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The first archaeological wotik Niue was smalcale. During a brief layover on the island in 1959,
Lawrence and Helen Birks visited a recently destroyed mound in the grounds of Matalave School,
Tuapa village (Birks and Birks 1974). The mound had been levelled for the developmengcaifabl

and it was not possible to gauge the extent or former height of the site. However, the remnants of the
mound, including coral fragments, shell and charcoal, were visible and led the Birks to suggest the
mound was made up largely of habitation re@uDuringearthworks, several small stone adzes and

two shell coconut graters were recovered, no sherds of pottery were noted. Birks and Birks (1974)
SEOI@FGSR | aKStt alyYLtS FNRY daby dzyRAaGdz2NDSR |
extremity of0 KS Y2dzyRé 6. AN]l & YR .ANJ & MpTtnY HMMO® ¢K
radiocarbon age of 183040 B.P.

In the summer of 1974/75, Michael Trotter (Canterbury Museum) led a dsecgke archaeological
survey of Niudor the Niue GovernmentThe survey focused on areas of cleared land nezaways
but made forays into deeper bush. Trottand the survey teani1979) recorded 100 sites (Figukg
the majority of which were burial caves (Table 1). Platforms, enclosures and mounds weraiatso fo
particularly toward the centre of the island (Trotter 1979).

Table2: Site types recorded by Trotter (1979).

Site Type Number
Cave/Rock shelters | 59
Platforms 13
Enclosures 12
Mounds 9
Midden 3

Other 4




Trotter Sites, 1979
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Cave sites are found throughout Niue. The majority of caves recorded by Trotter have evidence of
human burials, which he argues are often in prominent positions where they might be seen from
outside (Trotter 1979). Burials are interred in a range of wiagdiding within low platforms, inside

small stone enclosures or with stones stacked atop the body. Secondary internment was also evident
in some caves (Trotter 1979). A number of caves also include evidence of occupation in the form of
material culture ad midden.

Trotter records platform$uilt of both raw coral and dressed slabs, consistent with the nearby Tongan
tradition (Kirch 1980, 1990). Platforms were constructed by creating a stone wall, backfilling the area
and then finishing it will small pavanslabs or kilikili. Typically, the Niuean platforms recorded by
Trotter are small relative to similar structures in Tonga and Samoa (Clarke and Marikiadion
2007). However, two sites recorded by Trotter are notably larger. The Futaua platform pipFee
recorded as ~30m x 23m x 2.5m and the Alalima site 11.5m x 7.5m x 3m.

Trotter also recorded earthen enclosures in a range of sizes, most notably at the Paluki and Paluki
North complexes. These sites consist of a circular, oval erezédngular arthen bank supported by
internal stones; the inner level of the enclosures often appear to be well below the outer ground
surface (Trotter 1979). These enclosures have no direct parallels in the Pacific (Anderson and Walter
2002), although Trotter recordbe traditional notion that they are canoes.

The Niue Archaeology Project, directed by Richard Walter (University of Otago) and Atholl Anderson
(Australian National University), took place in 1994 and 1995. The project sought to understand the
place of Nie in the settlement history of the Pacific and the unique development of Niuean society
on the Makatea island (Walter and Anderson 2002).

The initial focus of the project was the detection of early sites. A set of landscape and environmental
conditions hat predict the location of such sites in the Southern Cooks Islands (e.g., near access points
to the sea; Walter 1994), were used to inform initial investigations on the leeward coast. In particular,
excavations were undertaken at Matapa Chasm, Avaikifarakula with test pitting at a further 12
caves and 35 open locations on the Alofi and Avatele terraces (Walter and Anderson 2002). These
investigations found a number of caves had been frequently visited throughout Niuean history, but
they, or the areasiround Alofi and Avatele, had not been intensively occupied.

The windward side of Niue was regarded as an area less likely for early settlement because of its rough
seas and the absence of flat land suitable for settlement close to the coast (Waltekrataison

2002). Excavations were undertaken on the windward coast at Ulupaka I, Ulupaka Il and Mata Sea
Cave the results of which suggest kevel, but frequent use of the caves for activities associated with
fishing and for burial. Investigations at Aokta revealed a deep occupation layer, which Walter and
Anderson (2002) argue is indicative of permanent occupation. Both Ulupaka and Anataloa contain a
layer of sediment dated to around 1100 years ago, which may have resulted from forest clearance in
the area at that time.

In the absence of early sites Walter and Anderson (2002) shifted focus to the Paluki complex where
GkKkSe SEOF@FGSR F aSNxSa 2% (Sad LMAGa FNBdzyR GKS
and a trench through the enclosuitself. These investigations found evidence of initial land clearance,
followed by a period of prolonged occupation. The resulting occupation layer was later used to form

the bank of the enclosure probably in a single building event (Walter and Ander8@h ¥@alter and

Anderson also carried out surface collection at Ana Paluki (south of the monument complex), which,

on the basis of artefact and midden diversity, they argue was a permanently occupied cave.
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assemblage from which the subsistence practices of early Niueans can be inferred. Assemblages of
fish bone suggest a focus on inshore and +edde fishing, consistent with those found on Makatea
islands in the Soutrn Cook Islands (Walter and Anderson 2002). The bird bone assemblage contains
both forest and sedirds, but, particularly at Paluki, is dominated by chicken (Gallus gallus), perhaps
suggesting specialist chicken husbandry (Walter and Anderson 2002).

A range of material culture has been collected from Niue by European visitors. Some of those that
have ended up in museums have been described (e.g., Akeli and Pasene 2011). Trotter (1979) made
surface collections of artefacts including a circular pendanhffoukula cave made from the top of

a monomono shell and an imitation whale tooth pendant from Ana Heke, which closely resembles
similar artefacts found in early East Polynesia assemblages (Duff 1956). Trotter also collected a small
range of adzes, one @fhich was found at Ana Heke and sourced to Tonga (Trotter 1979). However,
Walter and Anderson (2002) argue that this specimen may be a relatively recent import based on the
limited amount of retouch. Geochemical analysis of a basalt flake found duringtigions at the
Ulupaka site suggest a Samoan origin, but, again, the antiquity of the artefact cannot be confirmed
(Anderson and Walter 2002). Fishhooks are very rare in Niue, particularly compared to similar
Makatea islands in the Southern Cook Islanfiso probable historic period fishhooks have been
recovered from Anatoloa, including a shell lure and a turtle shelpeee fishhook. No ceramics have

been found on Niue.

In the absence of temporal markers like pottery, the archaeological sequencduenhids to be
determined by radiocarbon dates. The large amount of bioturbation in caves and more recent
clearance and cultivation are impediments to a clear sequence. However, Walter and Anderson (2002)
argue that Niue was most likely settled around 20@ars ago. This process may have occurred
episodically over the course of several hundred years and, given the limitations placed on settlement
and food production systems, is likely to have resulted in the whole island being integrated in a single
communty system (Walter and Anderson 2002). Accepting this date places settlement of Niue
approximately 806700 years after the initial Lapita settlement of Tonga (Burley et al. 2015; Petchey
2001) and c. 120@300 years before the settlement of the Cook Iskfdlllen and Wallace 2012).
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