelighthear ted as wel | as inspiringd (Morri
it isokh osymbe nationd (Morris 2018), thi
with it and enjoy ité (Morris 2018). Wal |
Sacrileg¢ s about o6freedom and tactile engage:

Monument, sonthing that he does not associate with the touristic experience at
St onehenge, \dseesallydisehgaged spatitlly @sfined and physically
di stantdé (Wallis 2013: 325).
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3.23: Sacrilege 2012 (Jeremy Deller)

3.24: Sacrilege and Jeremy Delle2012 (Create)

Al t hough Wallisd reflections on the tour]
the English Heritage Visitor Centre, many of his statements in his 2013 paper can still

be applied to the visitor experience at Stonehenge, when compared to the egmdrienc
SacrilegeIn 2018, English Heritage celebrated Stonehenge 100, the centenary of
Stonehenge being given to the public by Cecil Chulbpart of the celebrations,

Sacrilegewas set up again, outside the visitor centre, with visitors being allowed to

bounce orBacrilege something that felt particularly ironic (the researcher was a visitor
themselves) given that we were on our way to view the Monur8antilegehas been
presented as a Ohyperr ealpérticipatignantimagand e o f
enjoymentdo (Wallis 2013: 325).



This was the case for the researcher, bouncir§agnilegewas fun, but also a way of
experience Stonehenge that brought the Monument closer. It was tactile, you could
touch the 6&6stonesd, theteighs af a talithgnoBounsng onftheu p
bouncy castle provided an experience that
(Wallis 2013: 320). It was a way of engaging with Stonehenge that was not possible

from behind the ropes that corral visitors arotimrelMonument.

3.25: Sacrilegeat Stonehenge, 2018 (T. Grist Parker)

Finally, Wallis argues th&acrilegee s mor e Ot han is Oémore t he
shaped | i ke Stoneh&acgeged s( Wal fiast208283: a3 8
with o6highé and o6l owdé cultured (Wallis 2

Sacrilege It is a fun artworkhat the public enjoys as they can interact with it (because
how many times will you get the opportunity to bounce around on art?) but it is also a
way of engaging people with archaeology, particularly those who might not have found
it interesting previousl

When discussing arts and social engagement in regard to Stonehenge, it would be
remiss not to mention 6Clonehengeod. Cl on
documents peoplesd replicas of Stoneheng:
bisauit form. In recent years, you can see the influence and replication of Stonehenge, it
often appears in the background of video
theme films. From Clonehenge, Stonehenge also seems to be the most commonly
replicated Nelithic monument, although recently there have been d@rmews being

built in the style oNeolithic longbarrows, Stonehenge replicas are far more prevalent

and can be found all over the worlthe Clonehenge twitter and blog proved to be an
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invaluableresource for documentation of Stonehenge rephoasit was really

i nteresting to interview Clonehengeds cr
One of the researcherodos inspirations for
proectwasSam Bar skyés Stonehenge sweater, whi

2021). Barsky has been knitting since 1999 and all his sweaters are knittethéree

based on his own designs (Barsky 2021). His most famous sweaters are those he knits to
wear at famous landmarks, like the Stonehenge sweater below, the photograph for

which he kindly gave me permission to reproduce in this thesis. Although art by itself,

the Stonehenge sweater when worn by Barsky at Stonehenge morphs into another
dimension of interaction with Stonehenge. It is an example of how people today are
inspired byancientmonuments and create art based on thessuments.

3.26: Stonehenge sweat®014 (Sam Barsky)

David Stooke is an artist who paints scenes of the Stonehenge Free festivais from
experiences being part of the New Age Traveller community and attending the festivals
(Stooke 2021 His realistic pictures are evocative of the festivals, conjuring up the

hustle and bustle that must have been going on and showing how a commuueity com
togetherPhil the Beeffor example is a detailed portrait of Phil, showing the trappings

of free festival life. He stands at the cream Rayburn in his bus, a speaker leaned against
the seats behind him\lthough it could be argued that these imagesesgnit a rose

tinted utopic view of the free festivals, minus the mud, the mess or the violence, they
offer a glimpse of festival life behintthe-scenes and the homes of those who attended

them.



3.27: Stonehenge Free Festival 192007 (David Stooke)
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3.29: Stonehenge 1982016 (David Stooke)
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In recent yearszH have recognised the importance of social engagement through art.

The inclusion of gallery at the Stonehenge visitor centre allows for various

exhibitions, whichispartofl®6 s new cr eati ve programme,
being 6Your Stonehenge6, which was a sho
celebrating t historyptBtodeheng&gglish Hestage 20190 This

set of photographs were collected after the Stonehenge 100 celebrations (Morris 2019)
chosen with the help of Martin Parr who
hi story of Br i tisevidedt fromihe photogsaphg What®he . I
Stonehenge means to people and how it has been present in their lives. This photo
archive formed part of the inspiration for Chapter 7 in this research project.

InJuly 2021, Hamounced their réHnegclta n dusUnigt etdnée pd
out pouring cr eat ed Brown2®htg lauaan théirsvebsite and e s s e
Engl and flags featuring 06aD2hpos32,00very sul
surnamesd021) al |l owi ng those ingEmglamd poewdack
(the guardian ref) behind their surnames. $h&eorgdlags featuring the printed

surnames were hung at several sites across the country, including Stonehenge and

Dover CastleZ021H. English Heritage stated that the surnames peovilh 0 s nap s ho
Englandand t 6s peopl e today and a window into

e
B
u

The surnames project was launched to coincide with the World Cup, in which England

got to the final for the first time in 60 years (BBC 2021) but was marred byracis
towards English players (BBC 2021). The
reclamation of the St George flag, which is often seen as a nationalist symbol in the UK,
linked with football hooliganism (Jeffries 2014). Matt Thompson of EH was qugted b

t he Guardian as saying: Owe wanted to ge:
i's here right now to think about the i de:
project and printed flags could be seen as a celebration of English culkitway;rat

worst a reminder of how the English flag has come to resembldpast Britain, anti
immigration and nationalism.
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3.30: England United 2021 (English Heritage)

Fashion

Stonehenge is often used as a muse in fashion, netednieples of this included
Vivienne Westwoodds MAN coll ections, the
their Stonehenge printed linings and of course, Jeremy Deller x Aries. This

collaboration produced a capsule collection of streetwear that celebrateth&ge

and other elements of prehistory and archaeology, including the Cerne Giant, with
frequent nods to Dellerdés signature Acid
examples of the collection which is part of the WiltshireB4Christ exhibition (Salter

2019).

As part of an interview, the creathei ve di
simplicity and i mmedi ateness of the tril)]
(Salter 2019) and that it is the ideal logo, especially for a bratdstpart of skateboard

culture, known for redeveloping ideas (Salter 2019). This is interesting as it is another
example of a societal alternative stldture interacting with Stonehenge, although the

wearer might not necessarily see the significanahdtvs the power of Stonehenge as

a symbol in pop culture that it goes from being a WHS monument to being on a

streetwear tshirt, worn by skaters.

11
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3.31 Aries x Jeremy Deller Collectio2018 3.32 Aries x Jeremy Deller Collectio2018
(McGarrigle, 2019) (McGarrigle, 2019)

B
A RRow
3.33 Aries x Jeremy Deller Collectio2018 3.34 Aries x Jeremy Deller Collectiog018
(McGarrigle, 2019) (McGarrigle, 2019)

As recognition of the impact that Stonehenge has had on fashion, the researcher started
at witter thread on Stonehenge tshirts usi
O0stonehengepopcul tured amongst -shrthhatr s. E:
used Stonehenge symbolism, showing Stonel
includedband tshirts such as Led Zeppelin and Hawkwind, as well as classic tourist

tshirts and fashion labels like Stlssy, a popular streetwear brand. Though a fun way to

talk about archaeology and its influence on pop culture, it was also a good way to
engageaa udi ence by wusing a clothing staple,
modern social history through fashion.

Music

From previous discussion, it is evident that 8hmmge has had an impact on many

different aspects of popular cultutecould be argued that the impact is most obvious

in music as theres a wide range of songs spanning several genseged by the

monument and its histor¥ill states that Stoneheag has become Oi ncr ec
associated with music and musi cal cul tur
it being referenced, such as Hawkwind and Black Sabbath (Till 2010: 4). Stonehenge is
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a key example of music apsliengamda hpel gcaensodmp | (!
463) as their muse. It could be stated that the monument is an essential part of popular
music and its cultural heritage, given the influence it has had in tha2@ early 2§t

centuries (Darvill 2014: 463Y.he table belw documents several examples of music

that relate to Stonehenge, although this is by no means an exhaustive list.

Although the songs referenced below cover a range of genres, from rap to rock, many of
the songs the researcher found related to the Stogeh~ree Festivals or the Battle of

the Beanfield. Out of 12 songs total, 5 contain lyrics that allude to the Beanfield or the
exclusion zones and fencing around Stonehenge. For exampléjreint Childand

Back to the Stonasse language thatreferee e p ol i ¢ e hindredtcazdenst vy o6 f
hol ding riot shieldsdé (Dury and Jankel 1
6t he road to the henge was bl ocked off b

Similarly, Stoneheng®ecodedand theBattle of the Beanfidluse these themes, both
OPeri meter of barbed wire stands, Encirc!
exclusion zones® r el aresencéindenfortedexclusiop act of
zones at Stonehenge during this perlbts evident fronthe songs collected in this

table that the festivals and altercation had a big impact on music of the time. This is
supported by Darvillwho stated:musi ¢ contri buted much to
Stonehenge armgromoted freghinkingg ( Dar vi | | 2018b). Althot
about Stonehenge between 1965 and 1977 this statement still applies to the music in the
table below.

3.B: Table of Songs that contain lyrics that relate to Stonehenge

Song Song Lyrics Artist/Band Release Date
Back to the Stones 0t he pigs Roy Harper 1993
Saturday and
surrounded the road
Tore down our house
and destroyed our
abode

The road to the henge|
was blocled off by the
statebd

(Harper 1993

Battle of the Beanfield | 6 Down t he Thelevellers 1991
end of the road
Flashing lights
exclusion zones

And it made me think
itds not |
That theyd
(Chadwick et al. 1991

Cathedral 67 o06cl oc k| Crosbhy, Stillsand Nash 1977
morning, here it come
| taste the warning anc
| am so amazed

| 6m here t
things so clear this
way
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In the car and on my
way to Sto
(Nash 1977)

Confrontation

6Driven to
Stonehenge at the tim
of the summer solstice
Celebrations, in clear

defiance of injunctions
whi ch were
(Brock et al. 1987)

Hawkwind

1987

The Corner

6The corne
Rock of Gibraltar, our
Stonehenge, our Taj
Mahal , our
(Moore et al. 2005)

Common, featuring
Kanye West and The
Last Poets

2005

Do It

6Buil ding
buildings, like a
Stonehenge
(Markie and Beastie
Boys 1994)

Beastie Boys

1994

Itinerant Child

OWe didnot
until we hit the field
There were four
hundred cozzers
hol ding ri
(Dury and Jankel
1997)

lan Dury, The
Blockheads

1997

Stonehenge

Instrumental
(Gillan et al. 1983)

Black Sabbath

1983

Stonehenge

Instrumental
(Oakenfold, 2019)

Paul Oakenfold

2019

Stonehenge

6Stoneheng
magic place

where the moon doth
rise with
facebd

(Guest et al. 1984)

Spinal Tap

1984

Stonehenge

O6What 6s th
of Stonehenge?

l tdos killi
one knows?©d
(Devik et al. 2013)

Ylvis

2013

Stonehenge Decoded

6Peri meter
wire stands

Encircled by the
patrolling man
Stonehenge decoded,
was there

Sacrificed to this land
sof ai r 6
(Hawkwind 1992)

Hawkwind

1992
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The Stonehenge Free Festivals have their own section in this chapter, but they are worth
discussing in relation to music and popular culture as they had a substantial Trhpact.
Stonehenge Free Festivals were seesubsgersive, something different from the norm.

At the time, festivals were a new concept and were not as commercialized as they are
today. To be an attendee at one of the S
subcul tur al c a pi tng pad of thd linduplfor [2a0d& Itad thedsamea n d |
outcome (Till 2010: 4). Association with the Stonehenge Free Festivals and Stonehenge
became a popular thing for bands as it increased their status within the music scene.

This link to festival culture andtreusi ¢ scene has contribute
as a place of power (Darvill 2014: 462). And this plpoeduction is influenced by

festival subcultures and music genres, which continued interest in today contributes to

the image of Stonehenge as aemative festival site. Stonehenge is of interest in

music and popular culture based what previously happened there (Darvill 2014: 462).

Al t hough Stonehengeds musi cal h-groductoa g e i
of the monument within popait music, an idea introduced by Darvill (Darvill 2014:
462). Popular musichasn o6 al most tribal structuredo tI

subcul tures, count er cul(Dawil 2084: 467).dhisaslevident n a t i
in the set lists thasurvive from the festivals, bands ranged across the genres from ska to
rock (Der Festival Zone b) with Stonehenge having a clear influence on the latter, Black
Sabbat hs 6 i-tnlithenstage set, later gasodied in this is Spinal Tap being a
classic example (Till, 2010: 5). The Stonehenge Free Festivals were seen as the
6antithesis of commerci al music culturebdo
Stonehenge and its popular culture image and it could be argued that the free festivals
werea key turning point in Stonehengebés mo
cemented Stonehenge in popular culture al
songso6 (Darvill 2014: 467).




More recently, EHtollaborated withThe Nest Collective to produce Songs of England
which 6édweaves together new original per f
nati onds hi s(EnglishiHeriade 2021k)Tleselare presented on an

interactive map, designed by Alan Kitching, which people can explore to discover more
about the history of E(Egglish Heditage 2081&)oSpnga p h i
of England uses traditional folk music andrgs to tell the audience about some of

EH6s most famous sites such as Stoneheng
Stonehenge by Sam Lee, the founder of The Nest Collective inbhiaheBarleycorn
andAwake Awake Sweet Englanhee stated that he chadehn Barleycorror

Stonehenge to represent the solstice celebrations and turning of the year at the
monument (English Heritage 2021e). He hopes that these songs encourage people to
engage with o6t he f o(EMglisihHestage2031k)of our anc
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3.36: Songs of England Log@p21 (English
Heritage)

Summary

To summarise, Stonehenge is closely linked with popular culture, particularly in the

UK. The Ancient Monument is a popular archaeological icon and is seen as the main
representative for archaeology in pop culture, a flagship for UK historical sitea. It is
good example of how archaeology is disseminated in popular culture in Britain, reduced
to its marketability and commercialised. Stonehenge adds value to products of popular
culture, it gives them gravitas. This can help to explain the emphasis put upon i

digital media and the tourism/souvenir economy related to historical monuments. The
Monument influences a variety of different types of popular culture which in turn
influence our understanding and interpretations of it. Stonehenge is a touchstone for

many within British society. Having | ook:

and music, it is evident that Stonehenge is a British pop culture icon, as recognisable in
British culture as David Bowie or-Eype Jaguars.

Paganism and Stonehenge

Since 1900, Stonehenge has been a focal point for many alternatigelsubs, with

perhaps two of the most wédhown subcultural groups being the Druids and Pagans.
Although there are a wide variety of beliefs that interact with Stonehenge, for the
purposes of this thesis, British Pagans (recommended via personal correspondence with
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Professor Ronald Hutton) is used throughowith Druids and Pagans referred to

frequently. Please note that the researcher is by no means an expert on Paganism, hence
comrespondence with Hutton, but will do their best to acknowledge those who see
Stonehenge as a sacred temple. This section will discuss Stonehenge in relation to

British Pagans, looking at how worship has developed at the Monument from 1900 to
2020.

Building a tradition

In the timeline recorded in this thesis, Druidism becomes linked with Stonehenge in the
early 1900s, having gone through a revival earlier on in the Victorian period. Greaney

on the O0Youdre Dead to Meeds Stthoante héetnhgee fpior
Druids went to Stonehenge was 19056 (BBC
tradition in coming years. This could have been helped by the involvement of Sir

Edmund Antrobus with Druidism at Stonehenge (Hill 2009:150), whocidcexplain

why the Druids were allowed to celebrate at Stonehenge during this time. This Druidic

link to Stonehenge seems cemented by 1915, when the Amesbury Estate Sale Papers are
published. The Stonehenge | ot mamsochdverti:
Stonehenged (Knight et al. 1915), which 1
scheduled under the Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Act, 1913

(Knight et al.1915.

Although Stonehenge is first linked with British Pagans earliynd®00, the popularity

of themonument and the tradition of celebrating Summer and Winter solstice (amongst
the other Pagan festivals) continues into the 1920s and onwards. Although the
celebrations are not always peaceful, with some disruption, (wh@bvered in more

detail in the Contested Landscape section of this Chapter) it is evident that over the
course of the 20century the tradition of some British Pagans celebrating at Stonehenge
is firmly established.

This interest in thenonument by Drids and other British Pagans could be regarded as
Neopaganism, which is a type of Paganism that aims to establish a new era, whilst
staying O6i-@Qhrai ptaigaam ,t rpacki ti ond (Leskovar
Hutton r easons pedplawho gratice praigaustmditianrthat is

about sixty to one hundred years old, but thousands of years old in the minds of
Neopagans themselvesd (Hutton 2007: 190)
an important place for some British Pagalue to its setting in the landscape. In

Neopagan thinking, links between us and nature is a central pillar (Hutton 2007:191)

which could indicate why Stonehenge is a focal point for British Pagans as it is an

example of ancient interaction with nature.
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3.37: Summer Solstice Ceremony Pd$/3 (A. Underwood)

3.38: Druid Procession at Stonehend®61 (A. Underwood)

British Paganism and Archaeology

In the past, British Paganism has sometimes been regarded with derision by academics
in archaeology, particularly in relation to Ancient Monuments. This cannot have been
helped by cartoonish depictions of British Pagans, particularly Druids and theis belie

i n the media. Morris (1994) memorably de:
old mené which has become a ¢6farcial cul:
when the3rd Stone eport s that the O6Druids have c¢h:
ccicket match to decide who is the rightf

which could arguable be seen as English eccentricism at its best. Despite this media
image, it is evident that the academic stance towards British Pagans has been changing
over the last 30 years with an emerging sphere of Paganism academia. Much of this
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research focuses on Stonehenge or Avebury, in recognition of the sacredness of these
sites to British Pagans.

British Pagansd i nteract i oagisal places df int&dsto n e h
are informative for academic research as it provides examples of the role these
Monuments have in modern day belief systems. Wallis and Blain (2003) note that more
British Pagans are actively engaging with archaeology (Wallig&id 2003: 308) and

that this engagement is having a visible
that are heritage managed (Wallis and Blain 2003: 309). Wallis admits that Paganism
has an effect on archaeol 6gisal 6sStesehnpi
Aveburyéto witness how many people may p
2015:133).

Cusack and Wallis have both written about the relationship between Pagans and
Stonehenge, as well as the benefits that can be gainednagalagists and Pagans
working together. Cusack considers contemporary paganism and Stonehenge in her

paper O6Charmed Circled, acknowledging thi
beliefs and subcultures, ar guehemgehashat Ot |
much more power f ul vernacul ar i dentityd

archaeol ogi(Cuaack, 2012s162). Bihis ss@di to diminish academic

writings about Stonehenge but reasons that archaeologists should be open to
interpretations about Stonehenge that are not necessarily academic. For example, when
Pagans interact with sites like Stonehenge and Avebury, Cusack argues that they are
Opart of a oOnew fol klored tha(usackdhrds r
152)and that o6fol klore can become a point
ar c hae dCusagkj 20112:5192)

Al t hough she is careful to state that th
has failed to find support among academic archaesitogiho regard such vernacular

and theol ogical I nt er p(Cesack 0l BBb¥omngtosi t e s
the conclusion that &éin the ddisteanury,at e s
Stonehenge has been liberated from the offintakpretations of archaeologists, and
embraced as a site of alternative, principally druidic, spirituality which is perceived to

be of wvalue f or (Qusacki28lxd®s3)y.ary Britaino

Wallis reflects on the relationship between British Pagans ahdewtogists, citing two
examples of interaction between the two-suliural groups in society. The 2008

Stonehenge SPACES and Stonehenge Riverside Project took place at similar times and
both involved British Pagandutwhldoeey &éi nv ol
ceremony was agreed by all participants to be successful, the other was divisive, largely
because of disagreements over the treat mi
The Stonehenge SPACES project was seen to be a success in caliglathtBritish
Pagans as it O6marks a clear and unambi gu
transparent and coll aborative dial ogue a
evident that British Pagans and archaeologists can respect one anotherland w

together (bearing in mind there is often a crossover, some academics such as Wallis
identify as Pagan) but this needs to st al
(Wallis 2015: 149). By recognising British Pagans as a diverseudtural goup, with

di ffering opinions and beliefs, rather t|
voiceodo (Wallis 2015: 147), we can begin
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Accessibility to Stonehenge for British Pagans has changed from 1900 to 2020 and
none moe so during the exclusion zone years of 1985 to 2000. Discussion between
interest groups in the 1990s contributed to better access to Stonehenge (Wallis and
Blain 2003: 313). The managed open access at Stonehenge for summer solstice now

involves BritishR gans as Opeace stewardsodé (Wallis
various archaeological sites, though mostly Neolithic and Bronze Age constructions
(Wallis and Blain 2003: 310) are regarde:q

attribut edotteod Ofsplekclidriicc rmarrati veso6 ( Wal
inform British Pagans how to build their identities on the basis of interaction between

6sel f, spirit and sited6 (Wallis and Bl ai
antiquarian views of St@menge which regarded Stonehenge and other prehistoric
monuments as ODruid templesd which | ed t

around them today which British Pagans use as the basis for their beliefs concerning
Stonehenge.

The Attraction of Stonehenge

It is undeniable that for some British Pagans, Stonehenge holds great attraction and is

an essenti al part of their beliefs. Tildl
activity have a particular abilitytoconnecn di vi dual s t o each oth
researcher discussed Paganism and Stonehenge with Professor Ronald Hutton to better
inform the research project and their own ideas, with the correspondence is available in
Appendix G. Although the researchedhaeviously thought that Stonehenge was

i mportant to all/l British Pagans, Hutton
i mportant sacred placed (Hutton, pers. C
0 Dr ui d s-deaomidational Ragans who are oftehlnuenced by Dr ui di
pers. comms.). Hutton went on to state that the monument means less to British Pagans
who are Northern Tradition members and t|
Mediterranean pantheons6 ( Hutnsdotgkeparer s.
in ceremonies at Stonehenge. It appears that the importance of Stonehenge depends on
the British Pagansd own set of beliefs, |
only.

As well as this, it was thought that Stonehenge may beooé importance to British
Pagans who are local to the monument, although again this is not the case. Professor

Hutton explained that o6l ocality is not a
regard to Stonehenge. Some will happily travel @lonway t o t he site i
symbolic significanced to them for speci

local will not if it is not of special regard to theBased orthis conversation, it is
evident that Stonehenge is of great impontaaied sacredness to some British Pagans,
that they are prepared to travel long distances to visit and celebrate at the monument.

I n regard to prehistoric sites, Cusack p
she breaks into three reasons. Neblhi ¢ circl esd (such as St
these O0touristsd is aesthetic (Cusack 20
provides an experience that feels Ospeci

l' inked witth Oheemasl|l abioonship of the distze
and the process of identionstructionand self mpr ovement 6 ( Cusack
could explain the interest that some British Pagans have in Stonehenge and why it holds
attractionforte m. Thi s attraction is further sup
Omegal ithic monuments éearsterdi b Wteenttid yad g i
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with stone circles such as Stonehenge 0w
could be agued that some British Pagans go to Stonehenge because they regard it a
O6special 6 place which helps to cement t hi

This is supported by the I dea of Stonehe]
post moder n (rd2020). AlthaighsSwrieliedge and sacredness is often

solely attributed to British Pagans, many may regard Stonehenge as a sacred site but not
necessarily identify as a Pagan (Wallis and Blain 2003: 309). Despite the fact that
Stonehenge has a specitifiarrative (Wallis and Blain 2003: 310) built around it, the
engagement with it is 6édiverse and compl
be attributed to any single British Pagan relationship (Wallis and Blain 2003: 310). In

short, Stonehenge holdgtraction for some British Pagans, but what this attraction is, is
entirely dependent on the person themselves, their interpretations of Paganism and how
they interact with Stonehenge. The relationship between British Pagans (those that

value it) and Stoehenge is a complex and miticeted relationship.

Summary

To summarise, it is evident from the above discussion of relevant literature that
Stonehenge is a sacred site for some British Pagans. They regard it as a temple,
somewhere that is essentialcelebrating their faith, particularly at Summer and Winter
solstice. Stonehenge is a place for British Pagans to celebrate events, such as those
which are part of the Wheel of the Year. There is a growing section of academia that
focuses on Paganismaits links to archaeology, particularly Neolithic archaeological
sites. It is evident that British Pagans today use these places to gather as communities
and practise their beliefs and Stonehenge is a good example of this. It indicates how
Stonehenge isnportant to one subculture in society, from 1900 to the present day.

Summary of Chapter

The involvement of Stonehenge in different aspects of society from 1900 to 2020
indicates that Stonehenge has a significant role in modern social history andecould b
presented as a catalyst for change. Although it is difficult to imagine the past when one

is at Stonehenge today, Stonehenge is presented here in a way that relates to its modern
social history, looking beyond the manicured lawn. Though some of it easdy

digestible, such as the more violent periods.

To conclude so far, it is evident that Stonehenge has a rich and varied modern social
history within the period discussed. Perhaps the best way of explaining Stonehenge is to
quote Kevin Hetheringtod i t 1 s a nnreprespntablesspded bet,one that also
means a great deal to many different gr ol
Stonehenge provides a common ground for@utures in society, particularly those

within the Pagan communignd Travellers. It is a passive place for {ikended people

to gather at, that unites as much as it divides. Stonehenge is a place of great importance,
both spiritually and otherwise to many, but one that must be taken of and managed to
ensure its longety. As writtenin3'St one: O6We all want our s
open to us all but sometimes sites need protecting from the very people who claim to

| ove t"hStone, 1895(18
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Chapter Four i Public Perceptions of Stonehenge Survey

Aside from the literature and media research, the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge
survey was the first part of primary data collected for this project. The survey was
planned in December 2020 with the help of the thesis supervisors. The ethics checklist
and supporting documents were then submitted at the end of January. The survey was
then built and launched th& 6f 5" of February 2021. It then ran for two months from

the 8" of February to the'Sof April 2021.

The Public Perceptions of Stoneheng8urvey

Upon | aunching, the survey was originall:
based on title ideas for the thesis at the time. This survey title was then changed after its
completion, to O6Public Perceptiatrofthef St
surveyobds purpose. This title wild!/l be use:i

target for participation was 150 responses and it garnered 143 total, although one
response was deemed invalid due to the date of birth (which wadTH00) and is not
included in the following data analysis. The survey was widely advertised through
social media and various groups who had an invested interest in Stonehenge. Overall,
the survey got positive responses and there were very few negatiresatsnThis will

be addressed in the analysis.

The revisions made to the Public Perceptions of Stonetseinggy meant that the

results were in two separate data sets. The data has been combined by the researcher to
present it in its entirety here. Thergey was mapped out into eight pages, for ease of
navigation and to inform the participant about the subject for that set of questions. A
diagram of this ishown on the following pagdfter the edits made on the first launch

for the survey, the surveyas reduced from 39 to 33 questions by adding some of the
guestions in the O6Privacy Noticed secti ol
document.

Thesurvey datavas either numerical or textual amas analysed using a range of
techniquesNumericaldata is presented in graph or chart form. Textual data is analysed
by breaking down the responses using thematic coBioity. data types will be later
discussed in reference to the eight key themes of the thesis, assessing the extent to
which they supporbr change the ideas set out in Chapter Three.

This chapter will discuss the data provided by the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge
survey, providing an analysis of each question, where applicable and commenting on
what this can tell us about public viearsd opiniois of Stonehenge. The raw survey

data is available as the two separate data sets in Appendix B. Some questions have been
redacted from the data sets due to the personal nature of the information provided (for
example, dates of birth and emaiblagisses) to maintain the privacy of the participants

who took part in the survey.
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4.1: Survey map for the Public Perceptions of Stoneh8ngey, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Analysis and Discussion of the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge
Survey Data

Privacy Notice

The privacy notice for the Public Perceptions of Stonehemyey had a summary to
inform potenti al participants. pedtovke i ncl
achieved with the results, participant criteria and an estimated time for survey

completion. It also contained the three participant documents (please see Appendix B

for these) which the participants were encouraged to read prior to startswg\bg.

All participants had to answer question 1 which asked for their consent to take part in
the survey. I f the answer was O0no6 they
thanked for their time.

Participant Eligibility

One of the key items ofgpticipant criteria was that anyone who took part in the survey

had to be aged 16 years or ol der at the 1
page was to screen out anyone who was underage. All participants were required to

enter their datef birth, any potential participants who did not meet the criteria were

directed to the screening out page and thanked for their time and interest in participating

in the survey.

About you

This page of the survey collected basic information about getits so that the

researcher could understand their individual background in relation to Stonehenge and
itsd modern soci al hi story. For this sec:
information that was useful for the research project. Paatitgpwere not asked any

guestions that gave the researcher additional data about them that was not relevant to
the research. For example, ethnicity was not used as a determining factor in this

research project for how people perceived Stonehenge, soathisovasked. The three
guestions on this survey page regarded age, gender identity and beliefs. The participants
were asked this because the researcher wanted to know whether these factors influenced
their experiences and opinions of Stonehenge. Fomicstavould a participant who

identified as Pagan or Druid be more likely to disagree with the A303 Tunnel Scheme
than someone who identified as Atheist?

Before the data collected in the About You section is discussed, please note that the
survey will beanalysed and dissected using the three participant factors set out above.
Each question that provides numerical data will be broken into age, gender identity and
beliefs; with three separate charts which illustrate the relationship between the
participantfactor and question topic. Textual data will be analysed usinggiine

thematic code that is used for the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews and other
primary data (detailed in Chapter By analysing the survey data in this way, it allows

for crosscomparison betweeparticipantfactors and will show patterns in the data.

From this, the researcher will be able to ascertain what opinions and experiences
different societal groups and suahbltures have about Stonehenge.
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Question 3: What is your date of birth?
(analysed by age distribution)

A

<

= 16-20 = 21-25 = 26-30 = 31-35 = 36-40 = 41-45 = 46-50
= 51-55 = 56-60 = 61-65 = 66-70 = 71-75 = 76-80

42:Participantsd dates of birth, org
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 3: What is your date of birth?
(organised by decade)

1940 - 1949 I

1950 -1959 I

1960 -1960 |
1970 - 1979 | ——

1980 - 1989 I——

1990 - 1999 |

2000 - 2005

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
m No. of participants

4.3: Participantsé dedecagle202df bi rt h
(T. Grist Parker)

In the data collected, there was a wide range of ages presented. The participants were
aged from 17 to 77 at the time of the survey, with their ages were spread across seven
decades from 1944 to 2004; the three most frequent decaded 86rgL969, 197G

1979 and 1990 1999.In reference to illustration 4.2, the participants were broken

down into thirteen age ranges, the youngest being0léhe oldest 780. The two

most common age ranges wereZBland 5660, which together was 28% of the total
surwey population. Age ranges were used for this survey as it made it easier to compare



answers and assess perceptions of Stonehenge within a relatively large data set. For
example, participants who were born before 1984 would have had a very different
touristexperience of visiting Stonehenge when compared to those who were born after
English Heritage gained ownership of the monument.

Question 4: Which gender identity do you most identify with?

= Male = Female = Transgender Male = Transgender Female

= Non-Binary = Other = Undecided = Prefer not to answer
4. 4: Participantsdé Gende

Prior to discussing, the gender identity data, the reseanchdd like to reflect on the
building of the survey. When creating it, the researcher decided to include Transgender
Male and Transgender Female as gender options in a misguided attempt to be inclusive.
On reflection, these would not be included as oi@s Trans men and women are

men and women. It is hoped that this did not make any participants feel ex¢heled
researcher received no feedback stasismguch but going forward will not include these

as gender identity options if they do another syrn the future. Question 4 waet
obligatory for participars, as gender identity is a personal thing, though all 142
participants answered this question. Most participants were female, (58%) with the
second largest majority male (37%). A small proporiof the survey population

identified as NofBinary, 3% or Undecided, 1%. 3% of the participants preferred not to
answer.
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Question 5: What are your beliefs?

Christian I———
Roman Catholic mmm
Protestant
Quaker
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Any other Christian denomination
Druid I
Pagan I——
Spiritual I
Muslim
Sikh
Hindu
Jewish
Buddhist =
Atheist I
No beliefs I
Other I
Undecided m

o

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

m No. of participants

4.5: Participantsd Belief:

Question 5 regardetie beliefs of participants. Participdrgliefsweredetermined by

the researcher to be of great importance when perceiving their views about Stonehenge
and its history due to the participation in it of British Pagans, such as the Drwds.

important to have a range of beliefs represented in the swwélyere were 18 total.
Whenbuilding the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge surseg,me of t he ONSSO
research was consulted to see which religions or beligfsribleide in their own data

setsAl t hough an effort wa seliefsasdck asDmid, Paganl u d e
or Spiritual, it was commented by a participant that this question did not include
OWiccand as an option. I n reflection
all-encompassing option and added an additional questiere participants could
have stated their belief system within this umbrella term.

, t h

Although there was a range of beliefs show in the survey dataset, the vast majority (37
total) identified as Druid, which This could have been due to the lack of ofbions

British Pagans available but could also be linked to survey distribution as both OBOD

and BDO were contactedhis distributionof the surveyby these organisations clearly
garnered a positive resporfsem their members which is shown here. The othest

popul ar beliefs for participants were 0N
participants identified themselves as. 55 of the participants were either Druid or Pagan,
39% of the 142 total. It is important to bear this in mind when regattamsurvey

data, as this may affect some of the results. For example, most participants were against



the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme, which could be explained by the number of British
Pagans (Druid or Pagan) that took part in this survey.

Prior to further discussion of the survey, the researcher-tabstated each participant
factor (Age, Gender identity and Beliefs). Because these information setare used

to analyse the entire data set, it made sense to establish whether tleeiaynerks
between them. It is hoped that using these sets will allow the resetarseerpatterns

in the data and ascertain what opinions and perceptions the different social groups or
sub-cultures hold about Stonehenge. For example, are those whidyidsrDruid or

Pagan more against the A303 Tunnel Scheme than those who are Christian?
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31-35
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Crosstabulation of Age and Beliefs
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For crosgabulation6 Dr ui d6 was the most ¢ omdak n
51-55, 5660 and 6670. But for those aged under 30 at the time of the survey,
Undecided was the main belief selected. Those ag&f 26re the most common age
for No beliefs but 2225 year olds were the main age for Atheism. Overall, Pagan or
Druidism wagnost common for those aged over 30, indicating that this survey
population contained a large number of British Pagans aged between 31 ksl 70.

evident from this crostabulation that there wasndde range of beliefs across all ages.

Crosstabulation of Age and Gender identity

Male

_—

Transgender Male

Transgender Female
|
Non-Binary s
I

Other

Undecided

Prefer not to answer

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

H16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m5]1-55m56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

47:Cresst abul ati on of Parti ci po2int
(T. Grist Parker)
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The crosdabulation of Age and Gender identity indicated that women aged between

21- 25 were the largest participant group. That the most common age x gender identity
groupwas women aged 245 is not surprising as the researcher themselves falls into
this category. The survey was advertised
of which many followers are of this age. It was also interesting to note that those who
identified as NofBinary were a range of ages. The gender identities Male and Female
had participants from all 13 age ranges, with at least one patrticipant in each. Aside from
women aged 225, the second most common age ranges were women agéd dhen

and women aged 460 and women aged between@& All these ranked equally. The
smallest participant group in this cresbulation was Undecided, which had one
participant aged between-36.

Crosstabulation of Beliefs and Gender identity

Christian e
Roman Catholic
Druid e
Pagan e —
Spiritual
Muslim
Sikh
Hindu
Jewish
Buddhist N
Atheist T ——
No beliefs r—
Other E—
—
Undecided
0 5 10 15 20 25
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary Other Undecided m Prefer not to answer

48:Crosst abul ati on of Par t iidentify2021 <
(T. Grist Parker)

For the crosgabulation of Beliefs and Gender identity, it was evident the gender
identities with the widest range of beliefs were Men and Women, although these were
also the largest participant groups in Gender identity. The participants who idergtified a
Non-Binary, Undecided or Prefer not to answer, were either Druid or Other in their
beliefs. Ongarticipant who identified as ndrinary also stated their beliefs as Pagan
which could perhaps indicate a connection between the two. However, the suavey dat
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from the research project is not enough to prove whether there is a definitive link, with a
larger survey population this may be possible.

Visiting Stonehenge

This section of the survey consisted of three questegerded participant visits to
Stonéenge, especially how many times they had visited and their participation in the
Solstice celebrations. Participants were asked about their visiting habits as the
researcher wanted to discern whether the people in the survey population visited the
monumentegularly or whether it was a special trput of the 142 participants, 124

had previously visited Stonehenge, withiBxing nevewisited at the time of
participating in the interview.

Question 6: Have you ever visited Stonehenge?

@

No mYes

4.9: Visiting Stoneheng&021 (T. Grist Parker)

Question 6: Have you ever visited Stonehenge?
(analysed by Age)

ﬁ
]
No T —

o
N

4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80
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4.10: Visiting Stonehenge, analysed by AB@21(T. Grist Parker)

Q.6 Have you ever visited Stonehenge? (analysed by gender
identity)

Yes No
m Male ® Female m Transgender Male = Transgender Female
= Non-Binary u Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.11: Visiting Stonehenge, analysed by Gender ider@21
(T. Grist Parker)
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Q.6Have you ever visited Stonehenge? (analysed by beliefs)

Christign —G—G———

Roman Catholic ===
Protestant
Quaker
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Any other Christian denomination

D e —

Pagan -_

Spiritua| EE—
Muslim
Sikh
Hindu
Jewish

Buddhist ™

Atheist -_

No beliefs -—

Other T EEE——

Undecided [r—

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

mYes mNo

4.12: Visiting Stonehenge, analysed by Beli€f321
(T. Grist Parker)

When Question 6 was analysed by Age, it was evident that all ages present in the survey
population had visited Stonehenge. For those who had not visited, participants aged
between 21 ah30 were the majority. Regarding gender identity, women were the most
common group who had not visited Stonehenge, but they were also the largest gender
population for the survey. It is perhaps unsurprising that Druids had visited Stonehenge
the most, buthey also had the largest number of participants who had not visited
Stonehenge. It could be said that the participant factors do not indicate any strong trends
when applied to Question 6, except to give an idea of how many of each participant
group haveor have not visited Stonehenge.
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Question 7: How many times have you visited Stonehenge?

<10 times |
10-20 times |

20+ times |

50+ times |l

100+ times |

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

m Number of participants

4.13: Number of visits to Stonehen@§21
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 7: How many times have you visited Stonehenge?
(analysed by Age)

100+ times

50+ times

20+ times B
—_—

10-20 times —
h

0 5 10 15 20 25

m16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m5]1-55m56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.14: Number of visits to Stonehenge, analysed by 2021
(T. Grist Parker)

If participants had visite8tonehenge, the survéyen directedhem b Question 7
which used a ranking scale for participants to indicate timoes they had visited. This



guestion was included as the researcher was interested to see whether those who
identified as British Pagansane more likely than other beliefs to have visited more
frequently. It was evident from the responses that the majority of participants (113 total)
had visited Stonehenge under 10 times. A very small proportion of the survey
population, 6 participants tdfdnad visited the Monument 50 times or more but it was
clear that this was not the norm for the average participant who took part.

Prior to this online survey, it was expected older age ranges would have visited
Stonehenge more often. This was evidarthe dataset. The two participants who had
visited Stonehenge more than 100 times were aged betwehd &l 7630,

respectively. In contrast, all participants aged under 46 had only visited 10 times or less.
This difference in visiting habits could beptained by age but could also be attributed

to other factors such as time and cost. Younger people in society generally have less
disposable income than older generations and have different priorities. For example, at
the time of writing, it cost £190 English Heritage 2021) for a Stonehenge

concession ticket (if the person is a student or over 65) which equates to just under 3
hours of work for an 18 year old emnimum wage (GoWK, 2021) notincluding

travel, souvenir and food expenses. Although titket is the same price for someone

aged 65 and over, they are likely to have a higher earning job or a pension which makes
it less of an expense. However, the difference in numbers of visits analysed by age can
also be explained by placing the surveyadwithin the historical context of Stonehenge.
Older participants who went to the Stonehenge Free Festivals and Solstice celebrations
in the past will have a higher visit count than those who did not or were not old enough
at the time.

For gender ideitly, againmostparticipants had visited Stonehenge 10 times or less.

The two participants who had visited 100 times or more were both women and were
Pagan and Atheist respectivelymust be noted here that an answer for question 31
revealed one of thegmrticipants to be an EH volunteer, who had included volunteering
at Stonehenge in their visitor figurdhose who were NeBinary or Undecided had

visited under 10 times. It waseviously houghtthat Druid and Pagan would have been
the beliefs who visited Stonehenge thest,but this was not the case, although these
beliefsappeared in every ranking scale range, with 2 Pagans having visited Stonehenge
more than 50 times totalhe researcher wasirprised that Druids had not visited
Stonehenge more often, and that it was Pagans who visited more frequently. This could
suggest that Stonehenge is just as important to Pagans as it is tolDtuwidald also

indicate that although a person may idgnd$ Druid, they do not regard Stonehenge as
an essential part of their belief system.

It could also be said that those who identify as Spiritual also regard Stonehenge as
important as 2 out of 6 Spiritual participants had visited Stonehenge more than 10
times, though none had been more than 50. Although it was useful to break down
Question 7, as the survey population is small, these findings cannot be generalised. It is
evident that Pagans, Druids and Spiritual believers visit Stonehenge more frequently
than other beliefs, but this can only be applied to the survey participants and not in a
wider context.
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Question 7: How many times have you visited Stonehenge?
(analysed by Gender identity)

-
100 + times

F

50+ times

20+ times

10 - 20 times

<10
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male m Female m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.15: Number of visits to Stonehenge, analysed by Gender id&1tity,
(T. Grist Parker)



Question 7: How many times have you visited Stonehenge?
(analysed by Beliefs)

100+ times -

50+ times

20+ times .

10 - 20 times .

<10 times _

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

m Christian = Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist = No beliefs

m Other ® Undecided

4.16: Number of visits to Stonehenge, analylsgdeliefs,2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 8: Have you ever visited Stonehenge during the
Summer and/or Winter Solstice?

= Summer Solstice = Winter Solstice = Summer and Winter Solstice = Neither

4.17: Solstice Visits to Stonehen@f21
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 8: Have you ever visited Stonehenge during the Summer
and/or Winter Solstice?
(analysed by Age)

|
]
Summer Solstice#

I
I

|-

]

|

Winter Solstice

Summer and Winter Solstic

Neither

L

o

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.18: Solstice Visits to Stonehenge, analysed by Ag2a12
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 8: Have you ever visited Stonehenge during the Summer
and/or Winter Solstice?
(analysed by Gender identity)

h

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice

Summer and Winter Solstice

Neither
]
.
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
m Male m Female m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.19: Solstice Visits to Stonehenge, analysed by Geddatity, 2021 (T. Grist Parker
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Question 8: Have you ever visited Stonehenge during the Summer
and/or Winter Solstice?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice

Summer and Winter Solstice
Neither
|
0 5 10 15 20 25
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

m Any other Christian denominatianDruid

mPagan m Spiritual
m Muslim m Sikh
m Hindu m Jewish
= Buddhist Atheist
No beliefs Undecided
m Other

4.20: Solstice Visits to Stonehenge, analysed by Beliéfa] 2
(T. Grist Parker)

Participants were then asked about their visits to Stonehenge at the Sélsitices.

data collection, it was thought that visitsla Winter antbr Summer solsticesould

be a common answasthese are the two times of year where Stonehenge is free and
completely accessible to allhe data indicated that most people who participated in

this survey have never visited Stonehengethéeesolstice. Of those who have, they

were more likely to have visited on the Summer solstice. When this question was
analysed by age, it was evident that those under 25 were most likely to have never been
to either Solstice. None of the-P® year olds &d been and only 1 participant aged 21

25 had been to both, with 1 having gone to the Summer solstice. Of those who had been
to both solstices, those aged3® were the majority but 280 year olds were the most
common age range for the Winter solsticer e Summer solstice, the two age ranges
that were the majority were 88 and 6670. This could be explained by the

Stonehenge Free Festival, which was held around the Summer solstice and which
participants of these range®nt to (please see 4.22 feference). Crosanalysis by
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Gender identity to not reveal anything new aside from breaking down thé\datgsis

of Question 8 regarding Beliefs was interesting and not what was expected. It was
thought that Druids and Pagans would have been the n@ip ¢ have gone to the

Summer and/or Winter Solstices at Stonehenge. There was a scattering number of
Pagans and Druids who had been to the Summer, Winter or both Solstices but the
majority of Druid and Pagan participants had not been to either. For dargoth

solstices, there were more Christians who had been than Pagans. This could suggest that
Druids and Pagans do not see the Solstices as essential to celebrating their beliefs and
further on in this chapter, it is evident that some see the &dsis an excuse for a

party rather than a religious occasion, which is why they do not attend.

The Stonehenge Free Festivals

This survey section was short, witiree questions, two of which had a section A

which, dependent on answers, participants weuted 0. The main priority was to
understand how many participants had been to any &@ttreehenge Free Festisal
whether they had any experiences that they wanted to share. Participants were also
asked about985 and if they wanted to share experiences of the Battle of the Beanfield.
Aside from the age check at the beginning of the survey, all questions afterwards were
optional. Some of the questions that were asked of participants touched upon difficult
topics like the Battle of the Beanfield, so it was up to the individual whether they
wanted to share their experiences or skip that question.

Question 9: Did you ever go to any of the
Stonehenge Free Festivals before 19867

No mYes

4.21: Stonehenge Free Festival attendance before 1988, 2
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 9: Did you ever go to any of the Stonehenge Free Festivals
before 19867
(analysed by Age)

Yes

No

|

o
N

4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.22: Stonehenge Free Festival attendance before 1986, analysed bY24e, 2
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 9: Did you ever go to any of the Stonehenge Free Festivals
before 19867
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male m Female m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.23: Stonehenge Free Festival attendance before 1986, analysed by Gender i@2dtity, 2
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 9: Did you ever go to any of the Stonehenge Free Festivals
before 19867
(analysed by Beliefs)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Samigy other Christian denomination

m Druid m Pagan

| Spiritual m Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other m Undecided

4.24: Stonehenge Free Festiatiendance before 1986, analysed by Beli€fg]12
(T. Grist Parker)

This section began with asking participants whether they had been to any Stonehenge
free festivals prior to 1986 as the researcher was interested in how many participants

had beentothé mai nd6 free festivals before the e
were aged between 46 and 70, with 8 age@@ERegarding gender identity, the free
festivalgoers were a 50/50 split between male and female. Beliefs were more

interesting, the researahiead expected that most participants would be Druid or Pagan,

as the free festivals gave access to Stonehenge, and half of the participants identified as
such. 3 were Christian, Roman Catholic or Buddhist, with 2 No Beliefs or Other. That

the majority wee British Pagan is not unsurprising for the free festivals as there had

been Druid celebrations at Stonehenge since 1900. Free festivals at Stonehenge merged
into this tradition and it would be likely that British Pagans would attend these as part of
their solstice celebrations.

14¢



Question 10: Which years did you attend the Stonehenge Free
Festival?

RSl |
keke@ |
el |
1O8 T
RStefo@ |
1979

1978

1077
1976 m—

1975

1974

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

m No. of participants

4.25: Participant attendance at the Stonehenge Free Festival fromt95¥ 4021
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 10: Which years did you attend the Stonehenge Free
Festival?
(analysed by Age)

1984 me——

1983

1982

1981

1980

1979

1978 m——

1977

1976

1975

1974

0 1 2 3 4 5

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m41-45m 46-50
m51-55m 56-60= 61-65= 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.26: Participant attendance at the Stonehenge Free Festival frort 8% 4analysed by Age, 2021

(T. Grist Parker)



1984

1983

1982

1981

1980

1979

1978

1977

1976

1975

1974

Question 10: Which years did you attend the Stonehenge Free

(analysed by Gender identity)

Festival?

o

H Male

Non-binary

=

N

m Female
m Other

3

® Transgender Male ® Transgender Female

m Undecided

4

5

m Prefer not to answer

4.27: Paticipant attendance at the Stonehenge Free Festival from1B824 analysed by Gender

identity, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 10: Which years did you attend the Stonehenge Free Festival?
(analysed by Beliefs)

1984

1083

1982

1981

1980

1979

1978

1977
1976
1975
1974
0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25
m Christian m Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

= The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sam#s1y other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh mHindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist m No beliefs

m Other m Undecided

4.28: Participant attendance at Stonehenge Free Festival over the years, analysed by(4liefs, 2
(T. GristParker)



Aside from the 1974 and 1975 years, at least one participant had attended the
Stonehenge Free Festivals each year. The most popular festival was the 1984 one,

which was (as indicated by literature research in Chapter 3) when the Stonehenge Free

Fedivals reached their peak popularity. In terms of age, 1 participant agf&@l H&d
been to every festival between 1976 and 1984 and the four later years of the festival,
1981 to 1984, had the most variation in participant ages.

Itis noticeableingraph . 27 t hat there is a O6Prefer
gender identity results from question 9. This is not a mistake during survey analysis,
aside from certain questions (such as dates of birth), none of the survey questions

needed required rpenses. Thus, a participant could choose not to answer question 9

but could answer question 10, which explains this response. When analysed by gender

n c

identity, both male and female participants had been at every festival between 1977 and

1984, aside fromd476, though more men than women had been over the years.
Analysing the responses by Beliefs, it is clearly evident that out of the 14 participants,

those who identified as Druid and Pagan went the most regularly to festivals. It could be
argued that the picipant responses to this question indicate that the Stonehenge Free

Festivals were diverse in ages and beliefs and that the festivals attracted a range of sub

cultures in society, given that British Pagans were also free festivalgoers.

4.A : Table of Thematic coding results for Question 10éHave you got any
experiences or stories that you would like to share from the Stonehenge Free
Festivals?)

Archaeology and History

Religion and Beliefs

Culture

We had to camp quite a bit away. We had a phone number to ring and they told you a small camp sit
to. Ours was in a lovely wood by Woodhenge.
children while us adults walked. There waver any distrust or doubt that we would all be reunited at th
meeting point by the stones. Every time someone left the camp they handed out any food they had le
and you could walk around the campsites and pop into any tent bus etc and megelovielg people. Eve
the trips were given out under guarantee lol. We were all there asilikied people. We all left around

midnight to do the long walk to the stones and when we got there and the beautiful sun came up it wa
experience and a siteatwill never be forgotten.

No rules, no hierarchy. Just people doing what was necessary.

A large peaceful festival not unlike Glastonbury in feel. Drugs very freely available and clearly adverti
No police visible. We had travelled to attend testifval but did not go to the stones. | had already visited
them as a child and was not interested in them in a spiritual way.

Emotive

For a young child it was amazing like going to another dimension where you could do anything you w

The year | attended the field was wet and muddy, there were zero facilities, the police presence was
and hostile and, to make matters worse, The Pop Group arrived on site in the early hours of the morr
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decided they needed a loud amttoordinated sound check that went on for over an hour. In short, it wg
pretty grim. Did have a brief chat with Sid Rawle though, both of us agreeing that we'd rather be at A

Mainly about drugs... Having to step over people on Isd. A guy heywaaeed to leave the stones the
Druids are here. A bus stopped out came 50 men wearing bowler hats and suits and then proceed to|
Klu Klux Clan like robes. | said" hey man they're not druids! "

Probably, but | donttemember.

| was a toddler!

Only that | regret being too young to have gone to any!

Question 18 was an opportunity for participants to tell their stories about the

Stonehenge Free Festivals if they wished to do so. From the literature research for the
project, it was clear that the free festivalgoers were often represented in an unflattering
light by the media at the time. The survey was a chance to gather some primary data
about the Stonehenge festivals that could be later discussed in further detail in Chapter 9
alongside the other textual question responses. This question garnered eightsesponse
from participants. Two did not clearly fit into the thematic code, but from those that did,

the primary theme was politics. There is evidence that the Stonehenge Free Festivals
were seen as a political statemarantofwi t h
police involvement which was O0heavy and |
Druids over sharing the Stones, with one participant doubting their credibility,
describing them as 050 men wearin@. bAwl e
rather unfortunate description perhaps.

Although there is a feeling from these stories that the festivals were on the fringes of
society, they also a paint a picture of relaxed gatherings of like minded people. One
participant responded in an em@tiway, stating that as a young child, the festivals

were Oamazingéd for them, O6another di mens|
pleased. Others shared stories about the culture of the free festivals, from these
perspectives the festivals seemed to bertof anarchic utopia, where drugs were
6freely available and clearly advertised:
each other. One participant shared that camping at Woodhenge, there was a bus to take
children to Stonehenge, yet therewaindi st rust or doubtoé that
again at the meeting point by the Stones. This community spirit is also apparent in the
sharing of food, and soci al openness: Oy
genui ne peopl ed. hattheseanemories of kthe festivalg pyesentedead  t
rosetinted view, given what we know about the Battle of the Beanfield and exclusion

years, but it also indicates that the festivals were a place for community gatherings,

where people who might have otheraviglt out of place in mainstream society were
welcomed.
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Question 11: Did you try and attend the 1985 Stonehenge Free
Festival?

ENo mYes

4.29: Attempted attendance of the 1985 Stonehenge Free Fei®al, 2
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 11: Did you try and attend the 1985 Stonehenge Free
Festival?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

_E

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

No

m16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m5]1-55m 56-60= 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.30: Attempted attendance of the 1985 Stonehenge Free Festival, analysed 2Age, 2
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 11: Did you try and attend the 1985 Stonehenge Free
Festival?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.31: Attempted attendance of the 1985 Stonehenge Free Festival, analysed by Gender @fntity, 2
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 11: Did you try and attend the 1985 Stonehenge Free
Festival?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Yes

—
.
—
NO_
.
e ==

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
m Christian ® Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

= The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sam#g1y other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual = Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish ® Buddhist
Atheist u No beliefs

m Other m Undecided

4.32: Attempted attendance of the1985 Stonehenge Free Festival, analysed by Bellefs, 2
(T. Grist Parker)

15¢



Out of 142 participants, just 5% of participants had attempted to dtiermlanned

1985 Stonehenge Free Real This was less than half of the participants who had
attended the previous Stonehenge Free Festivals. Out of the 6, 4 were-&8Qedd#in
indicating that in terms of the survey dataset this was a common age to attend the
festivals (they would have been in their teens or twenties at the time). Of those who had
attempted it, it was again half and half between male and female participants, with 4
identifying as Pagan and 2 Druid. These results again show the importance of
Stonehenge to British Pagans, that they attempted to attend in 1985 despite the
injunction by English Heritage.

4.B: Table of Thematic coding results forQuestion 11a Do you have any
experiences or stories that you would like to share from the Battle of the
Beanfield?)

Archaeology and History

Religion and Beliefs

Culture

Emotive

Not really knowing what was going on. Bits of euphoria mixed with bitdioél panic...

Beaten. Shell shocked. (I still have about six weeks missing from my memory). Not broken.

Running up behind one of the Police as he bent over and hitting him in the backside with a piece of w
had a six inch nathrough it. Lol he screamed like a pig.

We were turned away by the Police at Marlborough.

Question 11a did not receive many respsresit did not apply for most of the survey
population.From the4 participants that did reply, it was evident tha Battle of the

Beanfield was a violent and shocking experier@@.one participant, the Battle was
6euphoricd but contrasted with O0bits of
going on. The other responses were categorised as political due toehé&on of

clashes with the police. One was turned away at Marlborough so missed the Battle of

the Beanfield, but 2 participants were in the thick of it. There was violence on both

sides, as told by one participant. They hit a policeman in the backdide wi6 a pi ec e
wood thathadasik nch nai |l 6 with the assaulted pr
Anot her free festival goer described
O0shell shockedod,olralde nagbad itat s it itrewe sk s
memornd . Al t hough the argument can be prese
discussed in Chapter 3) these stories support thehdethe Battle of the Beanfield

was a traumatic experience for free festivalgoers.

_—

What Stonehenge means to yo
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On this page of the survey, participants were encouraged to think about their
relationship with Stonehenge, how they would describenttreument and its relevance

in contemporary culturd.he data from this part of the survey was an indication of
participamt s® per c e pt iandhhew imgortasttheyried ihveas, hoth
personally and in contemporary culture.
used a range of question types, including ranking scales and key words. The analysis for
guestions 1&nd 15 is written together for ease of reading and to enable cross
comparison. For this reason, this section begins with questions 12 and 14, then 13 and
15, finished with the analysis for question 16.

Question 12: How important is Stonehenge to you personally?

Very important
imporant I
Somewhat important | G
Somewhat unimportan i

Very unimportant [l

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

m Number of participants

433: Stonehengebds imMRbrtance to Partic
(T. Grist Parker)

The topic of Question 12 and 14 was the importance of Stonehenge, both personally to
participants and to contemporary culture. These questions used a ranking style, from
oOvery importantdé to Over y itwohpamugpantstaaked 6 . |
Stonehenge as 6very importantdéd to them p.
culture. This suggests that though most participants regard Stonehenge as highly
important in their personal lives, they think that it is lessuvaht culturally.
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Question 12: How important is Stonehenge to you personally?
(analysed by Age)

Very important

Important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

" T| \'M T

Very unimportant

o

2 4 6 8 10 12

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

434: Stonehengeds importanc@lto Participal
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 12: How important is Stonehenge to you personally?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Very important

Important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

f||

Very unimportant

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer
435: Stonehengebds importance to OPlarticipants

(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 12: How important is Stonehenge to you personally?
(analysed by Beliefs)

. e
Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Very unimportant =

0 5 10 15 20 25
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sam#sy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh mHindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other m Undecided

436: Stonehenge s antsnpapalysed lay BeliefsQ2L o Par ti ci p
(T. Grist Parker)

For question 12, most participants ranke:
categories. When analysed by age, there was a range of ages across the categories, with
at least one participantindac age range regarding Stonehe
From this, it could be suggested that within the participant population, Stonehenge is

just as important to those who are older than those who are younger. Gender identity
analysis did not reveal muchide from showing which gender identities regarded
Stonehenge as more important personally than others.

Stonehenge could be said to be an essqydialof life for many people whare British
Pagans. This is indicated in the Beliefs analysis of question 12. Aside from 2 Druids
who regarded Stonehenge as Osomewhat uni

Overy uni mportanto al l Briti sh oRehepgeims wh
one of the O0i mportantdéd categories, with
For other beliefs, most ranked it in the
for each belief. Overall , 0 \egcgtegorynpithr t an:
6Very uni mportantodé the | east selected re:



evident from this data that most participants in the survey held Stonehenge in high
regard, as over 74% of r ehbhfewragdrdimgitas chose
unimportant to them personally.

Question 14: How important do you think Stonehenge is in
contemporary culture?

Very important E——
mportant |
Somewhat important e
Somewhat unimportanti

Very unimportant [

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

= Number of participants

437: Stonehengeds import@ice to Contempo
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 14: How important do you think Stonehenge is in
contemporary culture?
(analysed by Age)

Very important

Important

Somewhat important

'H‘IWT

Somewhat UNIMPONant
I

Very unimportant

o

2 4 6 8 10 12

m16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m5]1-55m56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

438: Stonehengeds importance toOXontemporar)
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 14: How important do you think Stonehenge is in
contemporary culture?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Very important
Important
Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Very unimportant

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male ® Transgender Female
Non-binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer
439: Stonehenges i mportance to Contemporar y0o2lCul tur e,

(T. Grist Parker)



Question 14 yielded similar results to question 12, although there were some differences.
More participants ranked St onehhemgoety as 0

still ranked Stonehenge in the three 06im
by age, more participantsinthe-660 age range ranked Stoneh
Overy importantd. The researbc hweorul wa  ee x ph

common answer for this age range, given the number of them that were present at the free
festivals. However, the 445 and 5155 age ranges had the largest number of participants
who answered 6évery importanté to this qu

Despitet he range of ages in the three 06i mpo
regarded Stonehenge a2 yearnolds: BartigipanismgeddBt a nt
are likely to have less knowledge of Stonehenge and the free festival years due to their
age (the free festivals were arguably a large contribution to contemporary culture) which
could explain why they ranked it as Over:
guestion revealed a range of identities across the responses, likewisBelts.

Analysis by Beliefs that answers to question 14 and 12 were of very similar correlation,
although | ess Druids thought Stonehenge
than they did personally.

Question 14: How important do you think Stonehenge is in
contemporary culture?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Very important "

_
Important

. E—
Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant_

Very unimportant =

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sam#sy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual = Muslim

m Sikh mHindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other m Undecided

440: Stonehengebs i mpouture analyses bytBelief2lnt e mpor a
(T. Grist Parker
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For questions 13 and 15 of the Public Perceptions of StoneBangsy,the thematic
code was used to analyse participant word choicep@heipans were askedtuse
three words to describe Stonehge and St onehengeds I mport e

culture.Theresearcher wanted to see what the most frequent words chessniliich

was easier to dahen the data was broken dowwith the end results presented in
creative word cloudg-or ease of readi both questions will be referred in the

subsequent writing below.

To begin, the responses to questit® and 15 were organised into lists of usable and
unusable responses. The participants were asked to give three words only for their
answer, s@ny responses that were more than this (including whole sentdrad$) be

disregarded. n or der

for the r etleeecgponsdsbadtfobe anal y
easily broken down into three separate words.

The usable responses were then organised into word frequency to show how many times
a word was used in relation to the question. This was particularly interesting as it gave

an idea of what theainpublic perceptions of Stonehenge were by looking at the most
frequently used words. In relation to Stonehenge itself (g.13), the top three were
ed and Spiritual, and for S

Ancient , Sacr

(g.15) they were HistoryHeritage and Spiritual. It was interesting that there Spiritual

appeared at the top of both frequently chosen word lists, but this could be explained by
the large number of Participants who identified as Pagan or Druid.

Finally, the data results were argsed using thematic coding, to see which key theme

was most prevalent in the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge results. This could then

| at er be di sc

most popular thematic coding theméich suggests thamost of the people who took
part in the survethink of Stonehenge in terms of feelings rather than other elements

ussed in Chapter Eight.

For

like archaeological attributes or political history. Again, this could be attributed to the
beliefs of the participans it is evident across the primary data that those in the Pagan
community have a strong emotional bond with Stonehenge.

4.C: Table of Usable Result$or Question 13

Survey Response Number Text

1 Spiritual, Neolithic, Monument
2 Celebration, Soai, Sensuous
4 Powerful, Beautiful, Historic

5 Mysterious, Interesting, Old

7 Wonder, Beautiful, Ancient

8 PeacefulTimeless, Powerful

9 Awesome, Ancient, Focus

10 Mysterious, Impressive, Large
11 Iconic, Prehistoric, Intriguing
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12 Monumental, Prehistori€Community
15 History, Archaeology, Valuable

16 Contentious, Intriguing, Aggrandised
17 Mysterious, Historic, Significant

18 Mystery, Heritage, Preserved

20 Historic, Paganism, Tourists

21 Mysterious, Historic

22 Stones, Prehistoric, Beautiful

24 Ancient, Mystical, Emotive

25 Reconstructed, Enigmatic, Divisive
27 Impressive, Ancient, Meaningful

29 Overrated, Pinup, Archaeology

30 Prehistoric, Monolithic, Monument
31 Iconic, Dull, Tourists

34 Inspiring, Fascinating, Magical

35 Mysterious, Ancestral, Spiritual

36 Important, Beautiful, Essential

38 Ancient, Mystical, Interesting

41 Thoughtprovoking, Mystery

42 Iconic, Ancient, Enigmatic

43 Magnificent, Aweinspiring,incredible
45 Neolithic, First farmers, Technology
46 Sacred, Ancestral, Temple

48 Intriguing, Atmospheric, Special

49 Ancient, Mysterious, Intention

50 Heritage, Solstices, Connection

51 Cliche, Underwhelming, Nationalistic
52 Future,Past, Present

53 Megalithic, Iconic, Global

55 Impressive, Oveinflated, Thoughiprovoking
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57 Crucible, Ancestors, Healing

59 Powerful, Uncanny, Contested

61 Archaeology, Astronomy, Spiritual
62 Mystical, Landscape, Ancestors
63 Unimpressive, Manicured, Expensive
64 Magical, Spiritual, Healing

65 Magical, Sacred, Precious

66 Special, Significant, Spectacular
67 Unique, Awesome, Wonderful

69 Wonderful, Prehistoric, Temple

74 Significant, Stability, Mysterious
75 Atmospheric, Significant, Important
76 Ancestors, Magical, Priceless

78 Ancestors, Spiritual, Emotional

79 Mystical, Powerful, Ancient

80 Beautiful, Extracting, Sacred

81 Everlasting, Renaissance, Spiritual
82 Stately, Ancient, Magical

83 Significant, Iconic, Spiritual

84 Ancient, Sacred, Ancestors

86 Ancient, Legendary, Polarizing

87 Historical, Ancient, Mystical

88 Ancestors, Heritage, Sacred

90 Majestic, Otherworldly, Ancient

92 Impressive, Relaxing, Beautiful

94 Beautiful, Sacred, Historic

95 Powerful, Ancient, Primal

96 Boring and Ovehyped

97 Liminal, Predruid, Welsh

98 Ancestry, Inspiring, Ceremonial
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101 Temple, Altar, Celebration

102 Sacred, Ancient, Historic

104 Magical, HeritageConnection

105 Peaceful, Continuity, Truth

106 Significant, Peaceful, Historical
107 Magic, Nature, History

108 Numinous, Vortex, Knowledge

109 Peaceful, Mystery, Safe

111 Sacred, Legacy, Ancestors

112 Wonderful, Peaceful, Happy

113 Ancient, Connection, Spiritual

114 Ancient, Mysterious, Sacred

116 Sacred, Inspirational, Beautiful

117 Grounding, Mystical, Welcoming
118 Echo, Cathedral, Eyewashed

119 Interesting, Commercialised, Contentious
121 Old, Stone, Tourists

123 Sacred, Archaeology, Place

124 Historic, Spiritual, Sacred

127 Heritage, Temple, History

128 Sacred, Unique, Vulnerable

129 Ancestral, Temple, Death

130 Ancestors, Spirits, Temple

131 Compulsive

132 Conflicted, Claustrophobi®itualistic
133 Power, Magic, Earth

134 Symbolic, Unique, Aweénspiring
135 Timeless, Inspirational, Important
137 Connection, Strength, Understanding
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4.D: Table of Unusable Resultfor Question 13

Survey Response
Number

Text

3 Rocksthat once had a significant meaning
6 Awe inspiring rocks

13 Landscape not (just) megaliths

14 Touristy concreted blocks

19 Archaeologically interesting

23 Englandds |l conic Monument
26 Large stone circle

28 Sadly inaccessible now

32 Nationally important monument

33 Very underwhelming experience

37 A theme park

39 Neolithic cultural hub

40 Disaster waiting happen

44 Iconic mystery stones

47 Overrated archaeological site

54 Gigantic celestial chronocrator

56 Too faraway

58 Internationally important heritage

60 A strange arrangement of stones within a complex funerary landscape
68 Megalithic, too busy

70 Fucking big stones

71 Cultural meetings place

72 Truly spiritual place

73 Commercial touristacility

77 Impressive prehistoric site

85 Ancient wisdom keeper

89 Sacred space
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91

Central sacred site

93 Not a henge!

99 Prehistoric ritual site

100 A power place

103 British Metempsychosis description

110 Ancient energy portal

115 Second spiritual home

120 Ancient archaeological interest

122 Powerful, Human story

125 As a Pagan it is an important and powerful sacred place (albeit much
profaned). As an archaeologist, it is a fascinating, uniquetasmalisingly
mysterious Neolithic structure

126 Felt no connection

136 Far too busy

4.E: Table of Word Frequency Results for Question 13

Word Frequency
Ancient 17
Sacred 13
Spiritual 9
Beautiful 8
Mysterious 8
Ancestors 8
Historic 7
Magical 6
Mystical 6
Significant 6
Temple 6
Prehistoric 5
Heritage 5
Iconic 5
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Peaceful

Powerful

Impressive

Archaeology

Connection

Ancestral

Mystery

Unique

Important

Wonderful

History

Intriguing

Interesting

Tourists

Atmospheric

Thoughtprovoking

Special

Magic

Historical

ol

Awesome

Contentious

Awe-inspiring

Inspiring

Enigmatic

Timeless

Neolithic

Celebration

Monument

Inspirational




First farmers

Technology

Monumental

Social

Sensuous

Focus

Large

Community

Valuable

Aggrandised

Death

Preserved

Understanding

Paganism

Stones

Emotive

Meaningful

Divisive

Reconstructed

Pinup

Overrated

Monolithic

Dull

Legacy

Power

Earth

Compulsive

Spirits

Vulnerable

Priceless
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Emotional

Astronomy

Nationalistic

Underwhelming

Cliche

Solstices

Intention

Place

Nature

Numinous

Vortex

Knowledge

Safe

Echo

Cathedral

Eyewashed

Healing

Megalithic

Fascinating

Essential

Happy

Stone

Ritualistic

Claustrophobic

Conflicted

Symbolic

Strength

Liminal

PreDruid

Welsh




Ancestry

Ceremonial

Boring

Overhyped

Primal

Altar

Overinflated

Crucible

Contested

Uncanny

Global

Magnificent

Incredible

Future

Past

Present

Landscape

Unimpressive

Manicured

Expensive

Precious

Spectacular

Stability

Extracting

Renaissance

Everlasting

Stately

Polarizing

Majestic

Otherworldly

17C



Relaxing

Continuity

Truth

Grounding

Welcoming

Commercialised

Wonder

4.F: Table of Thematic coding results for Question 13

Archaeology Religion and | Culture Emotive

and History Beliefs

Ancestors Sacred Community Atmospheric Aggrandised
Ancestral Spiritual Global Awe-inspiring Conflicted
Ancestry Temple Knowledge Awesome Commercialised
Ancient Powerful Precious Beautiful Contentious
Archaeology Connection | Priceless Boring Contested
Astronomy Celebration | Social Claustrophobic Crucible
Continuity Sensuous Symbolic Cliché Divisive
Death Paganism Tourists Compulsive Expensive
Earth Power Understanding Dull Nationalistic
First farmers Spirits Valuable Echo Polarizing
Future Solstices Emotional

Heritage Intention Emotive

Historic Vortex Enigmatic

Historical Cathedral Essential

History Healing Everlasting

Iconic Ritualistic Extracting

Important Strength Eyewashed

Landscape PreDruid Fascinating

Large Welsh Focus

Legacy Ceremonial Grounding
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Liminal Primal Happy
Megalithic Altar Incredible
Monolithic Inspirational
Monument Inspiring
Monumental Interesting
Nature Intriguing
Neolithic Impressive
Old Magic
Past Magical
Place Magnificent
Present Majestic
Preserved Manicured
Prehistoric Meaningful
Reconstructed Mystery
Significant Mysterious
Stone Mystical
Stones Otherworldly
Technology Overhyped
Timeless Overinflated
Overrated
Peaceful
Pinup
Relaxing
Renaissance
Safe
Special

Spectacular

Stability

Stately

Thoughtprovoking
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Truth

Uncanny

Underwhelming

Unimpressive

Unique

Vulnerable

Welcoming

Wonder

Wonderful

4.F: Thematic coding results foru@stionl3, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)
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healing england interesting
archaeology _
manicured

erwhel _important swone tourists  precious
ical underwhelmin, SR
archaeological £ intriguing

Impressive

spirituality national

monument

awe-inspiring

ancestors inspiring  awesome landscape unique
peaceful diche  Stones thought-provoking present crucible wonderful
dull piny, PK contested nationalistic temple higtoric ancestral
sacred nnol incredible b awe (oo - _
technology Jluabl "0 rocks . 8¢ Unimpressive SOCI solstices
.. aggrandised valuable |
significance old timeless Spiritua
cmgmatic preseeved cultral an01e£]t't monolithic P meaningful
spectacular over-inflated hegutiful geba! al magical future
comple blocks 1 first myStlc Jlithi wonder
x ar; megalithic significant
fascinating SpCClal 1C Onlc chronocrator

paganism

spensive MYSITY  peritage ~ prehistoric
mySterlouShIStory n3011thlc tourlSty emou:annectians

focus
reconstructed funerary astronomy theme

powerful essential

overrated famers experience

4.41: An initial word cloud of @estion13: How would you describe Stonehenge in three words
2021
(T. Grist Parker)

Past
Ancestral

Focus

Connection
Awe-Inspiring 4
Intention  Meaningful
Unde'rwhelmm!., Bormg

Histor
Otherwm Idly

Reconstructed  Legacy
Fascinating [mportant
Symbolic  Grounding
Essential - Powerful
Aggrandised  Knowledge
Atmospheric Conflicted

Ceremonial Stability

Unique
Overrated Understanding

Monument
Contested  Everlasting

Mystical varge

First farmers Negalithic
Numinous Astronomy
Ritualistic

Cathedral %rglg)r{zulg

Significan

Compulswe Sensuous
Special /\wessome
Eyewashed Mysl:lgr:t;
Claustrophobic

Relaxing Peaceful
Over-hyped Technology
Neolithic Welsh
Earth Archaeology

Prehistoric
rucible

Over-inflated Historical
Intriguing  Extracting

Stones

Community-p;
Cliche l'uncless Paganism

Primal
Monumental pecious

Wonder W

onderful
Uncanny Emotional
Magic

Commercialised Divisive
Impressive Preserved
. Pin-
Pre-Druid  Enigmatic
Tourists Strength

Nationalistic Manicured
Renaissance

Vulnerable Spectacular
Thought-provoking
.

Beautiful

three words?, 2021

(P. Grist)

Present power

ol tar A Safe Landscape® Solstices Place ()4
iritiar=A CN b= Ancestors

Healing Future

Sterlous Valuable Contentious

Vortex
Death

Ancestry Liminal

Inspirational
Echo Welcoming
Inspiring

Monolithic

Incredible
Heritage
Priceless Majestic
Unimpressive
Happy  History

Magical

Stately Magnificent
Stone Continuity
Interesting
Expensive Global

Celebration

4.42: Creative interpretation of a word cloud ofi€stion13: How would you describe Stonehenge
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4.G: Table of Usable Result$or Question 15

Survey Response Number | Text

2 Exaggerated, Accessible, Popular
4 Constant, Old, Magical

5 Heritage, Educational, Spiritual

7 Holy sight, Worshipped

8 Cultural, Ownership, Identify

9 Inspiring, Mysterious, Historic

10 Landmark, Connected heritage

11 Educational, HeritageArchaeological
13 Symbolic, Tourist attraction

14 Inspires, Art, Archaeology

15 Inaccessible, Heated

16 Intriguing, Debatable, Tourism

17 History, Education, Inspiration

20 Iconic, Historic, Relevant

21 Contested, Misunderstood, Controversial
22 Monument, Tourism, History

30 Culturedefining, Masterpiece, Photogenic
31 Spooky, Curious, Interesting

32 Symbol, Idea, Conflict

33 Tangible, Heritage, Commercial

34 Spiritual, Cultural, Archaeological
38 Unifying, Symbolic, Shared

41 Public interest, High profile

42 Misunderstood, Tourist, Mysterious
43 Spinal Tap

44 Heritage, Paganism, Solstice

45 Privileged, Informative, Heritage

46 Archaeology, Discovery, Learning
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47 Identity, Alternative, Political

48 Odd, Theories, Brexit

51 Politicized, Misappropriated, Contegtependent
53 Ancestors, Peace, Mystery

55 Recognisable, Mystery, Antiquity

57 Druids, Solstice, Archaeology

58 Beliefs, Environmental, Remembrance
59 Tourism,Controversial, Landmark
60 History, Subcultures, Ageless

62 Thoughtprovoking, Ancestorial

64 Tourist attraction, Pseudoscience
65 Iconic, Tradition, Ancient

70 Significant, Stability, Mysterious

71 Meaningful, Ancestral, Inclusive

72 Old, Boring, What

74 Everlasting, Pilgrimage, Connection
75 Distant, Mischaracterized

76 Emboldening, Free, Unique

77 History, Paganism, Secrets

79 Culture, Heritage, History

80 Guide, Peacenaker, Teacher

81 Historical, SpiritualConnection

82 Anthropological, Spiritual, Social

83 Nature, Society, Ingenuity

85 Historic, Picturesque, Spiritual

87 Knowledge, Understanding, Respect
88 Iconic, Historic, Spiritual

89 Historic, Sacred

90 History, Ancestors, Identity
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93

Spiritual, Historic, Engineering

96 Heritage, Culture, History

97 Spiritual, Educational, Mysterious
99 Heritage, Worship, Healing

100 Ancient, History, Wonder

101 Historical, Ritual, Commerce
102 Past, Present, Future

103 Spiritual, Transformational, Educational
104 Legacy, Roots, Future

107 Educational, History, Path maker
108 Historic, Tourism, Money

111 Historical, Heritage, Spiritual
112 Symbolic, Historical, Old

113 Curiosity, Tourist, Checklist

116 History, Imagination, Interest
119 Confused, Lacking, Required
122 Heritage, Common, Indigeneity
123 Sacred, Unique, Vulnerable

124 Memory, Culture, Time

125 Ancestors, Spirits, Temple

127 Rave, Tension, Iconic

128 Majesty, Power, Earth

129 Symbolic, Attraction

132 History, Origins, Sacred

4.G: Usable results from @estionl5, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)



4.H: Table of Unusable Resultfor Question 15

Survey Response Number | Text

1 Important historical site

3 More atourist visitor spot than cultural

6 Historical party ground

12 Political appropriation (of cultural) heritage

18 Provides an area of focus for some. Archaeologically can undersg
the significance of this but equally can see from apkxgon/
someone not archaeologically minded (uneducated?) how this m
come across as just a big pile of stones.

19 Inspires modern culture

23 Important for learning

24 Must be respected

25 Publicity for history

26 link with past

27 Money, Flexible relevance

28 Used in comedy

29 Misunderstood by idiots

35 Link to ancients

36 What 6s the point

37 Famous British heritage

39 Very relevant

40 Popular tourist attraction

49 Cultural identity link

50 Comfortingly durableancestramessaging

52 Not very relevant

54 International tourist destination

56 It is of relevance to contemporary culture in that it enables us to
at ourselves. It is also useful window into the place of modern
archaeology irtontemporary culture.

61 Evocative of past

63 Our ancestors
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66 Pivot of UK

67 Reawakening community spirit

68 Tangible spiritual reminder

69 Lost its relevance

73 Neo-pagan centre

78 Connection to ancestors

84 Living history

86 Spreading peace ethos

91 Irrelevant visit Avebury

92 Not important

94 Popular tourist attraction

95 A magical place

98 British origin symbol

105 Human growth development

106 History, Knowledge, Legacy

109 Link with ancestors

110 Place of peace

114 Significant tourist income

115 Window into past

117 Remembrance of ancestors

118 Tourist dayout destination

120 It is THE best known British prehistoric site. The centre of the
spiritual countesculture, of whichPaganism is a part.

121 Research is key

126 Solstice/Equinox observations

130 Monument bridging generations

131 An interesting site




4.1: Table of Word Frequency Results for Question 15

Word Frequency
History 11
Heritage 10
Spiritual 10
Historic 7
Educational 5
Historical 4
Mysterious 4
Tourism 4
Symbolic 4
Iconic 4
Oold 3
Culture 3
Sacred 3
Archaeology 3
Ancestors 3
Identity 2
Unique 2
Mystery 2
Tourist 2
Paganism 2
Solstice 2
Ancient 2
Future 2
Misunderstood 2
Controversial 2
Connection 2
Landmark 2
Archaeological 2
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Tourist attraction

Cultural

Identify

Inspiring

Popular

Constant

Magical

Pseudoscience

Inspires

Art

Inaccessible

Heated

Inspiration

Education

Intriguing

Debatable

Monument

Druids

Symbol

Relevant

Anthropological

Spinal Tap

Origins

Tangible

Connected heritage

Ownership

Holy sight

Worshipped

Exaggerated

Accessible
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Spooky

Conflict

Interesting

Idea

Contested

Culturedefining

Masterpiece

Photogenic

High profile

Public interest

Commercial

Shared

Unifying

Ancestral

Earth

Majesty

PeaceMaker

Guide

Power

Picturesque

Healing

Money

Path maker

Temple

Engineering

Past

Informative

Alternative

Odd

Theories
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Brexit

Political

Politicized

Privileged

Learning

Discovery

Confused

Lacking

Vulnerable

Rave

Attraction

Boring

What

Roots

Legacy

Required

Interest

Checklist

Indigeneity

Common

Worship

Teacher

Significant

Contextdependent

Misappropriated

Peace

Recognisable

Antiquity

Remembrance

Environmental

18
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Beliefs

Sub-cultures

Ageless

Thoughtprovoking

Ancestorial

Tradition

Stability

Meaningful

Inclusive

Everlasting

Pilgrimage

Distant,

Mischaracterized

Emboldening

Free

Secrets

Social

Nature

Society

Ingenuity

Knowledge

Understanding

Respect

Wonder

Ritual

Commerce

Present

Transformational

Curiosity

Imagination
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Memory 1
Time 1
Spirits 1
Tension 1

4.J: Table of Thematic Coding Resultdor Question 15

Archaeology Religion and Culture Emotive

and History Beliefs

Ancestors Beliefs Ageless Boring Accessible
Ancient Druids Art Confused Brexit
Ancestorial Guide Commerce Connection Conflict
Antiquity Healing Commercial Curiosity Contested
Archaeology Holy sight Culture Distant Contextdependent
Archaeological | Identify Cultural Emboldening Controversial
Earth Paganism Culturedefining | Everlasting Debatable
Engineering Path maker Education Free Exaggerated
Environmental | Peace Educational Idea Heated

Future Peacemaker Iconic Imagination High profile
Heritage Pilgrimage Identity Interest Inaccessible
Historic Ritual Knowledge Interesting Inclusive
Historical Sacred Popular Intriguing Misappropriated
History Solstice Recognisable Inspiration Mischaracterized
Ingeniety Spirits Relevant Inspires Misunderstood
Ingenuity Spiritual Social Inspiring Ownership
Landmark Teacher Society Lacking Political

Legacy Temple Spinal Tap Magical Politicized
Nature Worship Symbol Majesty Pseudoscience
Old Worshipped Symbolic Masterpiece Public interest
Past Sub-cultures Memory Shared

Present Tourism Meaningful Tension
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Theories Tourist Mysterious Unifying
Time Tourist attraction| Mystery

Tradition Odd

Unique Photogenic

Picturesque

Privileged

Remembrance

Respect

Required

Roots

Secrets

Significant

Spooky

Stability

Tangible

Thoughtprovoking

Transformational

Understanding

Vulnerable

What

Wonder
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misappropriated shared Cl].ltura.l

interest  Culture-defining
identify context-dependent
high international

link Photogenic
recognisable

jve famous i theories
alternative evocative
conflict commercial  curious antiquity tO l Irl St
arChanIOgy l discovery comfortingly
ageless . .
politicised ldentlty public tourlsm
profile

political

ancestral h rl tap
brexit  druids e ge
symbol spiritual tangible archacological i
h- iconic peace solsice unifying ownership
1 -t r}( o magical durable interesting 1YY t
Sto bpmdl|::(:|11tl‘0versia.l paganism ys ery
Monument  Constant J environmental ancestralmessaging

ol
remembrance past destination idea beliefs landmark
Spooky misunderstood ancient odd
popular mysterious sub-cultures pseudoscience
ancestors sostice graction
4.43: An initial word cloud of @estionl 5: How woul d you descrit

contemporary culture in three words?, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Y Ritual 1pformative
Exaggerated _
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. Knowledge
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Remembrance IPublic interest
Anthropologica

“Solstice

Alternative SymbOllC
IS)iscover Y Culture-defining
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4.44: Creative interpretation of a word cloud ofi€3tionl 5 :
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relevance to contemporary culture ingdwords?, 2021
(P. Grist)
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Question 16: Do you think that politicians should influence the
access of Stonehenge?

=Yes =No

4.45: Politiciansdé6 influence on access to
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 16: Do you think that politicians should influence the
access of Stonehenge?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

m16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m 56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4 . 46: Politicianso6 influence on access to
(T. Grist Parker)



Question 16: Do you think that politicians should influence the
access of Stonehenge?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer
447:Pol i ticiansd influence o Gendecidertiy202lt o St oneh
(T. Grist Parker)
Question 16: Do you think that politicians should influence the
access of Stonehenge?
(analysed by Beliefs)
Yes =
———

_—
==
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
= Christian = Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sam#s1y other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

| Spiritual m Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist = No beliefs

m Other ® Undecided

448:Pol iticiansd influence oBeliddls2628ss t o
(T. Grist Parker)
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Participants were asked about wheth@liticians should influence Stoneige access

due to past events in Stonehengeds moder |
court injunction and the exclusion years. 87% of participants were against politician
influence at Stonehenge but 13% agtevith it. When analysed by age, there were no
obvious correlations, although more participants agedi54dgreed with politician

influence than was expected. Similarly, gender identity did not show any obvious

themes. It was interesting that some Drwadd Pagans agree with political influence, as

it was thought that they would all be ag:
Pagans.

Stonehenge and its Landscape

After guiding participants to think about their own relationship with Stonehémgye,

were then encouraged to think about Stonehenge in relation to the landscape that
surrounds it. Although Stonehenge is the main attraction for many visitors, the
landscape it resides in is rich with archaeology and prehistoric monuments. The purpose
of this set of questions was to gain an understanding of how patrticipants interact with
the landscape around Stonehenge and whether they would like it to be used differently.
Participants were also asked about the A303 Tunnel and festivals to gauge their
opinions of these in relation to the Stonehenge landscape.

Question 17: Have you ever visited the Stonehenge Visitor Centre at
Airman'’s Cross?

=Yes = No

4.49: Visiting the Stonehenge Visitor Centiz021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 17: Have you ever visited the Stonehenge Visitor Centre at
Airman's Cross?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

450: Visiting the Stonehenge Visitor Centemalysed by Age2021
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 17: Have you ever visited the Stonehenge Visitor Centre at
Airman'’s Cross?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
m Male mFemale ® Transgender Male ® Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

451:Visiting theStonehenge Visitor Centranalysed by Gender identit3021
(T. Grist Parker)



Question 17: Have you ever visited the Stonehenge Visitor Centre at
Airman's Cross?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Yes

0 5 10 15 20 25

Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Samésy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

| Spiritual m Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs

m Other m Undecided

4 52: Visiting the Stonehenge Visitor Centanalysed by Belief£021
(T. Grist Parker)

This section began with asking the respondents whether they had ever visited the
Stonehenge Visitor Centré.hi s question was specificall
Crossd so participant scentrethabvassopeaed ;12013 was
The vistor centres alarge partabt o n e h e n g ea® & all@avs Yisitoasdotlearn n
aboutarchaeology and Neolithic lifes well as providing necessasgstfacilities. Out

of 142 participants, 58% had visited the Stonehenge Visitor Centre, although a
sumprisingly large number (42%) had never been. Stonehenge can of course, be viewed
from NT land, or along the public bridleway near the site soutid be argued that a

number of participants prefer to viewtliis way, rather than participating in ttvdole
touristexperience available from EH
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When question 17 was analysed by age and gender, it was evident there was a spread of
categories across both graphs. Beliefs was more interesting. The results indicated that a
more Beliefs had visited the visitcentre than not and more Pagans and Druids had

visited than not visited. This was interesting to the researcher as in other parts of the
survey British Pagans have expressed opi |
that they feel its more of adrist destination than a sacred site. So it was thought that
perhaps they would be less likely to visit the EH visitor centre due to this. When visits
were analysed by number of times, the majority of survey participants had visited 10
times or under. Tkiwas not unusual, given that cost of entry and tickets, plus the fact

that the visitor centre has only been open 8 years. 4 participants had vist@dirb@s

and 3 20+. For someone to have visited 20+ sed@times) in 8 years would have

meant thattiey visited the EH visitor centre from 2 to 6 times each year depending on

the total number of visits

The researcher was not expecting as many participants to have visited more than 10
times but the responses were made clearer when analysed by agejdgnte and

beliefs. Those who had visited 20+ times were aged® 5155 and 7630, so within

the upper ages of the participants. And no one aged under 40 had been more than 10
times. The only gender identities who had been more than 10 times weranda

female but there was not a wide range present in the dataset. The researcher had
expected that those who had ranked their visits as 20+ times would have been either
Pagan or Druid but this was not the case. 2 Druids had visit@ fithes but mosif

them and all Pagans had visited 10 times or under. Those who had visited the most were
Atheist, Other and Spiritual respectively.

Question 17a: How many times have you visited the Stonehenge
Visitor Centre at Airman's Cross?

100+ times
50+ times
20+ times [
10 - 20 times [

<10 time: |

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

® Number of participants

453: Number of Visits to the Stonehenge Visitor Cen?@1
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 17a: How many times have you visited the Stonehenge
Visitor Centre at Airman's Cross?
(analysed by Age)

100+ times

50+ times

20+ tiMES m—

10 - 20 times n——
P

I
SUS e .
I

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

216-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.54: Number of Visits to the Stohenge Visitor Centre, analysed by Age21
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 17a: How many times have you visited the Stonehenge
Visitor Centre at Airman's Cross?
(analysed by Gender identity)

100+ times
50+ times
20+ times
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4.55:Number of Visits to the Stonehenge Visitor Centre, analysed by Gender id2d#ty,

(T. Grist Parker)

Question 17a: How many times have you visited the Stonehenge

Visitor Centre at Airman's Cross?
(analysed by Beliefs)

100+ times
50+ times
20+ times ——

10 - 20 times

<10 times
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m Christian m Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

mThe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sais1y other Christian denomination
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m Spiritual ® Muslim
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m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist m No beliefs

u Other m Undecided

456: Number of Visits to the Stonehenge Visitor Centre, analysed by B&GH4,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 18: Have you been to visit sites in the landscape that
surrounds Stonehenge?

No

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

mENo mYes

457: Visits to other sites in the Stonehenge landsc2(2]
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 18: Have you been to visit sites in the landscape that
surrounds Stonehenge?
(for example, Durrington Walls or the Cursus)
(analysed by Age)

B
-

Yes

No

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

m16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.58: Visits to other sites in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed b20%je,
(T. Grist Parker)



Question 18: Have you been to visit sites in the landscape that
surrounds Stonehenge?
(for example, Durrington Walls or the Cursus)
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No
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Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4 59: Visits to other sites in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Gender i2eafity,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 18: Have you been to visit sites in the landscape that
surrounds Stonehenge?
(for example, Durrington Walls or the Cursus)
(analysed by Beliefs)

No
I
0 5 10 15 20 25
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual = Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish ® Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other m Undecided

4.60: Visits to other sites in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Bafli&fs,
(T. Grist Parker)

When asked about other archaeological sites in the Stonehenge landscape, most
participants had visited them. 37 out of the 142 had not, but some people amaret

of the other monuments in the Stonehenge landscape or they are not seen as accessible
or of interest as Stonehenge. Participants from all age ranges had visited other sites,
although older participants were more likely to have done so. The anontiaily in

statement was that a large number oRBlyears olds had visited other sites in the
landscape. This could be explained by the survey distribution as it was sent round the
BU Archaeology and Anthropology department, one of key trips for studenots is t
Stonehenge, Woodhenge and Durrington Walls so it could be assumed that there were
several participants who were students of BU.

In terms of gender identity, participants from all genders present in the data set
answered Oyes0 t owetehaoobviou aremalidas.dnterestimgly, t h e r
Druids and No Beliefs were the participants who had visited other sites the most, with

over 20 participants from each. A larger amount of Pagans had too, though there was a
not insignificant number of Pagans andulds who had not. From this, it could be

concluded that other sites in the Stonehenge landscape are just as important to British
Pagans as Stonehenge.



Question 19: Would you like more extensive access to the
Stonehenge landscape?

Yes =No

4.61: More access to the Stonehenge landscape, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 19: Would you like more extensive access to the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Age)

Yes
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462: More access to the @tehenge landscape, analysed by 2§21
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 19: Would you like more extensive access to the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No
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Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.63: More access to the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Gender i2ig2tity,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 19: Would you like more extensive access to the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Yes _

-
T —
—
No
-—
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination
m Druid mPagan
| Spiritual m Muslim
m Sikh m Hindu
m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
m Other m Undecided

4.64: More access to the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by BEIRfs,
(T. Grist Parker)

40

Most participants wanted more extensive access to the Stonehenge landscape,
suggesting an interest in the countryside around the monuArelysis age indicated
that allages were interested in this, with the majority cfBlyears olds answering
Oyesd6 to this qiu6eyearoldsnMost paditipaniswhodanstvered 5 6
6yesd were women and an over whel
Stonehengéandscape. All Pagan, Spiritual, Buddhist, Atheist and Christian participants
agreed. This could potentially indicate that regardless of Belief, many participants are

nterested in further access, perhaps
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Question 20: Would you like the Stonehenge landscape to be used in
a different way to how it is used now?

=Yes = No

4.65: Different uses of the Stonehenge landscapal
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 20: Would you like the Stonehenge landscape to be used in
a different way to how it is used now?
(analysed by Age)

Yes
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4.66: Different uses of the Stonehenge landscape, analysed bg0%je,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 20: Would you like the Stonehenge landscape to be used in
a different way to how it is used now?
(analysed by Gender identity)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.67: Different uses of the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Gender id@afity,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 20: Would you like the Stonehenge landscape to be used in
a different way to how it is used now?
(analysed by Beliefs)

I
Yes _
__
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| —
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m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination
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| Spiritual m Muslim
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Atheist = No beliefs

m Other ® Undecided

4.68: Different uses of the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by B2fs,
(T. Grist Parker)
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55% of participants wanted the Stonehenge landscape to be used in a different way to
how it is currently, with 69% wanting public events &ppen again. Age and gender
identity did not necessarily shed light on this but when question 20 was analysed by
Beliefs, it was obvious that British Pagans were the majority for wanting the landscape
around Stonehenge used in a different way. Those vemtifiiéd as No beliefs were the
main Belief option who answered 6nod6 to
British Pagans want the Stonehenge landscape to be used in a different way due to their
Beliefs so that they could have more freedom taoat ceremonies and rituals, as

indicated in other sections of the survey. For public events (question 21),the majority of
the younger participants (aged under 40 at the time of the survey) were for having

public events, with a considerable number of ¢haged 460, although all participant

aged 71 to 80 were against it. When analysed by Beliefs, similarly to question 20, most
Pagans and Druids wanted public events again but interestingly so did those who were
No beliefs. It is evident from this that ge2No belief participants are interested in

public events in the Stonehenge landscape but not necessarily having more access.

Question 21: Would you like public events to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?

=Yes - No

4.69: Public events in the Stonehenge landscz(iz]
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 21: Would you like public events to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Age)

Yes
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4.70: Public events in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed b20Xde,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 21: Would you like public events to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Gender identity)
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m Male mFemale ® Transgender Male ® Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.71: Public events in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Gender iZeatity,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 21: Would you like public events to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Beliefs)
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m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsiy other Christian denomination
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4.72: Public events in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Blifs,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 22: Would you like festivals to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?

=Yes s NoO



4.73: Festivals in the Stonehenge landscapal
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 22: Would you like festivals to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscé)e
(analysed by Age)

Yes
__
No
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4.74: Festivals in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by@zfe,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 22: Would you like festivals to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Gender identity)
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m Male m Female m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.75: Festivals in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by Gender i@égtlty,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 22: Would you like festivals to happen again in the
Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Yes

e
No-
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Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day SamAsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other ® Undecided

4.76: Festivals in the Stonehenge landscape, analysed by B2)i2is,
(T. Grist Parker)

Despite most participants wanting further access and public events in the Stonehenge
landscapes it was evident that the majority were against festivals happening near
StonehengeOnly 38% of participants wanted festivals again comgao 62% who
answered 6nobé. This data will be compar e
had some interesting aspects. For example, when analysed by age, partciipants aged
between 16 and 25 were for festivals whereas participants agédl\Bberemostly

against it. Interestingly a large number of%8 year olds were against festivals, despite
several of this age range having gone to the Stonehenge Free Festivals.

It could be said that older participants are generally more aware of the damseg cau

by festivals and are less likely to go to them on the whole, not being the target audience.
Gender identity did not necessarily have an impact but the researcher was surprised that
so many Druid participants were against festivals in the landscapesThscussed

further in the analysis of question 23 and the results from these 2 questions indicate that
several British Pagans who took part in the survey find festivals unsuitable for the
Stonehenge landscape, due to its sacredness and the riskpoitbal experience.



4.K: Table of Thematic CodingResultsfor Question 23 (Do you have any
comments on festivals in the Stonehenge landscape?)

Archaeology and History

The free festivals were a phenomenon but the archaeology is too fragile tamti8wape (physical and
intangible) is too contested.

| think it is important to protect the whole Stonehenge landscape against the potential damage or org
mass gatherings

Depending on the scale, music festivals could be a nice idea. Howevemith@lenty of other locations th
would be better suited. The placement of a festival of on any heritage site can have a negative impag
landscapes, litter and trample being the most obvious. Despite this some small and well managed ey
would be interesting.

Risk of damage to archaeology

| think Stonehenge is a delicate site that needs protecting.

They should not damage the World Heritage Site

Too much archaeology here. Other places are more suitable

| don't think the infrastructure to support them can be built without
damaging the environment

| think the area should be protected because there are maybe ancient artefacts eetil@mamts that coul
be damages by a large amount of people.

I'm not a fan. It's a great backdrop, and | appreciate it's probably always been a place for communal
gatherings. | just worry about the impact on the landscape.

The land round Stonehengean important wildlife and plant area, this
may get damaged/disrupted by festivals

| think festivals are ok as long as they are held responsibly and do not harm the land and structures.

The above have to be tempered with absolute reverence forabdaritdscapes and history. Crass
advertising and corporate events would damage the archaeology.so events would be very small scal
relevant to the Stonehenge Landscape story. The access | would favour would be a protective walkw
Durrington Walt to the Bluestonhenge, adjacent to the Avenue, to the stones, then to the Cursus, the
Stone and

back via Woodhenge. Allow people to feel the journey of the Ancients.

Nothing that can potentially damage the landscape.

They should be done very carefully, to not destroy the place

Intimate festivals of managed numbers to protect the site.

Festivals are ok,but could modify negatively the landscape.

Its an anciensite and should be treated with respect. Festivals of any kind shouldn't be held there, in
protect the stones and preserve it for future generations.

Too damaging to WHS
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| 6m all for peopl e st il lkreacHowevdr, hwoulthbgard ofi thennonument
people canét access it during these times. I
of people, especially locals.

| think access needs to be carefully monitored so that we dod# the
landscape yet we should allow people to physically connect to the
landscape.

There's a risk of damage to the archaeology and the ecology of the area. Festivals do not respect the
vulnerability of the monument and landscape.

Too destructive tohe archaeology present.

Large festivals would be likely to cause damage.

The monument itself requires protection from festival goers, but the wider landscape could be used.

With the best will in the world festivals would always increaseptitential of harm to the archaeological
record

No as not everyone appreciates the importance of the landscape

| think there's potential for festivals in the landscape but they would have to be carefully managed to
minimise damage.

Aslongat heyére not damaging the site

Too much damage.

It would need to be very well organised and controlled to ensure no damage

| think the current land use is as relevant to Stonehenge as any contrivance or theory currently in vog
the extent of th prehistoric landscape is vast and that needs to be conveyed to the public especially s
children.

As long as they don't cause significant damage to the site then festivals
and events would be great

Any new music festival would need to be a-fartprofit event but would
have to carefully guard against damage to the archaeological landscape.

The landscape needs to be respected and protected not used and abused

Was sympathetic when younger but now realise the level of damage they dtatawltoape and
archaeology.

People would sneak off and probably damage archaeology

So long as they do no damage

Not a problem if respectful and stones are protected

| think it would be really cool, not so sure those who see the stonehenge lanasealandscape of
ancestors would be quite so enthusiastic. Music festivals can have quite a large footprint, which woul
require appropriate mitigation

As long as the historical material is not disturbed, why not? At Glastonbury they also holdead festi

Provided they are respectful & relevant.
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Archaeology suggests it was used as a festival area so providing no damage occurs it would seem o
again.

As long as they treat the area respectfully | see no issue with having festivateenstanes or on the
landscape.

What, exactly, is the Stonehenge landscape? What circumference? Keep it
all at Worthy farm.

| think it is an incredible place but festivals run the chance of destruction, | think if there is a space wi
landscapevhere destruction of archaeology could be kept to a minimum then it would be amazing to h
music festivals again

| don't see that they would do any harm to the area in any way

I think itds important t h esspectfuiyeinckding eeindused aselfestiv
site, so long as attendees are held responsible for clean up and care.

Too much risk of damage and loss of sanctity.

Religion and Beliefs

Music festivals now are not at all suitable for such a $ite.loud and too
much infrastructure. This is a very sacred site and should be regarded as such, even if it's not what e
comes to the site with in mind.

They would be a wonderful addition to our phenomenological experience of this unique site

They mustbeeeb or war d, everyone should respect the

My visit to Stonehenge actually converted me to druidry. | felt so different among the stones and liste
the winter solstice ceremony. | would like the religious nadune sanctity to be preserved as well as
allowing respectful public access

Should be kept a peaceful place

Any festivals should honour the spiritual nature of the landscape, which is deserving of honour, care
respect.

I'm concerned that peopleha do not hold Stonehenge in as much regard as those who view it in a spif
light might harm the stones if giving unfettered access to it.

This land is sacred and should be preserved

As long as the (spirit of) place is respected prodected

On sites as close as possible but not disturbing the ancient remains or sanctity of it.

Open publicly to pagan/Druid events and historical features not touchable by public

| think they should be closely monitored for preservation purposes.

It is a spiritual site and needs to respected and safe guarded

Events must be pagan first, relevant and respectful. Not a free for all drug fest.

All pagan, Druid and Celtic religious festivals should be allowed to celebrate within the hehgeiases
are always treated with respect. Music within the stones would sound fantastic because of the acous
stones.
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Music festivals would attract many genuine pagans but also a lot of people
who are just there floarn dt hweo ud cdr anioc 6d.o ulbat margees utl g
guess large amounts of litter.

Too many people looking for a party to make it in any way a spiritual experience.

| think an ancient sacred site is an inappropriate venue for asanget

Access to be able to hold rituals and ceremonies as well as festivals, although something like the Me
festival would be perfect. Any wider use must be sensitive to the needs of the landscape and not mal
of the ground or what lies benkat.

Yes Durrington Walls was and is the place of celebrations and festivals.

On the one hand, | would really like to join druid celebrations in Stonehenge, but on the other hand |
like the place to stay as natural and unaffected by peoplesaile, considering its historic and cultural
value.

For some, Stonehenge relates to their spiritual practice & experience. To that end, accessibility is pa
within the understanding that events do not lead to the degradation of the site moutsdings. There is

surely a mutually conducive arrangement thar can be made to allow greater access while maintaining
preserving the integrity of the site.

Culture

Stonehenge was a community gathering place in history and if at all possibieltd see that continue, ag
that is what is meant for

| think festivals would be wonderful. Especially to our community to get together and be happy and sk
with each other

Festivals for the purpose of making money should not be allowed. But mhopllel be allowed to access,
and celebrate the site without causing harm to it.

As it is a place of significance for a variety of people and groups of scientists, people of faith, as well
people just interested in its history/cultural history, fedsicould range from themed events to moaky
(e.g. music) festivals, if it is possible to connect the two in any way.

Not at the stones. But a heritage festival nearby could be fantastic

Not in the current form of commercial mus$gstivals that just happen to be at Stonehenge, they should
done differently so that it is part of an overall stonehenge experience

From what | personally witnessed we were all respectful and using the site for part of what it was orig
intendedl t hink that bit gets forgotten. I'tds a p
that peace is the key. | believe small gatherings still happen on the solstices

Emotive

Not necessary, other venues more appropriate

Largely irrelezant

We did nobody any harm

They brought the magic alive and people together.

The only things | do not like about the festivals is the mess they leave behind

| would prefer to preserve the landscape for quiet enjoyment
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Pointless. Utterly pointless.

Inappropriate

In adjacent fields | wouldn't have an issue.

The area gets quite a bit of traffic as is.

Intrusive, filthy, noisy.

No objection to festivals in the landscape per se, but concerns over how they would play out

Temporary autonomous zone...

Should be controlled

The Solstice festivals are a great idea butd&elusionary feels little is to done to encourage this changg
demographic

| understand the desire to protect the monument and it's surroundings, but | also feel that narratives 3
be dominated entirely by academics or archaeologists whotarg on making the landscape around it a
living museum. Access should be supervised of course and damage entirely prevented but we also n
have areas whereby interaction with the

monument and it's landscape occurs.

| wish you could touch the stones on normal visitor days

As part of the section on Stonehenge and Landsqaestion 23&askedparticipants

whether they had any views on fests/dlhe survey questions for this section were

designed so that they would build tapthis final question. The researcher wanted to
understand how participants felt about current uses of the landscape, whether they
wanted more access and in what way they wanted to access the land around Stonehenge.
For example, were they open to theadd public events happening near Stonehenge

but opposed to festivals?

Question 23 resulted in a lot of textual data, and it was clear that participants had
contrasting views on the topic. Out of 95 responses, the three main Thematic Code
categoreswereArchaeology and History Mresponses), Religion and Belief2)and
Emotive (11). Surprisingly, only5 responses could be categorised as Political, With

as Cultural. 1 was unable to be categorised. The researcher had expected, considering
St o n e b Estory with festivals, that participant answers would have been more
political. But it seemed that participants were less concerned with the political aspect of
festivals in the Stonehent¢gndscape and more worried about the environmental and
archaeolgical damage that would results from festivals being held in the local area
surrounding thenonument.

When analysing the survey data that were

was interesting that certain words kept appearing in participgpomses. For example,
common words were O6protectdé or Orespect 6.
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of festivals and Stonehenge, that they think festivals would not respect the landscape
0its an ancient site an Hdatisshooldbegrotbceed t r eat
against the potenti al i mpact of festival:
protectingo.

The key concern held by survey participants about festivals in the Stonehenge landscape
was damage to the archaeology, land, rad&und environment. Out of 40 total
responses, 21 of these used 6damaged i n
throughout the responses for question 23
the more detail ed: Otécted bedausdthetelmaybea[sick a s h o
ancient artefacts or human settlements that could be damaged by a large amount of

peopl ed. Despite the prevalence of O6dama
were not completely against festivals in the Stongkdandscape, provided they were

Ohel d responsibly and do not harm the | al
responses were c¢clearly against the idea
the stones and pr es er vcegnisetthatfestivals fvauldmot e g e
6respect the vulnerability of the monume|
One participant explained succinctly, st

but that the archaeology of the Stonehen:
landscape itself, both physically and intangibly is too contested for festiVadgpen

again. Given the scrutiny that large UK festivals such as Glastonbury face, it is very
unlikely that festivals would be able to take place near Stonehenge again, and it is
evident from the participant responses discussed that people are concetndbeab

potential damage to the archaeological recihrcbuld be argued that participant views

on festivals in the Stonehenge landscape are influenced by current mainstream media. In
recent years, there has been an increased focus on the impact afsfestiether that

be festival sizing issues and noise complaints,-deleged deaths, or damage to the
environmentAnother potential influence on participant views could be the media
coverage of the Stonehenge Free Festivals and the impact they hadSoordhenge
landscapeThe extent to which there could be a connection between participant views

and media representationll be discussed further in Chapter 9

It was thought that there might be more responses that could be categorised as Political,
due to Stonehengeds history with festival
OPol itics6 responses could be divided int
and those that wanted Stonehenge to be more inclusive. One participant it was a

@d emporary autonomous zoned which could b
19741984, but is unlikely to happen under the current government, others argued that if
festivals were to take place they should be controlled and were concerned about how

they would take place. It was interesting that one participant thought that the Solstice
festivals were exclusionary and stated t|
change of demographicd. 't i s diaterhentcul t 1
but perhaps they feel that the previous Solstice festivals (the Stonehenge Free

Festivals?) only catered to a certain type of person. Another response centred on
Stonehenge 6dominationdé by academics and
were Ointent on making the | andscape ar ol
with supervised access, they thought that there should be more interaction with the
monument and its landscape. Again, it was unclear whether this participant was for or
against festivals in the Stonehenge landscape but it was evident that they wanted

different interaction with it than what was currently available to them.
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Emotive responses for this question did not particularly add anything to the discussion.
Theserespnses ranged from statements such as

pointlessd to personal opinions such as
gui et enjoyment 6. Most of the Emotive re:
although2ver e f or them, one regarded festival
togetherdé at Stonehenge. This view was s|
the 6Cultured theme, who argued that f es:
ideaas Stonehenge is a place 6to be cel ebr:

Others were also for Stonehenge festivals, and thought they could be used as part of an
overall Stonehenge experience and that usage by different events, such as cultural

history ones could attract a variety of people if they were done in-aoromercial

way unli ke écurrent commerci al music fes:

Regarding 6Religion and Beliefsdéd it was |
people had strong views on festivalghe Stonehenge landscape. Common word
choices among the 22 responses were O6sac|l

they would be 6a wonder f ul addition to o
siteod, many wer e c otonehengeas d saerdd gite, tfestisads mayg e
|l ead to 6too many people |l ooking for a p:;
experienced. Although there were some f ol

they would like greater access to the siteg@ble to hold rituals and ceremonies. One
parti ci panThereissugely a mhutuallly @ohducitve arrangement thar can be
made to allowgreater access while maintaining & preserving the integrity of th@ site

Within this theme, it could be saidaththere were elements of exclusionism. Some
participants were against music festivals but wanted festivals that were relevant to
Pagans or Drui ds, Alypagén, Dausd ard iCeltic llgiousar gue d
festivals should be allowed to celebratiéhinthe hengé . Anot her support
stating that SOpenpmlblidytagpagarsbruidevents abdehistorical
features not touchabley publidd wi t h o n &vestanmnyust begpagarhfisstt 06
Although it is understandable that those who identify as British Pagans would be
concerned about festivals in the Stonehenge landscape, it does seem slightly
exclusionary that they would want British Pagan only festivals as surely cultural

heritage isdr everyone, regardless whether you believe Stonehenge is sacred or not. It

is clear that there is no right or wrong way when it comes to festivals in the Stonehenge
landscape as someone will always have something to say about it.

From the participant sponses for question 23 it is evident that there were many
contrasting views over festivals being held in the Stonehenge landScepe .argued

that the landscape around Stonehenge could be used for festivals, provided this was
done in a respectful way, thiawareness of the importance of the area. However the
majority of participants had concerns and were against festivals using the Stonehenge
landscape as a site as it is sacred to many and is of great archaeological value.

Stonehenge and transport

Stanehenge and transport was the last themed section of the survey before the final
comments page. The questions for this section focused on participant opinions on road
closures, the A303 Tunnel Scheme and participant knowledge of management of
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Stonehenge ahthe surrounding landscape. To help participants with the first couple of
questions, the researcher included sketch maps that they had drawn, showing the A344,
the A303 and the proposed (correct at the time of the survey) A303 Stonehenge Tunnel
Scheme.

From 1900 to 2020, the roads near Stonehenge have changed variably, dependent on
assessed needs of the time. The current debate concerning road schemes and
Stonehenge is of course the A303 Tunnel, which has divided subgroups of society who
are linked to Sinehenge. The researcher was interested to see what participants thought
of the A303 Tunnel Scheme and whether they agreed with the closure of the A344 and
how they would change the A303. The two final questions, which asked participants
who managed Stonebnge and who managed the Stonehe
guestions, but to understand participant perspectives. People often think that the NT or
EH have sole trusteeship of Stonehenge and the surrounding landscape but this is not
the case. The reseashwanted to gauge how many participants were correct about

who managed Stonehenge and who managed most of the landscape around the
monument.

Question 24: Do you think it was a good thing that the A344 closed?

Yes = No

4.77: Closure of the A34£2021(T. Grist Parker)



Question 24: Do you think it was a good thing that the A344 ctsed
(analysed by Age)

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

H16-20m21-24m 25-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.78: Closure of the A344, analysed by Age, POR. Grist Parker)

Question 24: Do you think it was a good thing that the A344 closed?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

f"

No
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male m Female m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.79: Closure of the A344, analysed by Gender identity1 Z02Grist Parker)
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Question 24: Do you think it was a good thing that the A344 closed?
(analysed by Beliefs)

|
No .
-
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day SamAsy other Christian denomination

m Druid m Pagan

| Spiritual m Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other m Undecided

4.80: Closure of the A344, analysed by Beliefs,20R Grist Parker)

For question 24, ost participants agreed that it was a good idea that the #34dd

with a small proportion disagreeing with this statement. Analysed by age, all
participants under 45 answered Oyesb6 to
the younger participants (aged betweerRBpare unlikely to be aware of the impac

the closure had. The Belief analysis indicated that the majority for most Beliefs present
in the dataset believed it was a good thing, with over 30 of these participants identifying
as Druid.

Similarly, almost three quarters of total participants ajtbat the A303 should be
improved, but it was more divisive when it came to the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel
guestion. When analysed by age and beliefs, the data showed that participants of all
ages and beliefs agreed with improvement of the A303 but weresdivnkr the

scheme. For example, the majority of Druids in the survey agree with the improvement
of the A303 in question 25, but most were against the Tunnel Scheme. Overall,
although most of the participants agreed that the A303 should be improvedjdhigyma
disagreed with the idea it should be improved with a tunnel.

However, it should be noted here that there was little leeway in these questions.
Although 62% of participants disagreed with the idea of a tunnel, 70% were against the
Stonehenge Tunn&lcheme. So though these questions were yes or no and give basic
detail, question 28 was included to show the range of participants responses. For
example, some may have disagreed with the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme because they
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believed it was too short amebuld be for it if it was longer. The researcher had
structured this section so there was a build up to the textual question, allowing the
participant to think about how they felt about aspects of improving the A303 before
they gave their opinions on théo8ehenge A3030 Tunnel Scheme itself.

Question 25: Do you think that the A303 should be improved?

Yes = No
4.81: Improvement of the A303, 20ZT. Grist Parker)

Question 25: Do you think that the A303 should be improved?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

0 2

H16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.82: Improvement of the A303, analysed by Age,202 Grist Parker)
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Question 25: Do you think that the A303 should be improved?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.83: Improvement of the A303, analysed by Gender identity]l 202
(T. GristParker)

Question 25: Do you think that the A303 should be improved?
(analysed by Beliefs)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
m Christian = Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist = No beliefs

m Other ® Undecided
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4.84: Improvement of the A303, analysed by Beliefs, 1202
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 26: Do you think that the A303 should be improved with a
tunnel?

=Yes = No

4.85: A303 Improvement and the Tunnel Scheme, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

Question 26: Do you think that the A303 should be improved with a
tunnel?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

m16-20m21-24m 25-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m 56-60" 61-65= 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.86: A303 Improvement and the Tunnel Scheme, analysed by Age, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 26: Do you think that the A303 should be improved with a
tunnel?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.87: A303 Improvement and the Tunnel Scheme, analysed by Gender identity, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

Question 26: Do you think that the A303 should be improved with a
tunnel?
(analysed by Beliefs)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
m Christian ® Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

® The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sasiy other Christian denomination

= Druid mPagan

m Spiritual = Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist mNo beliefs

m Other ® Undecided

4.88: A303 Improvement and the Tunnel Scheme, analysBelmfs, 2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 27: Do you agree with the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme?

=Yes =No

4.89: Agreement with the Stonehenge Tunnel Sche2621 (T. Grist Parker)

Question 27: Do you agree with the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

No

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

m16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m5]1-55m 56-60= 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

490: Agreement with the Stonehenge Tunnel Schemalysed by Age2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 27: Do you agree with the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Yes

No

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.91: Agreement with the Stonehengannel Schemeanalysed by Gender identi®021
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 27: Do you agree with the Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme?
(analysed by Beliefs)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
m Christian ® Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsiy other Christian denomination

= Druid mPagan

m Spiritual = Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish ® Buddhist
Atheist u No beliefs

m Other m Undecided

4.92: Agreement with the Stonehenge Tunnel Schamalysed by Belief£021
(T. Grist Parker)
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4.L: Table of Thematic Coding for Question 28 (Do you have any comments on the
Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme?)

Archaeology and History

Should be kept as it is; no tunnel. If they make a tunnel they are potentially destroying archaeologica
evidence tied to the site

It will destroy archaeology which could be of great importance.

It's much too short. A longer tunnel would probably avoid disturbing the archaeological heritage

It is not respecting the historical importance of the Stonehenge site. It is a poldieal mot an ecological 0
conservation motivation.

This is defiling our heritage

| am against the tunnel construction as it is located too close to the ancient site and, considering the
the Stonehenge landscape isn't completely researchatieyéunnel construction may cause horrific harm
possible artifacts under ground.

| think create a tunnel un a place where could be more archeological area is invasive. Also, why a tur
could be placed in a locacation where isn't a hill or monftai

I think itds outrageous! Destroying ancient,

Il conceived, inappropriate and damaging.

There is too much important archaeology that will be destroyed by the tunnel, and in general we shoy
discouraging car travel in general not increasing road schemes

Too detrimental to the landscape

Seems like the best way to improve the road whilst minimising potential damage to archaeology. It al
provides a good opportunity for tkéscovery of new evidence at the tunnel entrances

It will tear right through the heritage landscape and may put deeper archaeological deposits in dange|
not just move the A303 out of the Stonehenge landscape altogether and create a bypass.

Will cause too much irreparable damage to the World Heritage Site both in archaeological and ecolog
terms. The supposed 'benefits' are not worth the cost.

Il -thought out, destructive of archaeology disaster!

Although | agree in principle that the road it too close to the stones | am totally against destroying mo
the potential archaeology to remove it from view. | am aware that extensive plepdeset archaeology
investigation is being under took but the nature of the potential archaeology could mean that importa
discoveries could be missed.

Don't disturb the landscape

The tunnel should start and finish outside the Stonehenge landscape.

| think we have to comprise between modern conveniences and important heritage, a tunnel can preg
landscape while improving roads

The 'debate’ that was started by certain academics was derogatory towards the commercial sector ar
off as eitist; this doesn't help progress the scheme or improve impressions around aforementioned aq
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As an archaeologist who had worked on the tunnel scheme | can confidently say that it is, has and wi
excavated to a very high standarddoynmercial archaeologists.

Salisbury southern ring road is the answer

A feel a rerouting might be better than a tunnel, but a tunnel is better than no change

Some argue that the road is now part of the historic landscape but | think removireptheddraffic is a
good thing.

Good for Commercial Archaeologists, as it keeps them employed, but its bad for heritage in the UK a
whole.

| think it should be longerboth entrances well outside the World Heritage Area.

The tunnel needs to benger but will be beneficial for the landscape and transport links

As long as it protects and preserves the site with advise from experts, then | see no problem

It has been a long term scheme. Is entirely required for future use as well as curieitassand whilst we
could debate all day about which elements of a scheme are least/ most damaging, it's not going to inj
living/commuting conditions for the current inhabitants. Whilst covid will have seen reduction in traffic
isn't likely tocontinue and | feel that this scheme, alongside other major infrastructure schemes shoul
viewed as investment for future communities and if we can do the excavations sensitively and approy
then we also gain increased knowledge of the monumentwhich originally was excavated with
rudimentary (for now) techniques. Things move on and we should sympathetically engage to try to er
our knowledge, without entirely destroying monuments.

| believe the tunnel should be longer and less invagitiee exits

| think the road should be rerouted

Should be the long tunnel that was agreed but never implemented.

Ideally it could be longer. But the present situation desperately needs improving. Provided the remair]
recordedeffectively, which they will be, then this may be the best chance we have to improve it.

| would rather they divert the A303 away from Stonehenge and make it-aadtiabeway. The tunnel is a
poor solution in every way.

Proposed tunnel is too short

It will cause irreversible damage

As long as they dig deep and do not disturb the upper areas of the landscape, then a tunnel will enal
landscape to return to a more normal setting. Animals will be able to roam without hindrance from roa
traffic.

The original charter gifting Stonehenge to the public said the ground should not be disturbed

Too short, too intrusive, too close

Much as | will miss seeing SH as | drive past, | like the idea of hiding the road. | would though extend
entrance and exit to the tunnel beyond the current plan. Take them outside the immediate landscape

As long as preserved the natural beauty of the land and not encroach further on Stonehenge

Not 100% convinced it \aondscape, batfingeasgressdadhe st ones

Too invasive.




The A303 should be straightened, taking it below Amesbury, away from the unique area.

The planned tunnel is too short and I'm worried about light pollution from the portals at the monumen
the wide landscape.

It's disgusting and ruins the entire landscape as well as push our understanding of Stonehenge back
rushing this tunnel through which will destroy archaeological artifacts that may or may not be there

It may have caused more damagel problems than it solves

too short, or too tunnelled... proposed to be too quickly excavated...

It would be less intrusive

There is plenty of room to build a new road away from ancient monuments
round about so build one away form tHeenge!

Traffic should be reouted above ground to the south, outside the World Heritage Site. A much cheap
option causing less disruption during building and doing less environmental and archaeological damg
largely following existing roads.

Religion and Beliefs

Desecration of a sacred site.

I think if they want to fAi mproveo the roads 4
view and use it as a sacred site. Let the pagans & the Druids s&ptwations, not modern convenience.

The area is a ritual landscape and it is sacrosanct and should not be disturbed.

A desecration

Although it has been great for archaeological finds it has disturbed many of the ancestor's who have
peace ér thousands of years.

| have concerns about the alignments of the entrances, as solar movements are critical to the site an
emissions are a major problem.

It would impair the midwinter sun set

It would disturb the nophysicalenergies of this sacred site. This site was gifted by our ancestors and
be valued as a sacred place.

Culture

Important landmark, marking halfway to London, will be invisible.

It would stop congestion caused by people slowing down to takegsatfiit from their cars

| drive past there specifically to see Stonehenge. | don't feel it should be hidden.

Taking the road out will improve connection with the landscape and make it easier to travel without s
accidents. Huge benefits bioth sides

Emotive

Not really fussed

Deeply worrying in its implications
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Too short really

| am not British, but | find it deeply offensive & disrespectful. Would they burrow through the Vatican
crypts?

Shouldn't happen

It is the best solution to a difficult issue. But a shame.

It may be expensive, but it's necessary.

| don't know enough about it to have a strong opinion

| think it is a necessary evil. | look forward to the road being out of sight.

It's farfrom perfect, but a reasonable compromise. | grew up near the Devils Punchbowl! (Hindhead A
difference the tunnel has made there is astounding. Of course the tunnel is only ever a short term fix
current traffic issues but there does not seebetany driver to change our current modes of transport.

There is no ideal solutioinl guess tunnel scheme is an adequate compromise. | like the idea of the
experience of visiting the stones being devoid of intrusive traffic, but equally I'll misS0&gimpse as
you drive past always adds interest to the journey!

Itdés a good idea

It's the wrong scheme for today. It may have been ok 20years ago as a deep long bore tunnel

Tunnels are typically, in my experience fairly stable. If the land eltloe tunnel could be reclaimed as
grassland/nature, a tunnel would be wonderful.

Just shut the damn road and get people to walk.

Expensive

Risky

| don't know the project

Just leave it the way it is.

Very risky in the long term

The people who can defend it have all signed

Corrupt by inception, design and execution. It is desecration. Redirection of public money to private
corporations. Unnecessary. Damaging.

It is a waste ofmoney. The theories about the stones will continue to develop and change. The curren
of the stones as viewed from the current road

It's a stupid idea

There is a lot of conflictingnformation on the internet. Lots of sources saying valid points that it's a go
thing, lots of sources saying valid points that it's a bad thing. It is often hard to tell what is misinformat
well. It's very hard to decide!

It will take away the oly free view most will have.




We should be moving away from road transport in order to meet our co2 budget, not facilitating more
on our roads

It would be preferable to something worse. | am suspicious of all schemes that assume road 'impi(@¢
widening) to be a means of improving traffic flow, pollution or anything elkese problems often stem
from overuse of the existing infrastructure and will ultimately be addressed only by reducing the amo
traffic, not pandering to it.

A longer deep bore tunnel should have been agreed.

It is a tremendous amount of money to spend when the country is already in more than enough troub

Question 28 was useful as it provided answers to the previous questions. It was evident
that there was a wide variety of opinions held by participants. Some were completely
against the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme, others for it and some on the fence,
dependent on the circumstances of the tunnel. At the time of the survey, it looked like
the unnel scheme was going to go ahead so it is worth baring this in mind when
regarding the results.

As expected, many responses were categorized as Archaeology and History. It was clear
that there were several <concedestractoongfer t h
potential archaeological remains. For tunnel length, responses seemed to be in

agreement that the tunnel should be longer, so that it would avoid potential destruction

of archaeology and keep the entrances outside the WHS area. Althoughesponses

were positive about preskree the landscapé whilesnpeoting n g |
road® or that it was the best way to i mpro
archaeol ogy. One anarthaeologstavhothadsvorketd endnet hat
tunnel scheme | cazonfidently say that it is, has and will be excavated to a very high
standardy commercial archaeologiéts Despite this many wer e
arguing that the tunnel would destroy archaeog y  a nhdrrific llaumstoepossible

artifacts under grourid, e v e ndeepamichaeological depositsindanger Th e s e
responses could be linked to a certain published letter that came out around the time of
the survey that warned the tunnel wbdestroy half a million artefacts. Again, it is

clearly evident that media had an effect on participant answers.

There were some strong opinions of the tunnel that were coded as Religion and Beliefs.
These responses cent r eadn ealreonugned a nrhde tohsea cérr
|l andscaped, to disturb it would be a d&6de:
around Stonehenge were to be iebtthePaganed, t |
andthe Druids set the expectations, not modern conveeden Al t hough t hi s
somewhat relevant, Stonehenge (as much as some may wish to be) does not solely
belong to any subculture in society, although Stonehenge is sacred to British Pagans this
does not mean that it is irrelevant to everyone else. Therelseasamcern over the

di sruption to the midwinter sunset and s
Stonehenge, due to tunnel entrance alignments and light emissions. Although this

concern is not unfounded, the tunnel would remove light emissions fromatiend if

longer, so the entrances were outside of the WHS, would not be visible at all within the
Stonehenge landscape.

For Political responses, it was evident that participants were frustrated by the
Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme, particularly menese.l t was desrgptby bed ac
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inception, design and execution and a Owaste of moneyd t ha
w h e the cduntry is already more than enough trouble asthis Ther e was al
crossover between Political and Cultural responses as participants mentioned that

the view from tfleeviewddtvill hasé tahned otnhlayt 6St one
omportant landmark, marking halfway to London Al t hough some Cul t
were positive about the scheme as they thought it wouldrsiffic congestion and

ac ci de mpreve eonndctiod with the landseap , whi ch from resp
previous questions is what many of the survey population would like.

Unsurprisingly, participants had strong emotions about the tunnel scheme, with one
stati ng t haeeplydifensie ahddiswespectfdt &l t hough ot he
more ambivalent stating that they were ni
it to have a strong opinion. It seemed that there was a contrast between those wh
thought that it was 6riskyd or 6édeeply w
but the 6best solution to a difficult i s:
Oadequate compromi sed to a pr abevidenfromi t h |
these responses that many feel the A303 Stonehenge Tunnel Scheme is a difficult topic
and the cause of much debate around Stonehenge. From these responses, most seem to
be against the scheme on the whole, but some participants belieuls itvook

provided that it is executed properly and that it is the best solution for a problem which
has caused difficulties for much of Ston:

Question 29: Do you know who manages Stonehenge?

= Heritage England = English Heritage - National Trust

4.93: Management of Stonehen@821
(T. Grist Parker)

231



Question 29: Do you know who manages Stonehenge?
(analysed by Age)

Historic England

M

English Heritage

‘P

National Trust -_

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.94: Management of Stonehenge, analysed by 2021
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 29: Do you know who manages Stonehenge?
(analysed by Gender identity)

Historic England

English Heritage

National Trust

r,l’

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other = Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.95: Management of Stonehenge, analysed by Gender ide20Ry{,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 29: Do you know who manages Stonehenge?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Historic England
—
English Heritage I —
N
National Trust -
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
® Christian m Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

®m The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist ® No beliefs

u Other ® Undecided

4.96. Management of Stonehenge, analysed by BelRé&21
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 30: Do you know who manages the Stonehenge landscape?

= National Trust = English Heritage = Historic England
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4.97: Management fothe Stonehenge Landscagé21
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 30: Do you know who manages the Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Age)

National Trust

English Heritage

Historic England

T’]mﬂ

o

2 4 6 8 10 12 14

m16-20m21-25m26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m 56-60" 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

498 Management of the Stonehenge Landscape, analysed b2@gfe,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 30: Do you know who manages the Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Gender identity)

National Trust

English Heritage

Historic England

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male ® Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.99: Management of the Stonehenge Landscape, analysed by Gender idéatity,
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 30: Do you know who manages the Stonehenge landscape?
(analysed by Beliefs)

National Trust _

English Heritage —

|
Historic England
|
0 5 10 15 20 25
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day SamAsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual ® Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs
Other ® Undecided

4100 Management of the Stonehenge Landscape, analysed by BH)i2fs,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 29 and 30 finished off the Stonehenge and Transport s&atensurvey and

were really to see how many participants were aware of which national bodies look

after and manage Stonehenge and the surrounding landscape for the public. It partly
came about due to the resear chemgedsyisit@@x per |
were often confused as to why certain areas were out of bounds. Such as the fence
around Stonehenge which marks the boundary betw&dard andEH land.

Historic England was included as an option in both questions just out of irsedest

there was of course, a right and a wrong answer but it was purely to see how much the
survey participants knew about the management of Stonelémgguestion 29, 82%

of participants knew that EH manages Stonehenge but surprisingly 14% thought it was
Historic England. When analysed by age, it was interesting that every participant aged
between 16 and 25 got this question right, as di(r§ear olds. Beliefs analysis did

not indicate any anomalies and showed that the vast majority of Druids and #agans
took part were aware EH managed Stonehenge.
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For question 30 most participants knew it was the NT but 32% thought it was EH and

9% thought it the right answer was Heritage England. There was a range of ages who
believed the answer to be English Heritage, rather than youngers ages as the researcher
had thought. Gender identity analysis revealed that at least one participant from each
identity present in the dataset were wrong and Beliefs indicated that a surprisingly large
number of Druids and Pagans were under the wrong impression. Although these
guegions were purely out of interest it is evident from the data that a not insignificant
number of participants are not aware of which national bodies manage different aspects
of the Stonehenge landscape, which is slightly concerning.

Final Comments

Thiswas the preliminary page before the end of the survey and provided the means for
participants to contribute any further comments that they had not yet had the
opportunity to do sdParticipants were also asked whether they would like to be
interviewed furber and this served as a recruitment pool for the Public Perceptions of
Stonehenge Interviews.

4.M: Table of Thematic Coding for Question 31 (Is there anything else you would
like to contribute?)

Archaeology and History

Stonehenge is a unigue place with ancient history and cultural value. It still remains a mystery, yet its|
importance can hardly be underrated. | vote agaimgiconstructions that may harm the landscape and
change it forever. Living in the time when ecological catastrophe is near at hand, we should first of al
appreciate our ancestors' heritage, recognize and protect it. It would have been a great anganie thesq
days had constructed something like Stonehenge. There is still so much to observe and discover, an
cannot allow another great archaelogical site be harmed. Constructions like Stonehenge are, though
are extremely fragile, and olireesponsible action can wipe them off the Earth's surface, like it happene|
with the two enormous Buddha statues in Afganistan.

Government must protect, not undermine the heritage of its country.

| like the new visitor route to the stones as youtgetppreciate more of the landscape then previously w
you arrived near to the stones.

Very pleased it is now a World Heritage Site, let's keep it that way. Thank you for doing this research

The Stonehenge Landscape needs to be presented as aantidie Stonehenge site as just part of that
whole. This will enable the general population to understand the objections to the work proposed in tk

The removal of the road will ensure future generations will be able to experience the storsrsoaveids
the architects intended without modern influences being so close and detracting from the experience
seeking to imagine the fundamental historic atmosphere. This ancient place will finally have the futurg
deserves!

Stonehenge andeHandscape around is too fragile and too important to be heavily used or built on. It i
unigue and important monument that should be open to all but treated with respect.

Stonehenge is a unique sacred space. The archaeology of the site is ofrglobialice and is extremely
vulnerable.

It puzzles and frustrates me why modern planning does not protect ancient monuments. Planning sh
be permitted within a certain distance of any ancient monuseciuding major roadworks.

Religion and Beliefs
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Stonehenge should be protected at all cost and groups who see it as sacred land should be respecte|
their voice be heard. Any development that is not centred around the conservation of the land should
stopped immediately.

This land has been a sacred spot for longer than the country that manages it has existed it should be|

Stonehenge should be accessible & unrestricted as a place of pilgrimage.

For ceremonial occasions members of official danglnisations only, it's a bucket list circus at the mom
and a fashion rather than faith

Stonehenge isnt the be all and end all. There are lots of other sites with better access and dragon en
lines

| believe that access should be free arapiate times to those attending for spiritual purposes, outside
the horror of the solstices, which are detrimental to those who truly view the site as spiritually signific

Stonehenge should be accessible to those in the faith up close bigemty sisitors from distance and ke
clean and safe

| consider being able to visit Stonehenge a gift to mankind. It is a sacred site and should be treated a

Stonehenge has qualities unseen by the human eyes, yet they are palpable to antakes wietime to be
still. It is not a place for traffic and busyness. My partner and | celebrated dassing there in 2017 and it
would be wonderful if ancient rituals such as this were promoted. I'm from New Zealand and would g
appreciate geger access.

This is a sacred site as much as any cathedral or church and should be respected as such.

Worldwide, Stonehenge is a place on people's lists, a curiosity without real personal meaning. For p4g
has meaning, but what that meaningssndividual and muddled, and will likely have little to do with wha
the original users felt.

Pagan usage is treated as undesirable and is squeezed out, barely tolerated. Our narrative is excluds
Tourists rule. Lost opportunity for spiritual diplonyagnd community celebration. le Amesbury Mayday.

Stonehenge wants to be left alone, to pilgrims and isolated rituals, not a new mega venue.

Stonehenge needs to be a sacred and special site to honour ancestors.

| am fortunate enough to go for privateremony, but we also go for open access, | have been enthralle
it since a boy, met my wife there and were hand fasted there.

| think that the stones should be more open for peaceful spiritual observations and visitors and pilgrin

Yes, doyou think the stones should be returned to the Preseli Hills given the proof an original stone ¢
existed? | question why they were taken? This may be why | have felt more of a connection with Ave
than Stonehenge. Now | know why. It was not thegioal place. The site should be managed to encour
use as a contemporary temple

connecting people with the environment today not just as a museum piece

| visited the stones as a child when it was possible to have full access. Although memoraléedties
need protecting, sadly.

Culture

If we forget our culture, history and origins we cease to exist as a people. The further we move from
agrarian lifestyle the more damage we do to the world, ourselves and nature.




Regularly driving pas®. with foreign students of heritage they were always unimpressed. Much smalle
less imposing than they expected. Often thought it was a model beside the road.

Festivals are too | imited a view ofthabitaeforplants, e n
birds and other wildlife.

Shutting it away in a visitors centre diminishes the importance of the freedom behind this wonderful p

| would very much like routine public access to the monument to be restored, rather thanchawig t
tickets to be allowed to enter it

There should be access to the stones themselves

| think that we should concentrate more on the of the wildlife rich area around Stonehenge rather thal
looking to increase access o the area. | thinkivivey breathing landscape is being forgotten about when
really this is more important than the actual stones (important historical artefact that these are)

Did you come across a band called CRASS? | remember one of their albums had a booklet wiiioh tal
Wally Hope and the festival.

Stonehenge is a beautiful place but is far too commercialized and taken over by tourists for it to be
appreciated for what it is.

Although I haven't visited the site, | would love to be able to have better
access fronall regions of England and the UK, but preserve the site as well. | haven't been able to vis
to only transport that | know of to get there being by car. | would love to visit and get up close to stong

)

| have visited pre and post the newitar center and | feel a lot has been taken away from this amazing
The last time | visited it was upsetting as it was so obviously aimed at and all about commerciality, re
of free movement and tourist foot fall. | can remember parkingeid#nk on the drove and being able to

visit on the Winter solstice with many others, all of whom showed love and respect to the stones and

Emotive

| visited Stonehenge during a sunrise in March 2007 and it was one of thememastable things | did as a
tourist. | was fortunate enough to purchase a tour that allowed me to go inside the stones and touch {
stones, accomplishing a lifelong dream. | was in my early 20s then and still carry that feeling forward
recalling themagic of that trip today,

approaching my 40s.

Ancient historical sites have been abused far more than they should. Preservation takes a backseat {
convenience. To better understand our past and how people lived and survived on the land wahitow i
we need the sites that to remain to continue to remain. It is hard to preserve them when things like hi
and airports are built close to them. Look at the restoration and preservation steps the team at Puebl
in Phoenix, Arizona had todure out and implement to keep this vital ruin at the heart of the city. Daily
travel slowly wears away at the mound. Past improper handling of the site also made it difficult for mq
recent researchers to be sure of their findings. Learn from the

mistakes of otherslisten to those who would preserve your hisfogour ancient history.

| realise this is part of your work, however there are many more important and exciting places than
Stonehenge. | think you may be reading far too much into it. Mol if Stonehenge focuses the attentior|
the other sites are left to get on with it, with their local pagans, wiccans, druids (and you left Wiccan g
list of religions btw). SS at Stonehenge is about as spiritual as a tea party with the lockls/jaoat an
excuse for a party.

When | first visited Stonehenge at the age of 11, there was no charge that | remember, and you coulg
right up to the stones. Coming from a Midland town where foreigners were people from the next villag
wasthe first time | encountered real live Americans, and it was quite a shock to discover they really tg
like that, and didn't just put the accent on for films. It was a retired American couple, the wife seemed
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amazed that she had just seen dafsiethe first time in her lifel As a result, for many years | held the
erroneous belief that there are no daisies in North America. The last time | went back to Stonehenge
my Polish lodger in 2004. It was a disappointing visit, as we would hayaytextra to get up to the stones
which we didn't. Overall | much prefer Avebury as a place to visit.

| often come across as jaded (there are multiple contributing factors to the sour taste I'm left with) wh
talking about Stonehenge which istteame because | do think the site has its merits and is interesting.

I'd love to walk amongst the stones but appreciate people are stupid and don't understand how impo
whole area is. The road scheme should be stopped.

Too much emphasis is pkat on the stone circle itself, to the detriment of grander monuments such as
Avebury.

| only ever went once, but it was intoxicating and enchanting.

Access to Stonehenge should be made far more accessible in terms of gdicessfon. It should be far
more reasonable. Far more money should be spent on outreach in order to expand the range of activ
offered and to make access, especially to school children, easier.

| have been at various times in my life, as a child whercould go right up to the stones, in a private
ceremony at dawn, and at the summer solstice, and a final visit with the more recent access of the di
perimeter. This last time was awful, devoid of a sense of place, | felt like we were being hevdsdeally
not good. | appreciate there are a vast

amount of visitors, but the sense of meaning is so deeply significant for many and should be encoura|
recognise too that many have seplitical meaning of freedoms and sense of identity alleahip with
access to the stones. It is indeed a very powerful symbol of sovereignty. (If you haven't yet, | suggest
Nick Hayes' 'the book of trespass'. | hope you find it illuminating about land access and social structu
connected

to the land irthe UK.

Closing the A342 was a pain for us locals but it has made for an enhanced experience of the Stonehq
landscape seen from the north. Having better access and experience of space from the south would
amazing.

Disinterested bureaucrats shibulot hold the keys to what little remains of our ancient holy sites. They
should also not be allowed to defile them in the name of progress.

For some years in the late 1990s | attended the Stonehenge access meetings chaired by English He
was clear that with so many competing voices requiring such different engagements with the same si
likely to remain contentious for the foreseeable future. The anger of some in the Druid and Pagan
communities expressed towards archaeologists igitdrg at the henge have also served to drive a
significant wedge between the Druid and Pagan communities and the archaeological communities to
detriment of both, but primarily of the former, since the latter have official recognition.

| sat on thestones as a child and it saddens me my own children have not been able to have the samg
experience. It makes me angry to think that this is largely a result of the Thatcher Govt's hatred of tra|
which while shocking in itself has had an impact drofils who have any connection to the Stonehenge
landscape.

Too much focus on the stones that undermines the importance of the landscape. This site is too polit
being archetypal of English cultural history. | grew up in the area and the apfioopoifethe site by varying
political and social groups worries me as the site, especially in the 80s became toxic. It was used to ¢
communities. We couldn't leave the village at the end of June as the A36 was closed with snow gateg
heavy policgresence... this site was used, alongside the travelling community to represent everythin
Tories hated and little England despised. It was like the scene in chocolate with "travellers (not the wi
was used) not welcome" in shops and pubs. @hddcape fascinates me and | am myself now an

archaeologist, but the stones are a turn off.. | have little interest in them due to my childhood experiel




Access to the stones should be returned English Heritage use Stonehenge as a purely monegstmakin
cow. This is wrong. Stonehenge was given to the people and the people should be able to access thg
stones.

It's ours, not for development or monetising

Taking away the view of Stonehenge from passing cars is a mistake. Peopledkdti@ven if they would
never dream of going there specifically. Public money is used to mainta@vénue from everyone, not ju
those interested in archaeology. What happens if the wider public stop caring about it?

Stonehenge is a truly spelcsite, not the only site of prehistoric significance in the area. It should be
maintained, and access should be free to everyone. History is something that should be free for all tg
charging a premium for an open area is almost laughable.

Interesting survey

A large part of my PhD thesis explores Pagan contestation. It's available from BAR under the title of
Contested Heritage

Great survey, very mildly similar to my mast €

| have carried out a lot of volunteering at Stonehenge and leading school groups around the landscaj
included these sessions in my visitor figures.

Question 31 was the final textual question in the survey and was an opportunity for
participantsd leave any comments they may have. The responses were evenly

distributed across all themes, though a few were unable to be categorised. For responses
that were categorised under Archaeology and History, several participants expressed
concerns aboutplaiomig and devel opment, with comment
anot her great ar cha e oPlaonmg shaultd nosbe peemittedo b e |
within a certain distance of any ancient monumenn c |l udi ng maj or r oa
clearlyalludesto the A303 Tunel Scheme.

Others were more positive; one liked the new route visitors take to the stones due to
COVID-19 as they get to dbdappreciate more of
on what Stonehenge as an archaeological site is, several respeneesmoned oéuni
and 6i mportantd®é when describing Stonehen:
St o ne h euwnguee place with andient history and culturaleafu. The Ar c ha
and History theme contained the only negative response from the suitvethe

par ti ci p a nlrealisetthéstsipart@f yauhweork, haivever there are many more
importantand excitingplaces than Stonehenge. | think you may be reading fantocbh

intotd, which is a point, butecttsiS®onehehge,l e bas
something they were aware of at the very beginning of the survey. Though the reminder
from this participant that the researcher had left Wiccan off the list of beliefs was

useful, this would have been added in hindsight.

The Emotive rgponses were mixed and it was evident that this question was an
opportunity for participants to reflect on their feelings about Stonehenge. Although

some described the monument in positive
0enchanti ngléoes ODtenretrtsu snvieaset i ¢, one was 0] a
mentioned that they preferred Avebury to visit. Many of the responses that were

24C



categorized as Culture focused on accessibility to Stonehenge, participants wanted more
access to thee mpuhimean t g-estildishaddaccesstothe r e
stones themselves and that free movement was restricted. Others mentioned wildlife and
the countryside around Stonehenge that t|
aside in favour of the stonesnother angle participant responses took were to do with
issuesofovec o mmer ci al i zation of the monument.
about commerciality and tourist foot fall
cannot be properlyngoyed.

This was also a theme within the Political responses, with a focus on development,
monetization of Stonehenge and touri sm. :
for an open area is al most | aughanordeed, t
making cash cowb. One participant argued
by charging reasonable admission prices and expanding the outreach. Another was
concerned about the free view that is currently given by the A303, taking this athiay wi
the i mplementation of a tunnel would be
to maintain it [the monument] 6.

A few participants reflected on the divisions between different social subgroups that are
invested in Stonehenge and its future. Witk 0 many competing voic
different engagement with the site, one participant thought that it would remain
6contentious for the foreseeabled. They
Pagans has 6dr i ven eathanagdaiciacomgststwhighdablg e 6 |
caused damage to the reputation of British Pagans. Two participants linked political and
social appropriation of Stonehenge to accessibility to the site today, with one stating
that this was théovesnménobdbdsthat odtadich€i
the other; Stonehenge was used to O6repre:
Engl and despiseddé. This emphasis on pol i:
reoccurring theme throughout the primagta and will be discussed in Chapter 9.

Within the responses categorized under Religion and Beliefs, there was some indication

of frustration with Stonehenge tourism and perceived lack of respect to British

Pagani sm. One p aPadaiusagefsdreated as tindesimlde ahdhsat 0
squeezed out, barelglerated and &6t ouri sts rulebdéd. One r «
by theStonehenge: Lost Circle Reveategrogramme, which aired before the survey.
This person stat ead ctohnante ctthieoyn fweiltth OAwoerbeu r
because Stonehenge is not o6étheir original
has on peoplesd views and the extent t \
exi stence of an e@othougiStonehdngedds baerin its currentl e
site for thousands of years.

0
0

Others were of the opinion that the managed access events were no longer an
appropriate celebration for British Pagal
Gbucketlistcircué. Some participants argued that
those who use it as a Stonehanmé should be agcessilile &o f
unrestricted as a place of pilgrimége tree at@ppropriate times to thoseeadingfor

spiritual purposes. Ot her s wa ntmethbees ofofficialdruil o be f or
organisationsony. St onehenge (they seem to refer
acces sthobeirethefath dwvi t h vi sitors being kept a
the monument s hopigrirds atdésolaied etdaltd , a lwdhn &€ h was
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supported by an$dnéhenge needsmharbe a sacred hnal special site to
honour ancestods.

These reponses raise difficult questions as we can understand the frustrations of some
British Pagans in that they do not feel that Stonehenge is being treated as a sacred

temple should be. It is evident that some feel Stonehenge has become too

commercialised antburismfocused. However, these responses could be seen as
slightly problematic and exclusionary. Hi
are troubling discussions where Oancest ol
forward dated and ofteracist views, where Western cultural heritage is seen as

superior to others. Though many consider Stonehenge to be sacred, by removing access
to all but for the few who are deemed to
reasons, thisisStenhengeds hi story repeating itsel!/l
that heritage is not for everyone and as sacred as Stonehenge may be, it should be a site
where anyone can go to experience archaeological and cultural heritage.

Question 32: Would you be interested in being interviewed further
for this research project?

Yes = No

4101 Further Involement in this Research Proje2021
(T. Grist Parker)
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Question 32: Would you be interested in being interviewed further
for this research project?
(analysed by Age)

Yes

No

o
N

4 6 8 10 12

H16-20m21-25m 26-30m 31-35m 36-40m 41-45m 46-50
m51-55m56-60m 61-65m 66-70m 71-75m 76-80

4.102 Further Involvement in this Research Project, analysed by20@4,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 32: Would you be interested in being interviewed further
for this research project?
(analysed by Gender identity)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
m Male mFemale m Transgender Male m Transgender Female
Non-Binary m Other m Undecided m Prefer not to answer

4.103 Further Involvement in this Research Project, analysed by Gender id2dfiy,
(T. Grist Paker)
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Question 32: Would you be interested in being interviewed further
for this research project?
(analysed by Beliefs)

Yes _
-
—
No _
[
|
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Christian Roman Catholic
Protestant Quaker

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samsy other Christian denomination

m Druid mPagan

m Spiritual m Muslim

m Sikh m Hindu

m Jewish m Buddhist
Atheist No beliefs

u Other ® Undecided

4104 Further Involvement in this Research Project, analysed by Belig?4,
(T. Grist Parker)

Question 32 asked participants whether they wanted to be interviewed further for this
research project. If they answered yes, in question 33wleyencouraged to leave

their email address, so that they could later be contacted. Out of 142 participants, 65
expressed an interest in being interviewed. Of these 65 participants, participants that

were born between 1960 and 1969 (aged between 52 atdtéltime of the survey)

were the main age group that wanted to be interviewed. When analysed by gender, men
and women were equally I|likely to say 060ye:
for saying 6nodé to being ionttoéfemaleewed. Ho\
participants in this survey, so this doex indicate anythingln terms of beliefs,

Druids were the most interested in sharing their views about Stonehenge, though those
who were 6Undeci dedd wer e t hiaterliewedgTbest gr
researcher was surprised that the majority of participants who wished to be interviewed
were Druid, but this could be another indicator of how important Stonehenge is to

Druids in terms of their beliefs. The Public Perceptions of Stonehiemgyviews are

discussed further in Chapter Five.

End of survey

244



OEnd of surveyd was the final psargeg. It f or t
was important to include this page as it brought the survey to a natural close and

allowed the reseaher to thank the participants for taking part. The participants were

not compensated in any way for contributing to the survey, so it was polite and

courteous to thank them and make them feel like their time and answers were
acknowledged and greatly appiated.

Summary

In summary, this chapter provides a comprehensive analysis of the data collected from
the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, which proved to be an interesting dataset.
By breaking down the questions using Thematic coding or &gagder identity and

Beliefs, it allows for an idepth view of participants perceptions and ideas about
Stonehenge. It is evident that the three afoemtioned participant factors influence

their opinions of the monument and its modern social history.

These results are a unique set that was collected in the Spring of 2021 and doubtless, if
this survey was to be repeated in the future, there would be a different outcome. This
online survey would be relatively easy to duplicate and analyse if someoresl iostio

so, using Thematic Coding and other analytical techniques the researcher employed.
However, it is worth noting that parts of this survey are dependent on the views of the
researcher. For example, the Thematic Coding and categorisation of texéual d

Although another person could use the same Thematic Code, they might get a
completely different set of results, because they may determine a participant response as
political whereas the researcher thought it was cultural and vice versa.

To concludealthough the dataset cannot be generalised to the main UK population due
to its size, it indicates how a small sample of the public perceives Stonehenge and its
modern social history, through their views and personal experiences of it. Which has
proved b be of value to this research project.
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Chapter Fivei Public Perceptions of Stoneheng8urvey Interviews

As detailed in théVlethodologies chapter, this set of interviews was carried out after the
Public Perceptions of Stonehergyevey finishedThey providdurther analysis of
whatsome of the survey participants thiaiout Stonehenge and its social history.

They can also beross analysedith the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews. This
interview set was analysed using thematic coding.

The Interview Process

Unlike the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews, all the Public Perceptions of
Stonehenge survey interviews wer@docted by email. This method was chosen for
collecting the data for this interview set as it was quick and provided textual data. It was
anticipated that transcripts for the Experiences of SH interviews would take a long time
to transcribe, if these int@ews also required transcripts, this would take a large

amount of research time which the researcher did not have.

Out of the sixtyfive survey participants who had expressed an interest in being
interviewed, twenty were randomly selected and emailbdchiosen participants were
emailed with an invitation and the interview questiorfisey wereggiven a week to
complete the interview if they wished to take part. Giving the participants a short
deadline allowed for quick collection of data and the oppdaytio follow up with them
if some aspects of their interview was uncl€aut of the twenty participants, five
responded with usable interviews.

These interviews were then thematically coded to show the key reoccurring themes in

the dataAn example othis is available in Appendix "he analysis and discussion of

the interviews was based upon these thematic codes and the participant answers.
Thematic coding was chosen as an analysis technique because it made it easier to
interpret the interview partipiant s responses. For exampl €
the participants focused on the Beliefs theme in relation to Stonelmge of the

interview data is discussed further in Chapter Niredate from thd”ublic

Perceptions of Stonehengeervievsis discussed via the interview questions rather

than the participants, to enable an ongoing comparison between responses.

Analysis and Discussion of the Public Perceptions of Stonehenge Survey Interview
Data

The main theme for these five participant
OEmotived. Coincident al British Pagemsdrticipah2is he p
a Druid. It is evident that participant
as the main themes were O6Emotived and OR
participant 2 has a largely belibhsed response to Stonehenge, it isrgrortant part of

their life as a Druid but is also a source of interest due to their archaeological

background. Participant 1406s response wa:
informative. Similarly, to Participant 2, the thematic coding ofiPari pant 140 s

i nterview indicated that the main theme
146s response that they are interested i
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The main thematic theme for eRPasrdt.i cCiapantci.
is part of the Pagan community and Stonehenge is of immense importance to them.
It was apparent from Participant 3106s re
their life as it has been part of personal religious ceremasnrekes strong emotions
and they regard it as an 6éoutdoor organi
main thematic code for Participant 38 wa:
seem to have an emotional connection to Stonehenge and viem & fergely
hi storical perspective. Participant 46606s
ORel i gion and Beliefso. It is evident t h;
1. Can you explain the relationship between you and Stonehenge, doekatd an

important place in your life?

For most of the participants, Stonehenge has an important place in their life. It could be
argued that out of the interview group Participant 2 and 31 hold Stonehenge in the

highest esteem. Participant 2 has a compéationship with Stonehenge, some visits

have been disappointing but at other times they have had a deep connection with the
stones. Stonehenge has been 6a place of
them to weep openly at a visit on Summer sodsitn 2016 whilst pregnant. Participant

2 noted that o6the spirit of the place ha:
bond with Stonehengeds sense of genius |
Participant 31 andoftoonpehdnbg tsméanonci sp!
physically there 6it strengthens tbhe me mi
Stonehenge is 6very specialé for 31 6in 1
Handfasting c¢er emon yyhold Stohehandpe inisuchlhigh edgael s  w |
as it was the place of a personal lifetime event.

For Participant 14, 38 and 46, Stonehenge is less important, but they are still interested
in it. Participant 14 thouglas a child thaBtonehenge was part of the leegls of King

Arthur, |l ater thinking that it was a 6ga:
similar responses in that Stonehenge is of a historical and archaeological interest rather

than spiritual . Participantsi3t8e shbtasdufeeltto
crowds at Stonehenge but thinks thataheientmo nument i s O6f asci nat
46 is similar; they are interested in St
reasons. They do not cons bsodtésmotofinore o be t |
Ospiritual i mportanced than other sites.
important to some extent in their lives, but for some this is due to beliefs, rather than an

i nterest in itsd past.

2. How do you f eeS$tonehbnge? youdre at

All the participants had feelings when at Stonehenge. Several mentioned that they feel
Opeaced or Ocal moé fomtosparticpdnts,$he imtaneity &f thegjre b u t
feelings depended on the context of the visit and the number of peopleraniment.

For many, any possible feelings were inaccessible when Stonehenge was crowded.

Participant 14 finds Stonehenge overwhelmingratsfit but st ated t hat
cal mness when [the pillars] are seen up
they stood 6égazing at the stones when it
9/11, released the tension they were h@dibout the terrorist attack. Participant 2 has
felt Out $tenehengebdtasalso fett put off from enjoying the experience by



ot her s. Participant 2 commented that on
the O6gui de 6 rotdagudh thé stohes ant threagenirig @eople with evittion
even though people were respectful d whi cl|
to enjoy their personal moment with the stones.

Both Participant 2 and 31 had different feelings at Stengé deperndg on the
circumstances of their visit. Participa
energies of ancient tribes gathered the
felt a connecti on t dncontrast, for Baticipaht 38&and#6, it h e
is difficult to feel anything at Stoneh
some of the atmosphered. Participant 46
number of peoplatthemonument. They neer go at the Solstices because they feel

t hat people who go are 6l argely | ooking

o O

3. Do you think that being there has a positive effect on your mental wellbeing?

For three of the interview participants, 8&henge does have a positive effect on their
well being. Participant 2 said that as a
which &écreate enormous mental shiftdé for
| ove and c¢ompas s habthey havewa stiorg emoitiomal assoaiatian s  t
with the stones. Similarly, Participant
Participant 14 thought it had less of an emotional impact and more as a reminder of

hi story: oO0it ief gblhed pastbé. remi nideidpant ¢
Stonehenge has a spiritual effect on their mental wellbeing, aside from after 9/11 as
mentioned in the previous question responses. They did think it had a positive effect on
their mental wellbeing astheysa® ci at e St onehenge as the 6
holidays, so it is linked with happy memories. Participant 38 was the only participant

who did not think that Stonehenge influences their mental wellbeing, they were glad
they visited echambgitngd was nhoemodl if

4. Why is Stonehenge a bigger focal point for the media than Avebury?

For this question, Participa® and 31 did not hold strong opinions, though Participant

31 stated that Avebury was al stooughti ncr edi |
Stonehenge might be a bigger focal point for the media as it is a unique site. Although
Participant 46 thinks Avebury is more intriguing than Stonehenge, they thought that
Stonehenge is more in the public eye due to Druid activity which attractisim

attention.

Participants 14 and 38 had similar responses. Participant 14 thought that Stonehenge
was a bigger focal point than Avebury as
road runs through and has a village. Likewise, Participant 38 mentioned that
Stonehengés more popular due to the arrangement of the stones and the lack of modern

buil dings nearby. This gives Stonehenge
Participant 46 also suggested that it was because Stonehenge is more obvious, being on
a main rod and that thencientmo nument i s &éobviously a cor

rather than an arrangement of stones like Avebury.

5. What do you think about the Stonehenge Tunnel development?
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Out of the five participants interviewed, three were againsA8®8 Tunnel Scheme,

one thought it was a good idea and one wdseiween. Both Participant 46 and 31

were against as they were concerned about the impact on Stonehenge and its landscape.
Participant 31, who is Druidy dgaorugchtpliac

Similarly, Participant 46 was wuncomfort al
| andscape around Stonehenged. It seemed
with the | oss of potenti al ar chmaretbdt ogy a:
we wi | | ever gain6 if the tunnel scheme

In contrast, Participant 38 was for the A303 Tunnel Scheme development, as they
stated that oO6reducing vehicular traffic |
Participant 2, whoisBr ui d, was torn over the A303 T
terrible road and a worshipper at Stoneh
the argument, but it still upsets them. They seemed worried about the treatment of
potential human remas, but as an archaeologist, was confident that the remains would

be treated with O6the honour and respect

6. How would you explain Stonehenge and it
been?

For this question, the participants were divided thtuzse who responded based on their

beliefs and those who focused on the arc|
Participant 2 stated that Stonehenge O0i s
Participant 31 also responded solely based ontheirddl s. They stated t
sacred site of immense potential 6 where
ancestorso. Participant 31 mentioned t h;
original ancestorsd i n Neram Zhesaduldbeavhy whi c |

they feel such a strong personal connection to Stonehenge as they can interpret it
through their culture.

Participant 38 focused on the archaeol og!
that i s dédconcent mwid¢ hcismenlee ® mafr ks n@gn ssud r |
think that Stonehenge was a place of Or e
used by different cultures. Participant

seen that has stood the testiofhe f or many mil |l enni ad, tha
really for but itdéds an O6adventured to ex,

it. Participant 46 also took an archaeologitased approach, describing Stonehenge as
an O6ancRomantdi,e6prwehi ch had a purpose which
Although they are a Druid, 46 does not believe it is a Druid site, adding that the
connection is Ospurious at besto.

7. Do you t hink tpuldidprofid eclipsesiteimgpeadce? Do we
lose the meaning of Stonehenge because it is continually dissected and
discussed?

I n response to this question, both Parti:
profile eclipsed its importance. Participant 46 made the point that the UK has so many

ancient sites that they feel the focus ol
believed it has been eclipsed duetoewvas mmer ci al i sati on of Sto
society: Othe sacredness has beiethd.f or got f



On the other hand, Participant 2 did not think that the public profile of Stonehenge
overtook its importance as it was O6fasci |
Stonehenge was O6épersonally and anawetredur al |
this question from a research perspective, Participant 14 stated Stonehenge would

al ways be a 6focus pointdéd as we are stil]l
Participant 38 believes that Stonehenge research is important for undenstgnd i t s 6 p
but that it has o6little bearingd for man
worl dwi de for the sake of curiosityd but
archaeological research on the site.

8. Do you see Stonehenge as a living beinga place?

This question garnered a mixed response from the participrantgcipant 2 stated that

0Pl ace 08,S whPaviicpangsldeesSt onehenge as both 6a
thingd, that for Oomoder n cdhynaius Liketvisej s a |
Participant 38 sees StonehedgePastioai pamat
4606s responses \Warticipantt4ttiaks tired Stanehsye isrd placer .

rather than a living being but thinks that plaaesd for spiritual purposes have a

0resi dual Afeel o 6 and a 6sense of Aot hel
who uselhtilsemfas partly simil awhosde Parti ci
Stonehenge as 6éa |l iving |ibrary of consci

9. Do you think that Stonehenge has its own sense @énius loc? How would you
describe it?

This was the final question asked to the interview participants and all thought that
Stonehenge has its own sensgerius locitoanextentPar t i ci pant 1408s
interesting as they describdkch s St onehenge 6has ilke®witown s
e ach vy e a radifferentlnterpretatians Stoneheng@ genius locjit is almost

like old English folklore of faeryfolkPar t i ci pant 31 descri bed
of vibrational frequenci gviéhwastoddly simpilarcop| e
Participant 4606 sdaeasecsrpiones ei.t Tahse ypregseéosad nds e o
ot hersé and a 6ésense of history where thi

Finally, both participant 38 and 2 agreed thatré is a sense génius locbuté a n y
spirituality i satSdondhangédemuacnhd |uinkfeo caunsye dodt h e r
Participant 2 echoed this, saying that idhard to hear and feel when surrounded by

unpr epar eRarticipant2raiselded that theare ananimish s o f or me al
pl aces aAlteough these twodoarticipants agree with glemius locidea, they

both state it is difficult to get a sense of this at Stonehenge, which is busy tourist

attraction.

Summary

The resutks for the thematic coding indicated tipatrticipantoften descbedtheir

relationship and perception 8fonehenge in highly thoughtful terniisbecame
apparent that the most frequent thematic
and B eBlychantesniost participants selected vigatesh Pagan3 hese responses

were interesting as they gave a deeper insight into the topics covered in the Public
Perceptions of Stonehenge survey, allowing the participants to elaborate and add detalil
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to ther survey responses. In addition, they provide usefuttiastd context, a personal
narrative of these individual sdo | ives ani
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Chapter Six1 Experiences of Stonehenge Interviews

The Experiences of Stonehenge interviews data set consists of five interviews done over
the latter months of the research project, amounting to 4 houmsin2@es,and 4

seconds worth of recordings. These interviews were-tiomsuming in relation to the

time constraints of the thesis but provide adépth view into personal experiences of
Stonehenge. Each patrticipant fits into one or more of the key overarching themes of the
thesis, as shown bel ow in the padidphnes. Il t 6
fit into most themes, particularly Stone|
Politics, Memories of a Free Festival and Admission and Accessibility. This is because
they all have experiences dating from the time of the Stonehenge Bte@lBavhich

had an impact on access to Stonehenge, politics, and the view of Stonehenge as a
contested landscape.

Social History
Theme/Interviewee 1 2 3

Interpreting
Stonehenge

Stonehenge
Contested Landscape

Stonehenge and
Politics

Memories of a Free
Festival

Admissions and
Accessibility

The A303 Tunnel

Stonehenge and Pop
Culture

Paganism and
Stonehenge

6.A: Application of participant narratives into sodmtory themes, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)
The Interview Process

The Experiences of Stonehenge interview participants were chosen from a list created
when planning this research project. Additionally, some made themselves known to the
researcher when satimedia outreach was conducted. For exaniplerviewee 5
reached out on twitter, saying that sheo:i
international outreach. It was clear that it was of benefit that the researcher is relatively
local to Stoneherggas many local people have stories of the Monument. For example,
Interviewee 1is a local that was part of the Peace Convoy and a chance meeting in the
local town led to the interview. Although the researcher reached out to possible Convoy
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members througthe Battle of the Beanfield Facebook group, none were particularly
forthcoming, so it was fortunate thaterviewee Iwanted to talk about his experiences.

Prior to each interview taking place, the researcher discussed with each interview
participant vihnat the interview entailed and the purpose of it in relation to the research
project. All the participant documents were gone through in detail, giving the

participant an opportunity to ask any questions that they may have had. The interviews
beganwithd r i ef di scussion about the intervi
their experiences of Stonehenge and then onto the set interview questions. Throughout
the interview, extra questions were asked if this was deemed of benefit to the research,
for example, asking the participant a question related to the topic they were discussing,
to enable a more thorough insight.

The participants were all given the choice as to whether they wanted to use their own
first name, a pseudonym or be anonymdimughall the participants used their own
name during the interviews, for the submission of this thesis names were changed to
0l nter¥bpidbewee & n o n Paricipagts wene algo gigen the option of
skipping any gquest i oswerandwareé entcotwraggd natiod n 6t
disclose any potentially incriminating stories. For exampkerviewee went into lots

of detail about his Convoy days, including prior arrests, drug use and other potentially
criminal activities. He was asked at the tiofehe interview whether he wanted this
information to be included in the transcript or redacheigrviewee Istated he wanted

all the information included, to inform the research project and give the reader a proper
insight into what the Convoy reallyas.

The complete interview transcripts are available in Appendix D, this chapter will go

into detail about the interviews, pulling out material to discuss. Please note that some of
the information provided by the interview participants has been redaudeithat they
referred to -la&s i6d nttTeough ihenhseasentat.to be part of this
research projectf is important that their privacy is respected and that they cannot be
easily identified by their personal narratives discloseelation to Stonehenge.

Shown below is a small table that gives some background information to each
participant.

Interview Participant Information

Interviewee 1 Interviewee was a member of the Peace Cony
and attended most of the Stonehenge Free
FestivalsHe gives an interesting insight into
what living as a convoy member was like.

Interviewee 2 Interviewee s a retired BBC cameraman and
was working as a runner foralBBBC during the
Stonehenge Free Festival years. He was worki
on the day of the Battle of the Beanfield and
witnessed parts of itnterviewee 2along with
other BBC colleagues, then followed the convo
after the Battle of the Beanfield, documenting
someof the aftermath.

Interviewee 3 Interviewee 3s an archaeologist and grew up
near Stonehenge during the 80s. As a child sh
witnessed the impact the New Age Travellers h
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on the area surrounding Stonehenge and how
influenced dalily life for locals.

Interviewee 4 Interviewee 4s a practising Wecan and exarmy.
He has long been part of the Pagan community
and regards Stonehenge as intrinsically import
to his beliefsinterviewee 4s local to Stoneheng
and was at the Battle of the Beanfield. His pare
hid him and themselves in a ditch &everal
hours until it was over, fearful for their safety.

Interviewee 5 Interviewee 5 is behin@lonehenge, a website
dedicated to providing the most complete list o
Stonehenge replicas in the whole world. It was
great to talk to her about Stonegerand pop
culture, Stonehenge replicas and international
views of Stonehenge.

6.B: Basic background information of the interview participants, 2021 (T. Grist Parker)

Analysis and Discussion of the Experiences of Stonehenge Interview Data

The five Experiences of Stonehenge interviews are discussed question by question,
rather than by discussing each individual
out thegathered data allows for comparison between interview participants and

indicates their different experiences. Participants were also asked about their

background with Stonehenge, for exampierviewee 4vas present at the Battle of

the Beanfield. Thesgections of the interviews are discussed in Chapter Nine as they
provide context in the form of personal narratives regarding the key themes.

Can you explain the relationship between you and Stonehenge, does it hold an
important place in your life?

Forthis question, the participant responses represented a sliding scale in terms of how
important they regard Stonehenge to be in their livesrviewee Sinterviewee 4and
Interviewee Jall acknowledged that it was a large part of their lives, althadugieant

different things to them. Fdnterviewee 4who is Wiccan, Stonehenge is an essential

part of his life and has been ever since he was 2 years old. In fact, watching the sunset at

Stonehengé 6t hese huge, huge t hi nsgusn swen tu pd cawgne
his earliest memory. nt e r v $ respoase to thi8 question was largely centred
around his beliefs, religion and beliefs

t he e antervievwee 4itdeels like coming home, somewkehat always feels

safe to him. Interestingly, Stonehenge acts as a talismémdoviewee 4it is

somewhere that he meditates on, when in difficult situations, particularly when he was a
soldier. It is evident that Stonehenge is extremely importantérviewee 4 unlike

Interviewee 3who is ambivalent about it. Though she considers archaeology of
Stonehenge as interesting, her relationship with Stonehenge is tainted by her personal
experiences as a child growing up near the monument and the mhfaetNew Age
Travell ers and Stonehenge Free Festival s
all 6, unless it appears in conversation,

Like Interviewee 4Interviewee lwent to the free festivals and kmles that
Stonehenge has made a significant contr i |
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He stated that the monument and the surrounding landscape was where he matured and

where he 6met the people who | ewdas$ yldooHie
believes that his experiences at Stonehenge at the free festivals and as part of the Peace
Convoy, O6opened him updéd to new ways of t|

changed his life. Regarding the thematic coding for the participardnesp to this

question, there was a clear distinction between those who responded to this question in
an emotional way, likénterviewee landinterviewee 4and those who were more
detached from the monument.

Like Interviewee 3for Interviewee 2Stondhenge doesnodt particul e
important place in his life. He considers it to be an interesting part of British history but
6got involved with Stonehenge by acciden:
Interviewee 2Zandl nt e r v 3 respoasewe @nostly political and archaeology and

history when thematically coded.n t e r v 3 respoase cofldbe said to be less

emotive as for him Stonehenge was always connected to his work at the BBC or as
landmark when travelling. In comparisdnterviewvee 5is clearly fascinated by

Stonehenge, particularly in relation how people react to it and replicas of the monument.
Like Interviewee 4andinterviewee 1Stonehenge is importantliaerviewee 5
6tremendousl y i mport an eforherntavasieddenafarthsv er y
guestion, that although everyone consi de|l
degrees, it had still impacted their lives in some way, however small.

How do you f eel when youbre at Stoneheng:

This was asked as the researcher was i nt
Stonehenge; how the monument and the surrounding landscape impacted their

emotions. For this question, responses were largely categorized as emotive, although

they touched upon ehaeology and history too. Fimterviewee 3this question was not
particularly relevant as she has not been to the monument for a long time. She is always
struck by how small Stonehenge i s when s|
Interviewee3 does not really have feelings at Stonehenge, Avebury is clearly important

to her, it was her Ohappy placed when shi
got at Avebury were Onot somet Hntervigweé¢ wo u |
3, Interviewee 2f i nds Stonehenge interesting, but
feelings for him. Although he finds archaeological sites of interest due to their age, they

do not tend to affect his feelings, something he expands upon in the next question.

In contrast tdnterviewee 2andInterviewee 3 Stonehenge is a happy place for

Interviewee4 as mentioned previously, he uses
feeling and that security and those gtiotesd Stonehenge is such a special place for
Interviewee 4hat he even wants some of his ashes scattered there. He mentioned that
when he is at Stonehenge, he O6feels the
euphoriad which gi ves IMervieweadeliavesthatr a | hi gl
Stonelenge has a sense of euphadiiggrviewee Shad a similar response to the
monument, she felt oO0elateddé when she fir:
thoughts and feelingsé as a young O6époet i
Interviewee s it was the first time, she had been somewhere that was several
thousand years olthterviewee "l es cr i bed t he US as O&6édwhere
destroyed and everything you |ive among |
similar agego Stonehenge in America, like indigenous earthworks, these are not as well
known, potentially a product of colonialism in the US.
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ForInterviewee 1what he feels at Stonehenge is dependent on the circumstances of the
visit. For example, when he wasteer wi t h a | ot of peopl e, tF
and his tri bed,ntehvieweé &xpldinedrnthattthe mangmeiat felt a | |
6dead, | found it wused. | found it 1|ike
Interviewee 1Stonehenge lostt s at mospher e, he could not
the monument, it was a 0d e slntendewdedaundt e mp |
more O6magicd or emotions when he tal ked
uponhimi 6t he pl &aintheshard chalk grounds, t
These represented the spiritual side of Stonehendetéoviewee 1rather than the
stones, which éhad been knocked about f ol
land around them.

Do you think that being there has a positive effect on your mental wellbeing?

This question garnered a mixed response from participants. It was evident that some
believed Stonehenge did have a positive effect on them, whereas for others it was more
ambivaknt. Althoughinterviewee 3loes not have feelings at Stonehenge or think that

the monument has a positive effect on her wellbeing, Avebury is important to her. It

was her o6happy placed when she | ived nea
Aveburywer e 6not something | would ever get
at Avebury (known as t he 6)Myhicthshecwouldrsie e s 6
under.Interviewee Xtated that he did not feel Stonehenge had a positive effect on his
wellbeing and his response was quite ambivalent. Although he is interested in
Stonehenge and other Neolithic sites, in
he has one.

Mark believes that Stonehenge does have an impact on his mental wellbeing, as well as
being an important part of his beliefs. It is evident from his response to this question,

that Stonehenge was a key part to his recovery from what he experienced as a soldier.
Whenlnterviewee 4vas wounded and came back to the UK, Stonehenge was one of

the first places he went to. His journeys to Stonehenge could be described as a

pilgrimage as he would hike across the Plains, wading through the Avon to get to the
monumentlnterviewee 4eferred to this interaction with Stonehenge and the
surrounding | andscape as a ritwual: O6comi
[ St onehenge] against the sundé then 6rel e;
at Stonehengend returning. This was very interesting regarding this research project as
this journey coul d be des ntervidweedthengoesst a g e
through a liminal space [the water of the Avon] to his temple where he releases his
emotionsand then goes back through the Avon, cleansing himself dgrviewee 4
describedthe Avoo r ossing hi mself as a o6ébarrier b
modern world and the world of magic and |
people todaytdl use Stonehenge as a place of worship and for healing.

Regarding, positive mental wddking,Interviewee 3hinks of the Stonehenge in terms
of friendship, connection, and wholeness. Since beginning Cloneheteggiewee 5
has made many friendsrtugh it, which explains why she feels connected to others

when she visits Stonehenge, although she
someoneds | awnd, r at h e rntetvieveea fedlsghatihg al | o w
stones themselves havdlétimpact on his wellbeing but reiterated the impact that the

Stonehenge | andscape has. He described i
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he is within it. It was evident for this question that Stonehenge and the landscape can
have a big impaain people and their wellbeing, if they feel connected to it.

Why is Stonehenge a bigger focal point for the media than Avebury?

Participantsdéd views were divided for thi:
Stonehenge is so unique as a monument, that it is used by the media as it is guaranteed
to attract attention, the perfect clickbait. Others thought that it was becausésth

narrative that surrounds Stonehenge, it carries a lot of symbatisrviewee 4hought

that Stonehenge was a bigger iftohomatis poi nt
regul arly presented as a 6sy mbattHoughthis 6 e mb |
is not necessarily the case, as British Pagans have several sites that they consider
special. He also mentioned that Stonehenge means different things to different people,
whereas Pagans O0just want aStogehengetsalpol ace
touristic, and the media zooms in on this. Unlike Stonehenginterviewee 4

Avebury is O6pretty much as it al ways has
be Pagand without the scrutiny of touri st

In a simila vein, Interviewee 3hought that Stonehenge was more important to the
media than Avebury due to its continual appropriation to fit a narrative. She compared

the similarities between Stonehenge and .
amainArad t hat goes through Avebury, and nc
road?o. | hnterwiewees 3lso mentioged nationalism in relation to Stonehenge,
t hat Stonehenge oO0fits some kind of narra
nationalist c act ual Br i t o nirderviewee 3irdervievgee Zrkférd | s 6 .
Avebury, although it is &éslightly spoilt

tohealn nt er v irespoese to tié guestion because, as a former cameraman at the
BBC, he had a unique insight into how the media works and why they focus on
Stonehenge. One idea was that this focus on Stonehenge was due to the unrest in the
80s and as O6bad news is good for the med,:
might be a repeat of that at the monument.

Interviewee 2Interviewee 5andinterviewee lall echoed each other in that they all

talked about the archaeology and history, specifically, the structure and uniqueness of
Stonehenge as a monumdnterviewee 2nentioned that there is not anything like
Stonehenge and it is interesting as it appears that it may have been complete at one

point with the cross linteldnterviewee Ibelieved that Stonehenge is a bigger focal

point due to its thahathoagh thérehareplersytofrstandingu r e 6
stones in the world, nothing is quite like Stonehenge. Similkntgrviewee Sstated

that the media interest in Stonehenge (aside from it being great clickbait) is due to its

0i ncredi bl e prsecwhsiicohn éwooufl dt hhea viei nbteeeln 6 al
finds that the stones themselves are 6i ni
6rough on some sides, worked on otherséo.
guestion was that participant regges focused on three main points: uniqueness and
structure, marketability for the media (clickbait and buzzwords) and appropriation (e.g.,
Stonehenge can be used as a nationalistic tool).

What do you think about the Stonehenge Tunnel development?

Out d the five participants, all agreed to some extent with the Stonehenge Tunnel
scheme, providing it was carried out properly. Most participants thought that it could



have a positive impact on Stonehenge and the Stonehenge landscape. For this question,
respamses were largely political, cultural or to do with archaeology and history,

concerns were raised about whether the tunnel scheme would be for the better and
improve the experience at Stonehenge. When asked about the Stonehenge tunnel
developmentintervienee 5f el t s he wasndét oqualified to
about the impact that it would have on tourist visits. This was interesting as none of the
other interviewees mentioned it, boterviewee 3 hi nks t hat o0t he <cre
isgoingt o ruin the Stonehenge experience for
ongoing. This has not been covered in detail in the A303 Tunnel debates, so it opened a
new way of thinking for this research project regarding the scheme.

Because of her apivalence about Stonehengeterviewee 3 i d not oO6real ly
wayo6 about the A303 Tunnel, though she q
she believes that the &éroad linttseerlvfs eiwsened t3

main concernlaout the Stonehenge Tunnel scheme was that it was more about

protection and ownership of the monument. It felt to her that this was a way of EH and

the NT and the government taking more ownership of Stonehenge, rather than it being a
positive thing for Stoehenge and the surrounding landscape. She thought it was a
Owaste of moneyd but as an archaeol ogi st
Overall, because of her views on Stonehefgerviewee 3hought that the tunnel

scheme was Oa! éntemieweedvas aditeattw@ mi ndsd al
Tunnel Scheme. Although his beliefs are important to him, he was not entirely against

the idea, provided that o6itds done sl owl"
help preserve Stonehenged t he area around it. He st al
Pagan world are dreamers, theyodére | ookin

the backlash against the tunnel scheme by British Pagans.

Interviewee Zersonally thought that tiiannel scheme was a good idea because the
road is an o6awful bottl eneckd near Stonel
he would like less traffic, he did not realistically see this happening.lhikeviewee 4
Interviewee Zzhought thattheturedl woul d be the o6l esser of
have the potenti al of doing damage to t hi
dondét di g, y mtervieweenidHh arkend wt?ltbe same opi ni on
gonna be destructive tothearehal ogy 6 but weighed this wup
from the | andscape. Though he thought th
Interviewee Aagreed with the idea of a tunnel.

How would you explain Stonehenge em?d its

Each participant had their own version o
fleshed out the basics it was evident that their own experiences of it influenced their
responses. For this question, all the thematic codes were evident, asidentrove e

The researcher used the term oO60in a nutsh
this question they wanted to know the key things that participants would talk about in
relation to Stintervieweelgadtedht b awtomgitt mmered b a |
expectationsdé and that the | andscape thai
interesting that Stonehenge itséttterviewee 4vas more positive about Stonehenge

and gave a broader overview. He wwiotué @, st
taking them 6t hrough the historical aspe
of Stonehenge whicimterviewee &£ x pl ai ned as 6éa centre of
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starsd and that Ootherebs ear tehn eerngeiregsi 6e swh
all Omix in a unique vortexd; which is wl
I nt er v irespoerse diseudsed the age of Stonehenge as a monument, how it was
built 3000 years ago and that there is little (relatively, in theltne of human

existence) else like it of a similar age in the world today. Plus, the fact Stonehenge

resides in a 6dspectacul ar InemwielveecSaopleé 6 add:
begin with ¢é6it is a stonelebrahd,tbhet gol
about the monumentéés structur e, how it w;

to the building techniques. She would also emphasis the uniqueness of Stonehenge, with
the O6carving of the &t ®@nelstd ialsaindte adrihvibieva w et O r
response that she largely focused on the structural and architectural elements of
Stonehenge, though this makes sense as she is interested in replicas of Stonehenge, so is
looking at these elements all the time.

Like Interviewee 5|nterviewee Zalked of the uniqueness of Stonehenge, calling it an
6enigmabé and that itsd history is fascin;
my s t eln comtrasbto thisinterviewee would begin by saying that Stonehenge is

the O0British Pyramidsé but acknowl edges
it o6alien to anything in this countryo al
past.Interviewee Jalso mentioned the agelessness of Stonehenge and asvah
incomparable silhouette. Fbiterviewee 1the fact that Stonehenge is like this gives

him a sense of continuity, it is a key landmark in time to him.

Do you think that Stonehengeds public pr.
the meaningof Stonehenge because it is continually dissected and discussed?

Participant responses for this question were coded as archaeology and history, culture

and politicsinterviewee lagr eed t hat the meaning of St
tasasymbo for all sorts of thingsodé, giving
barbed wire fencing. He stated that anyo
Stonehenge and uselitterviewee lcommented that Stonehenge is politicised and

always has beeimnterviewee Zhought that the public profile of Stonehenge has really
developed over the last 40 years, since English Heritage took it over. He thought that
the eclipsing of Stonehenge by itsodé publ |
monument and modern tradition of making it seem new. This could be linked to the
commercialisation of Stonehenge and how |

Intervieweea gr eed with the statement that Stor
lose the meaning of the monument itself. She compared it to ancient monuments in
Orkney, Ili ke the Ring of Brodgar, that p:
i tds miome dthamdi ng stonesd but because ot
landscape people focus on Stonehenge only. As well as this, she mentioned the timeline

of the Stonehenge | andscape, stating that
Bronze Agé it was a odifficult narratived for
is just 6Stone Aged but it is a | ot more

Unlike Interviewee 3Interviewee4vas not of the opinion tha
importance was eclipsed. He beks that the high profile of Stonehenge is actually a

positive thing for the site as 06it owes ;
Intervieweedvas di sappointed that O6authorities



financi al asepegdad ,t thet atckkinowdnsures t hat
0l ooked after as best as it cané.

Intervieweesa gr eed with the eclipse of Stoneher
stated that the profile has &égnecessanlyi nt o

have much to do with the monument itself. From her work at Clonehkrgejiewee 5

can see the impact of this, she noted that Stonehenge has become a meme [a joke]
online, and that the media useseesit O0as s
archaeological sites that have nothing to do with Stonehenge being labelled as the
6Stonehenge of Spaind to capi tinetviewee5 on S
thinks that Stonehenge and its public profile have become disconnectezhehtther,

and she gave an exampleaofecent article about the closure of Sheffield Archaeology
department, which was not going to be printed unless Stonehenge was mentioned
(despite itsd irrelevance).

Do you see Stonehenge as a living being or a place?

For this question, participant responses were largely coded as religion and beliefs, due

to the discussion about genius loci and the idea of Stonehenge as a living landscape.

Due to her experiencelsiterviewee 3 ees St onehenge as a pl ac
jadeddé about it although other monument
Al t hough other archaeological sites I|ike
t dnberviewee decause of growing up near them and spending time as a child there,
Stonehenge is unwelcoming. It is evident that due iot e r v ipersopaé 3 0 S
relationship with Stonehenge and the negative impact of the Stonehenge Free Festivals
that particularly affected her familinterviewee 3s unable to connect to Stonehenge in

this way.

Interestingly, althoulgInterviewee Zandinterviewee Joth had a similar childhood

experience of Stonehenge (both experienced the Stonehenge Free Festivals and the
impact of the Battle of the Beanfield though on different sides of the doiterviewee

4 was a festivalgoer wherelgerviewee 3vas a local who did not gdpterviewee 4

was far more positive about this question. This could be due to his being a Wiccan, as to
Interviewee 4Stonehenge is an essential part of his belief systé@reas to

Interviewee 3Stonehenge is not importainterviewee 4explained that due to
6Sprawled (an energy that some British P;
Stonehenge is undoubtedly a living being. As well as lthisfviewee delieves in

Ani mi sm, to him 6everything on the | and,
Oeach having its bwhes pibeliefesdhatdf gos loaky par t
after the genius | oci of a place, O6your |

which is why he is respectful of Stonehenge when he visits.

Regarding Stonehenge as a living thilmgerviewee 2hought that it could partly be

considered as a living thing, due to his experiences of a solstice dawn, which made him
see why people could feel like the monument was living itself. He was in between

thinking of Stonehenge as being a landmark and a place of itdraerviewee Isees

the |l andscape of Stonehenge as a place,
pl aced where peopl e c almtereiewpereas isterdstademms e | v
this question as though she was not sure if she believed Stonehenge was isving, it
6very useful & for her to think of it that
thought that it was a living thing in the way that Stonehenge occupies people and
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6changes who they are for the Intenvgewveebf t hi
herself and how Clonehenge has changed how she thinks about Stonehenge.

Do you think that Stonehenge has its own sense of genius loci? How would you
describe it?

Similarly, to her response to the question aboverviewee Jelieves that Steehenge

does have its own sense of genius | oci b
l' iving and | andscapes of the deaddé and t|
Stonehenge does have genius loci. But again, due to personal exgeldangewee 3

does not feel this way herself about Stonehewgen asked about genius loci at
Stonehengdnterviewee Istated that he did not feel it as Stonehenge but within the

|l andscape. He said that the oml yhepldace th:
the round barrows nearby due to the immense space of the sky and the plain.

Again, unlikelnterviewee 3interviewee 4vas of the absolute belief that Stonehenge

has itsdéd own genius |l oci, whi cdkslikeonedvi s u;
but that O0therebés a dragon in the heart
call up and you can Intargeweeritisceviderit thatthener gy

genius loci at Stonehenge is something to conduct rituals fgiyedhanks and for the
use of its energy.

In terms of genius locintervieweed i kes t o think of Stonehe
travels through timed which gives the op]
scale. The monument givegervieweeZza sense of perspective
of the shortness of your existencebod It

perspective fointerviewee 2and makes him aware of our small existence in the world
when compared to the resttbe universe.

For Interviewee 5there was no doubt that Stonehenge has genius loci, thought to what
extent is related to the place and personal experiences. Interestingly, she talked about

i ndigenous spiritual guestisncesinnaturethat o n s , |
have a transcendent or mystical natured
This could be appliedtb n t e r v $ fiesshegperiercéat Stonehenge as a-post

adolescent, how she felt this sense of elation when viewing thesdtterviewee 5
wondered that perhaps Stonehenge had thi:
built, which was why it was built where it is. She compared it to Native American stone
wor ks, which are said to bai rbufidel iing sabr.e
what people feel know at Stonehenge is the residuals of the sense of awe that used to be
there.

Summary

To summarise this chapter, the Experiences of Stonehenge interviews proved to be an
invaluable source of knowledge for thesearch project, and a worthwhile addition to

the primary data research. This is because they provide a narrative voice that can
support the main objectives of the research. The content is unique andouoalfiit

includes a range of people that Stonejechas touched in some way. Although these
participants have a shared connection in Stonehenge, their experiences, and stories they
tell of the monument are varied, indicating the range of uses it had and has in its modern
social history. The informationrpovi ded by the interviews,
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of Stonehenge and their narrative of how the Monument impacts their lives relates to
the concept of Personal Narratives. Il n C|
of Stonehenge are discesisto inform the metanarrative of the research project.

26z



Chapter Seveni Stonehenge Photo Archive

It was decided to include a photo archive within this research project to provide a visual
accompaniment to the text. Photos aréendmrmative part of social history and the

inclusion of them within this thesis added another facet to the primary data collected. As
previously detailed in Chapter Threkese photos were collected over the course of this
research project, using sevesalirces to gather them, the main two being social media
outreach and archive visits. The photos are presented in chronological order when
possible and are used with the kind permission of the owners.

The Inclusion of a Stonehenge Photo Archive

The inclusion of a photo archive, as documented above, adds another type of primary
dat a. But photo archives are also a fasci
have an emotional impact on thewer (Tinkler 2014)The researcher was inspired to

add a photo archive to t hYoorStonelemged30c h pr o]
years of Stonehenge in photosode@qglisghi biti o
Heritage 2019b)S e ei n g potos gf Stenéhengealnd reading snippets of their
experiences provided a different view of
including a photo archive in this thesis, it allows the reader to view Stonehenge in a
different way and contributes to the rivbcal aim for this research project.

When researching social history, often the narrative that is presented is of the wealthy,
the privileged or the upper classesbdbof s
narrative is presented. For exalen English Heritage and the National Trust are both
custodians of buildings of those who were powerful and rich, with a narrative that has
previously ignored the role of the lower classes in maintaining this lifestyle and wealth
(Bender 1998: 118). Althah this is now changing for the better, social history is still
weighted in favour of those who were in the top bands of society. In relation to
Stonehenge, the researcher wanted to included photos from people who might not have
been involved in major emés but had photos of tlecientmonument, whether it was

a quick stop and stretch the legs before the holidays snap, a family day out or a
commemorative handfasting.

Using the social media outreach and archives, this photo archive was collated end offe

a glance into peopleds intermmumerdns with
documented in photographs. It is a privilege to have access to these photos, ones that in
themselves may not be particularly of interest, but when together provide a visual

na rative of Stonehengedsnonomedtandthe soci al hi
surrounding landscape has changed over the years. The following tables document the
collating of photos, followed by the Stonehemphetoarchive.
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7.A: Table of information for photos collected from social media outreach

Number of
participants

Image
sourced
from

Name of person

Image
description

Date of image

Instagram

Rachel Elizabeth Tharg

An image of
Stonehenge

24" July 2019

Instagram

Emily Rose Hall

An image of
Stonehenge
behind the NT
fence

24" October 2018

Instagram

Beth Lowman

An image of
Stonehenge in
winter, with sun
directly behind
Stonehenge

18" January 2017

Instagram

Isobel Jacob

A photo of
Isobel and her
two sisters at
Stonehenge

30" January 2016

Twitter

Ann Clarke

Photos from a
visit in
1 used in photo
archive

1960s

Twitter

Tim Daws

3 images from of
visitors at
Stonehenge, 2
used in archive

Circa 1970

Twitter

John Rogers

A photo of
Stonehenge in
the sun and a
photo of hares af
Stonehenge

June 2021

Facebook

Lucy Overbury

A photo of
Stonehenge fron
a university trip

2018

Facebook

Katie Seal

Photo of a visit
of Stonehenge
rings

2018

10.

Facebook

Hazel Crabb

2 photos of a
visit to
Stonehenge on
the 2019
Summer Solstice

2019

11.

Email

Harriet Sams

Two photos
from a special
40" birthday

dawn visit, one

2018
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used in photo
archive

12.

Email

Annwyn Hanham

3 photos, one of
Annwynos
handfasting
ceremony and
two of 2017
Summer
Solstice, two
used in archive

2017

13.

Email

Buck Marchington

Three photos
sent over of a
trip to
Stonehenge, one
photo of
daughter at
Stonehenge use|

2016
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7.B: Table of information for photos collected from archival research

Number | Sourced | Name of Held by Image description Date of
of from collection image
photos
1. National The Dixon The National . 19261942
Archives | Scott Archives, Photograph depicting
website Collection Kew Stonehenge, Wiltshire:
Abbot's Nose from the
circle.
2. National London 2012 | The National | Day 55- Olympic 25h
Archives Olympics Archives, Torch Relay- Olympic | September,
website Kew gold medallist former | 2012
sprinter Torchbearer
001 Michael Johnson
holds the Olympic
flame at Stonehenge a|
the beginning of Day
55 of the London 2012
Olympic Torch Relay.
3. National London 2012 | The National | Day 55- Olympic 250
Archives Olympics Archives, Torch Relay- Olympic | September,
website Kew gold medallist former | 2012
sprinter Torchbearer
001 Michael Johnson
holds the Olympic
flame at Stonehenge a|
the beginning of Day
55 of the London 2012
Olympic Torch Relay.
4, Wiltshire Other Wiltshire and | Car in front of the 1913
and Wiltshire Swindon stones, Stonehenge
Swindon Places, History
History General Centre,
Centre Wiltshire Chippenham
5. Wiltshire Other Wiltshire and | Stonehenge postcard | 1935
and Wiltshire Swindon
Swindon Places, History
History General Centre,
Centre Wiltshire Chippenham
6. Wiltshire Wiltshire Wiltshire and | Stonehenge, Salisbury| 1917
and General and | Swindon Plain postcard
Swindon Places History
History Centre,
Centre Chippenham
7. Wiltshire Wiltshire Wiltshire and | Salisbury Plain ca.19141918
and General and | Swindon postcard
Swindon Places History
History Centre,
Centre Chippenham
8. Wiltshire Photographs | Wiltshireand | Aphot o of 1990
and of a f g Swindon trip to Stonehenge
Swindon History
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History trip to Centre,
Centre Stonehenge | Chippenham
9. Wiltshire Photograph of | Wiltshire and | Stonehenge 20" century
and Stonehenge | Swindon
Swindon History
History Centre,
Centre Chippenham
10. Wiltshire Austin Wiltshire and | Old Netheravon 1960
and Underwood Swindon Coachroad
Swindon Papers History
History Centre,
Centre Chippenham
11. Wiltshire Austin Wiltshire and | Bud Bogles 1967
and Underwood Swindon
Swindon Papers History
History Centre,
Centre Chippenham




Stonehenge Photo Archive

7.1: Stonehenge0" Century (WSHG
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7.2:Stonehengel 909(W Lane, via WSHE

7.3: Stonehengel 913 WSHC)



= STONEHENGE -SALISBURY "PLAIN

L.FULLER: AMESBURY.G¥s

7.4:Stonehenge, Salisbury Plai®17 WHSC)

7.5: Salisbury Plain Postcardl9141918(WSHQ
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